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£>BCREE No. 570. 

Havana, May 30th, 1908. 

By virtue of the powers vested in me as Pro- 
▼isional Governor, I hereby, 

Resolve: 

That there be printed for official distribution, a 
pamphlet edition of the Municipal Law contained in 
Decree No. 568 of May 19, 1908, to consist of five 
thousand (Spanish and one thousand English copies. 

The cost of this edition shall be defrayed out of 
the mon^s appropriated by Decree No. 262 of March, 
of the current year. 

€HARLES E. MAQOON, 

ProvisioncU Oovemor, 
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THB ADVX80ST OOMMI8tnOH. 

Havana, May 8, 1908. 
The Honobablb, Thb Provisional Qovbrnoe, 

Sir: 

The Adviaory Commission has the honor to 
transmit to you, for your information, the project 
of the Organic Municipal Law the preparation of 
which was entrusted to it, and in tiiis connection 
and with a view to facilitating the eicamination there- 
of, it proceeds to particularize such portions of said 
project as may he considered new or interesting with 
ralation to the existing legislation upon the subject, 
first indulging, however, in certain brief reflections 
of a general character. 

The subject is one involving an Organic Law 
which, as it relates to the municipal government of 
the country, embraces it as a whole in all the mani- 
festations of local public life; and inasmuch as it is 
the first law of this description which has been for- 
mulated as supplementary to the Cuban constitu- 
tion, it has brought forward for solution the numer- 
ous problems implied in the fundamental transition 
from the old colonial regime to that of an indepen- 
dent State. 

Above and beyond all this, it has been necessary 
to keep in mind that the current of scientific ideas 
with regard to local government prevailing in the most 
advanced coimtries of Europe and America, suggests 
new points of view, which cannot be ignored if the 
work of the legislator upon these subjects is to be a 
faithful refiection of social duties and obligations, in 
harmony with the tendencies of the age; and hence 
the necessity of embodying in said project of law 
something to impress it with the stamp of progress 
siveness, along certain lines, but keeping in view iiie 
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natural prudence rendered advisable in the case of 
a young nation which is just entering upon its in- 
dependent political existence. 

The essential differences between the Spanish 
municipal law of October 2, 1877, which is to be- 
come inoperative, and the project of law which is 
submitted in substitution thereof, are the following: 

The law of 1877 is naturally permeated by a 
monarchical and centralizing spirit, as one of the 
organic laws of the Spanish constitution of 1876. 
The present project is in keeping with the Cuban 
constitution, which is republican and decentralizing 
in spirit. 

The Spanish law merges deliberative and ad- 
ministrative functions in the same body, consisting 
of a municipal council presided over by the mayor. 
The project of law mi^es a radical separation of 
these functions, in order that the municipal council 
shall have its own president on the one hand, and, 
on the other hand, that the mayor shall act as the 
chief of the municipal administration, as provided 
by the constitution. 

According to the Spanish law, the mayor is 
elected by the mimicipal council; and according to 
the project of law, he must be elected directly by 
the people, as prescribed by our constitution. 

By the Spanish law, municipal autonomy is 
limited by the necessity of having the government 
of the state authorize the budgets and other financial 
and administrative transactions of the municipality. 
In the project of law, nothing is provided for ex- 
cept the necessary relations between the general 
government and the municipality for maintaining 
the political unity of the State, regulating the power 
to suspend resolutions conferred by the constitution 
upon the president of the republic and the governor 
of the province. 

In brief, the Spanish municipal law of 1877 is 
a conservative adaptation of the law of August 20, 
1870, which was pervaded by the strong spirit of 
the French centralization of the first Napoleonic 
empire, and corresponded to that class of political 
ideas. The project which we submit is inspired by 
modem scientific ideas, and particularly by the sound 
principles of local government endorsed by the 
National Municipal League of the United States. 
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This much being laid down, it is essential to 
specify the plan followed in the arrangement of the 
titles and chapters into which the project of law is 
divided, making such explanations as may be proper 
in each case, according to the purpose previously an- 
nounced. 

The said project consists of eight titles, and the 
first of them, which is after the manner of a decla- 
ration of principles, relates to the general definition 
of the municipality, setting forth sufficient to show 
clearly that the new constitutional Cuban munici- 
pality has its own individuality and administrative 
autonomy. 

The second title discusses municipal districts 
and their inhabitants, being divided into three chap- 
ters. The first chapter, ''relating to the creation, 
fusion, segregation and abolition of municipal dis- 
tricts," reserves to congress the power to legislate 
upon these subjects, the initiative in such matters 
restiDg with the inhabitants of the locality affected; 
and it is declared that wherever there may be a 
group of inhabitants, distant from the centers of po- 
pulation, they may proceed to form a municipal 
organization, provided the necessary elements of 
wealth exist to defray the expenses of self-govern- 
ment. The second chapter relates to the inhabitants 
of municipal districts, prescribing their rights and 
duties, and one of its salient features is the decla- 
ration that a foreigner who resides in the country 
continuously for five years, and exercises a profes- 
sion, or is the owner of real estate, or possesses a 
mercantile, manufacturing or industrial establish- 
ment, is considered a resident for all the purposes of 
this law, unless he declare his will to the contrary. 
The third chapter discusses "Registers of Population'*, 
and systematizes the quinquennial formation of the re- 
gistration lists, and the corrections to be made there- 
in and the remedies, in a proper case, which may be 
pursued by the persons whose names have been omit- 
ted or improperly registered. 

The third title treats of the "Organization of 
the Municipal Government," being subdivided into 
four chapters. The first chapter relates to the orga- 
nization of the municipal council, fixing the maxi- 
mum number of councilmen at twenty-seven, in con- 
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tf i»t with the existing law, iHueh Umita the aumber 
to thifty. It eontains the essentially novel feature of 
pdrmitting a foreigner to become a couneilman who, 
in addition to the neeessary qualifieationa for becom- 
ing a resident of the municipal district, previously 
referred to, has his family there and payp the pro- 
per tax. It takes away the power of the administra- 
tio^ to remove councilman, reserving it to the ordi- 
nary courts. It provides for the election of the pres- 
ident and secretary of the municipal council. It 
does away with deputy mayors, syndics and associate 
members, which were part of the former machinery, 
and who find no proper place in the new organiza- 
ti(m; and seeks to amalgamate, in each municipal- 
ity, official and social elements, creating — as a new 
institution — the office of associate members, which 
is to be filled by persons of prominence, making them 
cooperate in the work of the standing committees of 
eoch municipal council. Foreigners may be associate 
members, and associations and guilds may recom- 
mend for said office persons to represent them. Fi- 
nally, new vigor is given to the special and obliga- 
tory committees upon ** Treasury and Budgets" and 
''Territorial Taxes", adding to them, in a prescrib- 
ed proportion, taxpayers for different purposes. The 
second chapter relates to the ''Organization of the 
Municipal Executive Power", and apart from the 
provisions with respect to the separation of func- 
tions, previously mentioned, reserves to the ordinary 
courts the power to remove the mayor, whose sus- 
pension by the governor, in the cases prescribed by 
article 99 of the Constitution, is regulated by a 
previous hearing and the necessity of a resolution 
stating the reasons therefor. Provision is made for 
the sutxstitution of the mayor by the president of the 
municipal council, the latter to receive oneJialf of 
the salary when the substitution exceeds ten days, 
and the whole salary if it should exceed two months. 
The establishment of the Departments of the Sec- 
retary, Treasury and Accountant is made obligatory 
in connection with the municipal administration; 
and, finally, the periodical meeting of the heads 
of departments, under the presidency of the mayor, 
is provided for, thus assuring uniformity of judg- 
ment in the municipal administration. The third 
chapter discusses "Barrio Mayors", prescribing their 
pow^r^ and duties; it assigns a salary to them when 
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tb^ are colkctors of munioipal taiies, and alao mh- 
stitatas, to be appointed by the municipal council 
upon the iwommendation of the mayor. PinaUy, the 
fourth chapter treatg of ''Municipal Employees," 
specifying particularly the duties of the secretary 
of the municipal administration, the treajEHirer<^ol- 
lector aiid the accouutaut-auditor. 

The fourth title is denominated ''Functions of 
the Municipal Qovemment," and is divided into 
three chapters. The first chapter relates to the pow- 
ers and duties of municipal councils, conferring 
upon them ample power to regulate, in their delib- 
erations and resolutions, the affairs of the munici- 
pality. As a matter of great importance, it provides 
that in the capital of the Republic the central power 
shall attend to matters of sanitation and of police, 
to public order, and to such public works as relate 
to embellishment, hygiene and progress, establishing 
for that purpose the services and works which are 
believed necessary, without thereby relieving of its 
inherent powers, the municipal council which is to 
contribute to the expenditures in such proportion 
as congress may determine. The principal powers 
and duties of the municipal councils are set forth 
in detail, keeping in view not only the promotion of 
the common welfare, but also that of culture. It is 
made possible, upon the private initiative of any muni- 
cipality, for congress to adopt any legal modifications 
with respect thereto as may best protect and develop 
its peculiar interests. The question of public services 
is surrounded by special restrictions, so that if any 
municipality decides to enter the field of municipal 
industrialism, this can be done with ample guaran- 
ties to the people with respect to the handling of 
the people's money, and with sufficient technieal 
preeautions ss to the safety and effieieney of the 
municipalized services; projects of this character 
being, subject, moreover, to the sanction of a refer* 
endum by means of the favorable vote of two-thirds 
of the electors of the municipal district, and to the 
creation of an obligatory reserve fund and sinking 
fund, in a proper case, of principal and interest, in 
the event of the contraction of a loan. The second 
chapter relates to the "Sessions of the Ayuntamien- 
to, which are organized into four annual delibera- 
tive periods, without prejudice to the special sessions 
which may be necessary. The duties of the secretary 
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of the municipal council are prescribed ; the adoption 
of a resolution with respect to the payment of mo- 
ney is prohibited at the same session in which it was 
proposed; the relations of the municipal council and 
the mayor with respect to the constitutional veto of 
the latter are regulated; and with respect to the 
power of the president of the republic and the gov- 
ernor of the province and the mayor to suspend 
resolutions of the municipal council, the law con- 
tains the essentially novel feature that these suspen- 
sions cannot be decreed upon the broad ground that 
the resolution is considered improper, but must be 
confined to the reasons specified in article 108 of 
the Constitution, it also being necessary to point 
out the provision violated by the municipal council 
and in what particular it is violated, the period for 
the exercise of the power to be six months in the case 
of the president of the republic, three months in 
the case of the governor, and ten days in the case 
of the mayor. 

Finally, the third chapter discusses the powers 
and duties of the mayor in his new character as an 
official independent of the municipal council; it 
obliges him to address periodical messages to that 
body with respect to everjrthing of importance to 
the municipal administration; it regulates the form 
and amount of fines which the mayor may impose, 
and the manner of collecting them ; it empowers him 
to call the municipal council in special session, and 
the latter may cause the mayor to be present to give 
information upon matters coming before it, in which 
case he sits on the right side of the president; and, 
finally, it regulates leaves of absence of the mayor, 
fixing the duration thereof and the right to receive 
salary. 

The fifth title of the law relates to the treasury 
of the municipality, and is divided into five chap- 
ters, each of which embodies interesting new fea- 
tures in relation to the special subject with which it 
deals. The first chapter merely establishes ** General 
Provisions," such as the provisions against donating 
money or real property, and that neither the money 
nor the credit of the municipality shall be applied 
to anything foreign to the objects of the municipal- 
ity, fixing a period of three years for the prescription 
of debts for taxes, and a like period for actiona 
against municipalities for collecting credits. The. 
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second chapter is entitled **Budgets," and provides 
that the projects of the same shall be prepared by 
the accountant, and when sent to the municipal 
council they shall be discussed and finally approved 
by it after a previous report of the proper commit- 
tee, without the necessity of its actual approval by 
the department of the treasury. The expenses for 
personnel are limited — as especially unique details — 
with relation to the total amount of the budget, and 
if the project of the budget should not have been 
approved on the Ist of July, the previous budget 
shall prevail for the whole of the ensuing year, the 
liabilities being prescribed for the negligent officials. 
The third chapter, entitled ** Treasury and Collec- 
tions," provides as a new feature that the mayors 
of barrios situated some distance from the central 
part of the town may be entrusted with the collec- 
tion of taxes, and fixes the bonds of treasurers, pre- 
scribing when they may be returned. The fourth 
chapter, relating to '* Municipal Revenues," seeks to 
reinforce the revenues of the municipalities, in or- 
der that they may inaugurate the public services 
and promote the ends of culture as soon as possible. 
Provision would have been made for greater sources 
of revenue if a country were not involved which — 
according to the most authentic calculations publish- 
ed officially and extra-officially — with a public, so- 
cial revenue not greater than $120,000,000, is pay- 
ing in taxes in general considerably more than 
$40,000,000, or more than thirty-three per cent., when 
the most heavily taxed countries — France, England 
and Germany — pay but fifteen, fourteen and thir- 
teen per cent, of their total social revenue. Although 
it is true the customs revenues are more than suf- 
ficient for the needs of the state, there being a sur- 
plus of several million dollars in the national treas- 
ury, it appears evident, on the other hand, that it 
would be inexpedient to increase municipal taxa- 
tion as long as the customs tariffs are not reduced. 
Therefore, and in order to make the former compa- 
tible with the system of taxation of the state, the 
commission has proceeded cautiously in the con- 
servative increases provided for in article 216 of 
the project of law, inasmuch as article 59, sub-di- 
vision 1, of the Constitution reserves to the legisla- 
ture the power to enact laws for the regulation and 
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organization of everything pertaining to the municipal 
administration. 

With regard to the present sources of revenue 
which have been maintained, the law presents the 
following new features: The tax upon the assessable 
value of urban property may now reach a rate of 
twelve per cent, in all the municipalities; the rate 
on rural estates, which preserve the present maxi- 
mum of eight per cent, for purposes of taxation, 
may be reduced to four per cent.; and the exemp- 
tion of one-third of the tax which has hitherto be^ 
enjoyed by estates damaged by the war of inde- 
pendence has been aboiishod; the rates at present 
fixed for the collection of the tax on industries are 
estimated in the project of law as the maximum 
available rates, it being the province of the munici- 
pal councils to regulate them within the limits pre- 
scribed for each class; and the tax upon the slaugh- 
ter of cattle may be as much as two dollars for each 
bead of the larger size, and one dollar for each sheep, 
hog, or goat in all the municipalities. Taxes upon unim- 
proved lots, and the proceeds from fines imposed by 
correctional judges, are new sources of revenue 
which may be availed of by the municipalities. The 
fifth chapter is entitled "Special Assessments, '* and 
is devoted to determining the procedure to be fol- 
lowed when the municipal council decides to have 
recourse to this form of raising revenue for the con- 
struction of pavements, side-walks, gutters on the 
public streets and sewers, where none exist. The 
manner of performing the work, of making the as- 
sessment, of determining what persons are subject 
thereto, and the manner of collecting the same, are 
new features of this subject. 

The sixth title treats of the method of contract- 
ing loans. The Constitution empowers the municipal- 
ities to agree to loans, fixing the general lines to 
which they should conform, and the project of law 
prescribes the manner of making the same, the ex- 
press purpose for which the funds obtained should 
be used, and the precautionary procedure which 
should be followed from the time the municipal 
council advances the idea of the loan until, by means 
of the referendum, the sanction of two-thirds of the 
electors of the district is obtained. 

The seventh title, which is entirely new, relates 
to mxmicipalities having a population not greater 
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than twenty thousand inhabitants, and as it pertains 
to the nnmber of inhabitants of the entire municipal 
district, the result is that about fifty per cent, of our 
municipalities are included within this classification, 
and the benefit of the simplification of their or- 
ganization and functions, to which this title relates, 
inures to all of them. 

This classification is much more appropriate in 
Cuba than the current doctrinal one of urban and 
rural municipalities, since the latter constitute the 
immense majority in this country, and although such 
a classification is practicable enough in countries 
which have thousands of the former, it is not so with 
us, where there are only eighty-two municipalities. 

New features of this title, aside from other de- 
tails, consist in the fact that experts are designated to 
fill technical offices without regular incumbents hav- 
ing been appointed ; that certain practices of the mu«- 
nieipal administration are carri^ out yei4)ally; that 
a special quorum is fix«d for its sessions; and that, 
finally, the mayor is o4)liged to gire an audience daily, 
with the presence of the secretary, for the purpose of 
bearing petitions which he shall pass upon forthwith, 
in certain cases, or not later than the following day 
when nmttere coming under his exclusive jurisdiction 
are involved. 

The eighth and last title, which treats of ''Re- 
medies and Liabilities arising from the Resolutions 
of Municipal Councils and the Decisions of Munici- 
pal Mayors and Ward Mayors," is divided into two 
ohapterg, tiie first of which relates to remedies, and 
which clearly defines the cases in which recourse 
should be had to the ordinary courts and those which 
are reserved to the contentious^dministrative courts. 
An essentially new feature is, that the final resolu- 
tions of the municipal council and those of the ma- 
yor, as the head of the municipal administration, 
put an end to the proceedings, the appeals to the 
governor of the province and the president of the 
republic, which signified the previous exhaustion of 
the administrative process, being abolished, and this 
implies great simplification in methods of procedure; 
although a petition for reconsideration may be previ- 
ously interposed, within the period of fifteen days, an4 
must be decided within the next three days. The 
subject of the revision of resolutions and the rescis- 
sion of municipal contracts is regulated, taking into 



Digitized by 



Google 



XlV 



consideration the administrative jorisprudenee (m 
that subject; and brief periods are fixed for the 
decision of all matters, every delay in the disposal 
of cases being characterized as a malicious infraction 
of the law and being punishable by fine. The second 
chapter relates to ** Liabilities/' and specifies those 
of an administrative nature which may be incurred 
by municipal officials, providing consistent penalties 
therefor, and it concludes by determining that the 
municipality shall be liable for all injury or damage 
attributable to negligence, danger, risk or obstruc- 
tions in the public way; but the municipality shall 
be reimbursed by the official or employee who may 
have neglected his duties and furnished the occasion 
for the claims of private individuals. The latter, 
however, cannot institute legal proceedings without 
first having sought to obtain an adjustment of the 
matter through a petition to the municipal council, 
which the latter shall necessarily pass upon within 
the period prescribed for that purpose. 

It is only fair to state that, notwithstanding the 
different lights in which the numerous problems 
presented by an Organic Municipal Law might have 
been considered politically, the cases in which ques- 
tions have not been decided unanimously have been 
extremely rare, and even in these cases the differ- 
ences of opinion have never been sufficiently wide 
to call forth a dissenting opinion. This demonstrates 
— as one of the guaranties of this project of law — 
that irrespective of party affiliations, the patriotic 
end of placing the new Cuban municipalities upon 
a firm and progressive foundation has been sincerely 
pursued in drafting it. 

It only remains to say that, if the project meets 
with your approval, it will be necessary to adopt, as 
might be expected, certain special measures required 
for its strict application, inasmuch as its success, 
which is closely allied to the normal existence of the 
republic, depends thereon. It should also be observ- 
ed that the substantial complements of this project 
of an Organic Municipal Law are the two other 
laws which have already been drafted, concerning 
Municipal Taxation and Accounting, and a decree 
providing for the immediate revision of the as- 
sessment rolls or the registries of landed property 
throughout the island; said decree and the two 
projects of law in question being considered a ne- 
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cesfiity for the administrative and financial develop- 
ment of the municipalities, according to the new or- 
ganization and the functions which are prescribed 
for them in the political code. 

It is important to state that, in the opinion 
of the Commission, this law should be promulgated 
as soon as possible, if it meets with your approval, 
80 that what is established by the new regime in the 
organization and functions of the municipalities may 
be known to the people in the coming elections; 
however, the law should not go into eflfect until the 
date in which the mayors and councilmen-elect take 
possession of their ofBces. 

The Commission congratulates itself upon the 
execution of its high trust, and considers it a special 
honor to cooperate with you in this woA, which 
forms a signal epoch in the history of our institu- 
tional public law. 

Tours respectfully, 

E. H. Crowdbb. — Rafael Montoro. — Felipe 
Q. SarraIn.— Juan Gualbbbto 06mbz. — ^Blanton 

WlNSHIP.--^MlGUEL p. ViOlTOI. — ^P. CaRRBRA JtSTIZ. 

— ^M. M. CoRONADO. — Mario G. Kohly. — Otto 

' SCHOBNRIOH, — ErASMO RsOt^EIFBROS. — ALFREDO 

Zayas. 
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Decree No. 568. 

Hwana, May 19, 1908. 

Whereas, The Achrisory GommiiaBiaii, instituted 
by Decree No. 284 otf December 24, 1906, in compliance 
with the duty imposed upon it by paragraph 2nd of 
article 1 of said Deteree, prepared a draft of the Or- 
ganic Municipal Law, which, by order of January 27, 
1908, was published with its exposition of motives and 
distributed to all offices, corporations, politicfi part- 
ies, newspapers, and private parities, requesting the 
same, fixing a period of thirty days within which the 
Secretary of liie Commission should receiv^e all cri- 
ticisms and objections ito the said draft, for submis- 
sion to and consideration by the Commission ; and 

Whereas, fthe criticisms elicited by this advance 
publication have «been duly considered by the Advisory 
Commission wbifeh has formulated artd presented to 
me its revised draft of said law, 

By virtue of the authority vested in me as Prov- 
isional Governor, 

I Hereby Decree 

the following: 
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ORGANIC HUNIQPAL LAW 



TITLE I. 



OENBBAL DEFINITION OF THE MUNICIPALITY. 

Art. 1. — 'For the purposes of this law, a muniei- 
pality is the local association, politically organized 
under the authority of the national legislative power 
and comprised within territorial Mmits naturally de- 
fined by necessary local re'lations. 

Art. 2. — The government of every municipality 
is vested in a municipal council and in a mayor. 

Art. 3. — ^The municipal government has a dual 
capacity, in so far as its ends and functions are 
concerned. It is an entity vested with power to pro- 
vide for the coiDective needs peculiar to the local 
association, comprised within the municipal district. 
And it is, in addition, an organization auxiliary to 
the central power which the sftate exercises throuofh- 
out the national territory. 

Art. 4. — The municipal government shall enjoy 
autonomy in so far as it operates to provide for 
purely local needs, ttiere being understood by au- 
tonomy a special power of initiative and action in 
matters exclusively pertaining to the municipality, 
the scope of such power being consequently confin- 
ed to the limits of the municipality and always sub- 
ject to the provisions of this law in each case. 

Art. 6. — ^When the municipal government acts 
as the agent of the executive power of the nation, it 
shall be subordinate to the latter. 

Art. 6. — The jurisdiction over all matters not 
vestefd in the government of tthe state, or in the 
provincial councils or governors, under the Consti- 
tution and the laws, shall be vested in the muniei- 
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pal government. Consequently, the municipal gov- 
ernment holcU all powers necessary to provide for 
the collective needs of the local association compris- 
ed within the municipal district, the preservation, 
development and culture of wfcich are the principal 
ends of the municipality. 

Art. 7. — The functions of deliberation and reso- 
lution vested in the municipal council, within the 
special sphere of municipal autonomy, on one hand, 
and, on the other hand, the executive functions and 
those of municipal administration, to be discharged 
by the mayor, shall be developed separately in the 
municipal government. 

Art. 8. — ^Notwithstanding the autonomy of the 
municipality, when the Btalte furnishes funds to 
cover in whole or in part the cost of any -municipal 
service or work, it shall be understood that it reser- 
ves the right of supervision over such work or ser- 
vice during the performance or construction thereof. 

Art. 9. — ^For the purpose of this law, munici- 
palities shalil be divided into three classes ; First, those 
which have a population of more than one hundred 
thousand (100,000) inhalbitants ; second, those which 
have a population of more than twenty thousand 
(20,000) inhabitants, but not more than one hundred 
thousand (100,000) ; third, those which have a popu- 
lation of not more than twenty thousand (20,000) in- 
habitants. 

TITLE II. 



BlUNICIPAL DISTRICTS AND THEIR INHABITANTS. 

OHAFTEB I. 

Constitution, Fusion, Segregation and Suppression 
of Municipal Districts. 

MU N IC IP AL Art. 10. — The territory subject to the action of 

DISTBIOT. a municipality shall be called a ** municipal district'*. 

MUNIOIPAL Art. 11. — Wherever there exists a group of in- 

OBaANIZA- habitants, whose community of life calls for local 
^^^' relations within limits separated from other centers 

of population, a municipal organization shall be 

proper. 
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Art. 12. — In addition to the conditions prescrib- 
ed in the preceding article as requisites for t^e muni- 
cipal organization, there shall also be taken into con- 
sideration whether tii^e are present the elements of 
wealth necessary to meet the cost of self government, 
even in the simplest form prescribed by this law, 
without a specific number of inhabitants being re- 
quired, but only the fact that a separate govern- 
mental organization is demanded by the fundament- 
al needs of communal 'life, and that such govern- 
ment is possible from an economic standpoint. 

Art. 13. — The power to create or suppress muni- 
cipal districts, or to segregate, annex or otherwise 
change the territorial limits or names of any town is 
reserved to the National Congress, hearing the respect- 
ive municipal and provincial councils. 

Art. 14. — 'Proceedings for the suppression of a 
municipal district, on account of lack of means of 
support, or for other good reasons, may be institut- 
ed before Congress by the presid'ent of the republic or 
by a resolution off .the municipal council, or at the in- 
stance of at least ten per cent, of the *otal number of 
permanent residents in the municipal disftrict. 
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Art. 16. — ^When the growth of the urban sec- 
tions of two or more adjoining municipal districts 
shaH cause them to become confounded and the div- 
iding line between the same is not clearly defined, 
the municipal councils interested shall come to an 
agreement as to the determination of such bound- 
ary lines; and, if an agreement should not be pos- 
sible, each municipal council shall forward the mat- 
ter to the respective provincial council or councils, 
with whose report or reports Congress may, if it 
deems proper, decide upon the consolidation of said 
municipalities, determining in such case the form 
and time of such consolidation, and fixing also the 
place where the seat of the district is to be. 



CONFUSION 
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METHOD. 



Art. 16. — When two or more mimicipal councils 
consider that the common interests of each munici- 
pality would be subserved by their consolidation, 
each council shall so resolve by a vote of at least two- 
thirds of the total number of councilmen which th« 
council should have in accordance with <this law. 
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Each municipal council shall forward a record 
of the proceedings to the proper provincial council, 
which rfiall send the same, with its report, to Con- 
gress for final decision. 

Art. 17. — In order to resolve the segregation of 
part of a municipal district and the annexation of 
such part to one or more adjoining districts, it shall 
be necessary that at lea»t ten per cent, of the per- 
manent residents of the section of territory involved 
so request and that the municipal council of each 
municipality affected by said segregation give its 
consent by a vote o* at least two-thirds of the total 
number of couacilmen which the council adiould have 
in accordance with this iaw. Thereupon the question 
shall be submitted for report -to the proper provincial 
council or councils and th^i forwarded to Congress 
for its action. 

Art. 18. — The segregation of part of a district, 
for the purpose of constituting a separate munici- 
pality by itself, or in conjunction with one or 
more parts of adjoining districts, may be made 
upon the initiative of at least ten per cent, of the 
permanent residents of the respective parts, pro- 
vided the new district to be formed has the condi- 
tions required by this law, and that Congress so 
resolves, after the proceedings prescribed for the 
annexation or consolidation of municipal districts 
shall have been had. 

Art. 19. — In cases of annexation or segregation, 
the new territorial limits shall be established, and 
the division of property, benefits, public uses, cre- 
dits, funds and taxes pending collection, shall be 
made in the proportion corresponding to the parts of 
the municipal districts in question, taking into con- 
sideration the amount of the revenue thereof in the 
respective parts of the districts whose limits are 
changed ; without prejudice to private or other rights 
of property and the existing public servitudes, or to 
anything else w^hich may be pleaded or which it is 
necessary to attend to. These matters shall be decid- 
ed by resolution of the municipal councils interest- 
ed, and, in default thereof, by the proper provincial 
council. If municipal council^ of different provin- 
ces ere involved, the decision shall be rendered by 
their respective provincial councils, and, if the lat- 
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ter should fail to agree, the matter sha:ll be submit- 
ted to Congress for decision. 

Art, 20. — ^Whenever matters pertaining to a 
change in the territorial limits of a. municipality- 
are submitted to the municipal council for consi- 
deration and report, in accordance with the provi- 
sions of the preceding articles, such report shadl be 
made within liifteen days after (receipt of the petition 
or request. 

The provincial councils shall in all cases ren- 
der their reports within fifteen days after receipt of 
the report of the municipal council or councils in- 
terested. 

Art. 21. — Every municipal district must be com- 
prised x^ithin a single province and a single ju- 
dicial district, and if, through c<Misolidation, a mu- 
nicipality lies in more than one province or judicial 
division, Congress, in passing on the matter, shall 
determine to which of them it is to belong, the ju- 
dicial division being always harmonized witti the 
administrative division. 

Art. 22. — Each municipal district shall be di- 
vided into barrios of more or less the same number 
of inhabitants. In municipal districts containing 
barrios whose local spirit or history is so character- 
ized as to merit attention as a social factor of the 
municipality, it shall be taken into account for the 
division into barrios. 

Every suburb separate from the main part of 
the town, as also any other part of the municipal 
district separate from such main part, shall constitute 
a barrio, whatever be its population. 

Art. 23. — ^Within thirty days after the organi- 
zation of the municipal councils, in accordanoee with 
the law, they shall proceed to divide their muni- 
cipal districts into barrios, according to the follow- 
ing rules: 

(1) The municipal council shall, by resolution, 
direct the division, and the mayor shall make it pub- 
lic by means of edicts and by publication in the 
newspaper in which the municipality inserts its an- 
nouncements. 

(2) The permanent residents of the district 
may, within fifteen days after the date of the pub- 
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lication of the resolution, make such protests as 
they may deem proper against the same. 
OON8IDBR- (3) If there should he no protest, the resolution 

A T I O K OF shall become final upon the expiration of said period. 
If there should be protests, the municipal <H)uncil shall 
examine them and decide what it may deem proper, 
permanent residenlts being permitted to make use of 
the remedies established by Title VIII of this 'law. 



FB0TB8T& 



SUBSEQUENT 
0HANOE8. 



Art. 24. — (After a municipal district shall have 
been divided in accordance with the provisions of 
this law, it cannot be changed before the expira- 
tion of two years, and then only in the event that» 
through the lapse of time, such division does not 
conform to the conditiMis and circumstances of good 
local administration; but it shall never be effected 
within the six months next preceding any ordinary 
election. 



nUTIATIVE. Art. 26. — The proceedings for changing the divi- 

sion mentioned in article 23 shall be begun on the ini- 
tiative of the municipal council or of at least ten per 
cent, of the permanent residents of the barrio, tlie 
procedure prescribed in article 23 of this law being 
pursued. 

OHAPTEB n. 

THE INHABITANTS OP MUNICIPAL DISTRICTS AND THEIR 
RIGHTS AND DUTIES. 



INHABIT- 
AirrS. BESI- 
DENTS. 

PEBMANENT 
BESIDENTa 



TBANSIENTa 



Art. 26. — ^The inhabitants of a municipal dis- 
trict are perman'ent residents or transients. 

Art. 27. — 'A permanent resident of a municipal 
district is any Cuban by birth or naturalization, who 
resides habitually in said district and who is entered 
as such upon the register of population (padr6n) of 
the municipality, or who has applied for such regis- 
tration in accordance with the provisions of article 
32 of this chapter. Permanent residence implies do- 
miciliairy residence. 

A transient is any person who, not being compris- 
ed in the provisions of the preceding paragraph, re- 
sides temporarily in the municipal district. 
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Art. 28.— A foreigner, yAio has resided tmin- POim^HM 
termptedly for five years in the country and who ^x^BM- 
practiees a profession, or is the owner of real pro- dents. 
perty, or has a commercial, manufacturing or in- 
dustrial establishment, shall be considered a per- 
manent resident for all the purposes of this law, 
unless he makes a boria fide declaration to the con- 
trary, addressed to the mayor. 



Art. 29. — Every resident must be entered on 
the respective register of population. 

A person residing alternately in more than one 
municipal district, shall choose one of them for the 
purposes of registration. 

If a person should be registered in more than 
one municipal roister Otf •population, the last registra- 
tion shall be held to be valid, the earlier ones there- 
upon becoming nuU. 

Art. 30. — The condition of a permanent resident 
shall be declared by the respective mayor, either 
on his own motion or at the instaiice of a party in 
interest. 
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Art. 31. — The mayor shall, on his own motion, 
declare every emancipated Cuban, who shall have 
resided uninterruptedly in the municipal district 
one year at the time of the preparation or revi- 
sion of the register of population, to be a permament 
resident. 'He shall make a like declaration with regard 
to aay person who at such time fills a public office 
which requires a fixed residence, even •though a full 
year of residence shall not have been completed ; and 
this shall also be done with respect to foreigners in- 
cluded in the provisions of article 28. 

Art. 32. — The mayor shall at any time declare 
any emancipated Cuban citizen or foreigner, legally 
qualified therefor, to be a permanent resident, upon 
his request, without such act exempting the petition- 
er from the payment of the municipal taxes accru- 
ing against him, up to the date of such declaration, 
in the municipal cUstrict ccmstituting his prior resi- 
dence; but the petitioner must establish that he 
has resided continuously in the new municipal district 
for a period of not less 'than three months. The appeal 
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estaWirfied by article 40 of this laws lies from a deci- 
sion denying such (teelaratioii. 

Art. S3.-^A11 inhabitants of a municipal dis- 
trict have a right of action in protest against the re- 
solutions of municipal councils directly affecting 
them or of a communal character. 



EQUAL Art. 34. — All permanent residents ^Jave equal 

BIGHTS. rights to enjoy the communal property and the 

rights and benefits extended by the municipal gov- 
ernment. 

CHAPTER m. 
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THE REGISTER OF POPULATION 

Art. 35. — The municipal administration shall 
be obliged to prepare the register of population, that 
Is to say, a detailed statement of all the inhabitants of 
the municipal district, setting forth their condition as 
permanent residents or transients, and name, age, sex, 
civil status, race, occupation, nationality, residence 
and other circuonstances of a statistical character re- 
quired for a proper municipal administration. 

Art. 36. — The register of population is a formal, 
publite and authentic instrument, available for all ad- 
ministrative purposes. 

Art. 37. — ^^Every five years a new register of po- 
pulation shaH be prepared, to be revised every inter- 
mediate year, by inscriptions made either officially or 
at the instance of interested parties, and by elimina- 
tions due to legal incapacity, death or change of resi- 
dence, which have taken pdace during the year. 

Residents who change their domiciles, the par- 
ents or guardians of those who become incapacitated, 
the judges who declare the incapacity, and the testa- 
mentary and other heirs of deceased persons, are oblig- 
ed to present the proper declaration to the rcffpective 
mayors, in order that the elimination may be made. 

Tfoe municipal judges, being in charge of the civil 
register shall remit, every fifteen days, to the mayor 
of the municipality a signed and sealed statement of 
births, marri^ages, and deaths, giving names, and sur- 
names, residence, citizenship, age and profession. 
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Art. 38. — Every time the qumquennial register 
of population is made or the annual revision takes 
place, the mayor shall cause to be published a r&um6 
of the changes whieh have occurred during the year, 
with a statement of the total number of inhabitants in 
the mimieipal district. 

Art. 39. — The register of 'popuia4;ioii and the re- 
vision shall be made in the month of January and shall 
be open to inspection in the office of the secretary of 
the municipal administration, during office hours on 
working days. 

During the following fifteen days, the mayor 
shall receive the protests, which any resident in the 
municipal district may make against the register of 
pwpuJation or the revision thereof, and s/hall render a 
decision thereon during the remainder of the month, 
immediately communicating such decision to each per- 
son interested. 
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Art. 40.^The appeals provided for in article appeals. 
266 shall lie against such decisions of the mayor. 

After the proper corrections shall have been 
made, the register of population shall be declared clos- 
ed, the revised lists thereupon being published. 

Art. 41. — ^The mayor shall forward to the pres- bepobt op 
ident of the refpublic and to the provincial governor, MAYOB. 
during the last month of each fiscal year, a statement 
of the total number of permanent residents, and tran- 
sients. 

TITLE III. 

ORGANIZATION OP THE MUNICIPAL QOVBRNMKNT. 



OHAPTEB I. 

Organization of the Municipal Council, 

Art. 42. — The members of the municipal coun- 
cil shall be called councilmen, to be elected, by direct 
suffrage, in the proportion determined in the f oliow- 
ing article. 

Art. 43. — The number of councilmen in each mu- 
nicipality shall conform to the fdlowing graduated 
scale, haaed upon the national census of population, 
with the modifications made necessary by the register : 
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Up to one thonsajid five hundred inhabitants, five 
councihnen ; from one thousand five hundred and one 
to three thousand, seven councilmen ; from three thous- 
and and one inhabitants, to ten thousand, nine coun- 
cilmen; from ten thousand and one to thirty thous- 
and, fifteen ; from thirty thousand and one to one hun- 
dred thousand, twenty-one; from one hundred thous- 
and and one inhabitants upward, twenty-seven coun- 
cilmen. 

Art. 44. — ^When a municipal council is of the opi- 
nion that, owing to the increase in the number of in- 
habitants in the munitsipal district, it is entitled to a 
larger number of councilmai, it shall so declare, upon 
the presentation of data establishing this fact. Cer- 
tified copies of the minutes of the session and of the 
antecedents in the matter shall be forwarded to the 
president of the republic and to the governor of the 
province, as soon as the resolution becomes final. 

The election of the additional councilmen shall 
take place at the first renewal of the municipal council. 

The municipal council sha'll determine by lot the 
new counciJmen whose term of office shaM expire in 
two years, and those whose term shall expire in four 
yesLTS, for the purpose of complying with the provi- 
sions of article 51. Such determination shall be made 
by the municipal council at one of the first three ses- 
sions which it may hold after the elections. 

A municipal council shall also declare that it 
should have a lower number of councilmen than it 
actually has, upon complying with requisites similar 
to those necessaiy for the preceding declaration. In 
such case, the next renewal of the councilmen shall be 
effected in the following manner: The councilmen of 
the series to be renewed shall discontinue in office, as 
well as such number of councilmen whose term of of- 
fice would not expire until the next renewal as may be 
necessary to reduce them to the respective proportion, 
according to the number that the municipal council is 
to have thereafter, the councilmen who are to discon- 
tinue in office being determined by lot, after which 
the other portion of the total number of councilmai 
which the municipal council is to have thereafter shall 
be elected. 

If the municipal council should become one of 
the class referred to in Title VII, it shall reorganize 
its personnel and services as soon as the newly elect- 
ed councilmen shall take possession of their offices. 
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In such case, if the municipal council should 
not do so, the provincial council may, on its own 
initiative, or at the suggestion of the governor, or 
at the instance of permanent residents of the muni- 
cipal district, adopt a resolution changing the class 
of the municipal council, after hearing said muni- 
cipal council and establishing the facts which are 
the grounds for the resolution. 



order to be a councilman it shall reqxtisites. 



Art. 46.— In 
be necessjary: 

(1) To be a Cuban by birth or naturalization 
and to have resided at least one continuous year in 
the municipal district in question at the time of elec- 
tion, or to be a foreigner with five years residence in 
the Blepublic and of the latter, the last year in the mu- 
nicipal district, and besides to have a family, or com- 
mercia;l or industrial establishment, or own property, 
or practice a profession or industry, and pay the pro- 
per tax. This latter requisite of residence shall not be 
required of persons who show that they have been 
holding public office or commission which has prevent- 
ed them from residing in the municipal district. 

(2) To have attained the age of twenty-three 
years. 

(3) To be in the full enjoyment of civil and poli- 
tical rights. 

(4) To know how to read and write. 

Art. 46. — The following cannot be councilmen: 

(1) Persons disqualified by judicial sentence. 

(2) Persons directly or indirectly interested in 
services, contracts, concessions or the furnishing of 
supplies with or for the account of the municipality, 
and the employees of such persons. 

(3) Persons who are debtors by reason of defi- 
cits in accounts, or bonds, to the municipal funds, 
against whom compulsory process has issued. 

(4) Persons parties to administrative, conten- 
tious-administrative or judicial proceedings against 
the municipality or against any establishment which 
is under its jurisdiction or administered by it. 

cA councilmen-elect may enter upon the discharge 
of 'his office if he causes the ground of disqualification 
referred to in subdivisions 2, 3 and 4 of this artide, to 
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be removed before the date upon which he is to enter 
upon his office, in accordance with article 60. 

Art. 47. — The office of coimcilman is incom- 
patible : 

(1) With that of provincial councilman, gov- 
ernor, senator, represaitative or any other elective 
office. 

(2) With offices in the judiciary or depart- 
ment of public prosecution, and with other offices 
declared incompatible by special provisions of a le- 
gislative character. 

(3) With offices remunerated from municipal, 
provincial or general funds, even though the salary 
attached thereto shall have been waived, excepting 
professors of official institutions, appointed after 
competitive examination. 

In cases of incompatibility, the councilman-elect 
must make his choice before the day on which he 
would enter upon office under the law. Should he 
fail to do so, the office of councilman shall be un- 
derstood to be vacant. 

Art. 48. — ^The following may excuse themselves 
from being councilmen: persons who have formerly 
filled the office for two years at least, persons over 
sixty years of age, and those physically disqualified. 

Any elected councilman who should take posses- 
sion of the office of councilman, without having 
presented any legal excuse, must continue in such 
office, unless some cause constituting a legitimate 
excuse shall have occurred subsequent to the election. 
Persons physically incapacitated may be excused at 
any time. 

Art. 49. — Councilmen shall discontinue in of- 
fice when any of the causes of disqualification arise 
or they lose any of the conditions of eligibility. 

Art. 60.^ — 'Any councilman, who shall cease be- 
ing a permanent resident of the municipality in 
which be has been elected, shall cease in tiie dis- 
charge of his duties. 

Such changes of residence shall be established 
by means of a certificate issued by the secretary 
of the municipal administration of the district to 
which the councilman in question may have removed. 
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Art. 51. — Ooimcihnen shall be elected for a term 
of four years, the number being renewed in part ^c^- 
every two years. 



OPOF- 



Art. 62. — ^At the biennial renewals, any vacan- 
cies in the series not to be renewed shall be fflled, al- 
ways in accordance with tJie provisions of the elec- 
toral law; except th^ cases provided in article 44 of 
this law. 



BIENNIAL 
RENEWALS. 



Art. 63. — Councilmen may obtain leaves of ab- 
sence from the municipal council, for periods not 
to exceed three months; but not more than one-fifth 
of the total number of councilmen which the municipal 
council should have, in accordance with this law, 
shiQl enjoy leave of absence at the same time. 

Councilmen shall require the authority of the 
president of the municipal council, in order to ab- 
sent themselves from the municipal district on ses- 
sion days. 

Art. 64. — ^Any absolute vacancy in the office of 
councilman which may occur in the interval between 
two elections, shall be filled in accordance with the 
provisiops of tha electoral law. 

The vacancies shall be understood to be filled 
only for the unexpired term of the councilman who 
may have caused it. 

Art. 66. — The office of councilman is obligatory, 
honorary and gratuitous. It shall not be obligatory 
for foreigners. 



LEAVES OF 
ABSENCE. 



ABSENCE 
ON SESSION 
DATS. 



FILUNG OF 
VACANCIES. 



OFFICE IS 
OBLIGATOBT, 
ETC. 



Art. 66. — Resignations of councilmen, in order CONSIDEB- 

to be. considered, must be presented individually, ^^^5Sj?^^ 

and the resignation of a majority of the members ** tions. 
of the municipal council shall never be presented 
at the same time. The council shall pass on resigna- 
tions in the order in which they are presented. 

Art. 67. — The right to act upon resignations, action 

excuses, incompatibilities and disqualification of 2^j^^^^^^' 

councilmen, is vested in the municipal council, and qtheb Ca!^bs. 

any permanent resident may institute proceedings initiative 

in the last twa cases. OF EESIDENTS 
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LIABIUTT. Art. 58. — Councilmen shall be personally liable 

before the courts of justice, for the acts they per- 
form in the discharge of their duties, if they vio- 
late the law by such acts. 

BEMOVAL. Art. 69. — ^No councilman shall be removed, ex- 

cept by virtue of a final judgment of a court of 
competent jurisdiction, holding him to be guilty of 
a criminal offense which the laws in force punish 
by disqualification to hold public office. 



ELECTIONS. 

TAEINO 
POSSESSION. 



ALTERNATES 
TAEINO POS- 
SESSION. 



OATH OF OF- 
PICE. 



FORM OF 
OATH. 



BEFORE 
WHOM TAKEN. 



Art. 60. — Municipal elections shall be held every 
two years. 

The persons elected shall take charge of their of- 
fices the first day of the month following their elec- 
tion, if they have been proclaimed elected; and other- 
wise, within tee days after their proclamation. 

An alternate for councilman shall take possession 
of his office within ten days following the occurrence 
of the vacancy he is to fill. 

If the municipal council should not be in session, 
the president thereof shall immediately call a special 
session, for the purpose of installing the new council- 
men in office. This session shall be held with whatever 
number of councilmen may be present. 

In the act of taking possession each councilman 
and each substitute councilman shall take a solemn 
oath or affirmation, according to the following form : 

*'I , do solemnly swear (or affirm) that 

I will support and defend the Constitution of Cuba 
against aSl enemies, and that I will observe and cause 
the same to be faithfully observed ; that I assume this 
obligation freely, and without any mental reservations 
or intention of evasion, and that I will well and faith- 
fully conduct myself in the office upon which I am 
about to enter, so help me God." 

This oath or affirmation shall be taken before the 
president of the municipal council who may be acting 
at the time of the taking possession. 

Associate members shall take the oath or affirma- 
tion in the same manner and form. 

In the case of foreigners the oath or affirmation 
shall be Dimited to faithful performance of the duties 
of their office. 
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Art. 61. — 'After the biennial dectiooB, the muni- 
<?ipal council shall install in oMce the new oooncilmen, 
the members mhose terms have expired withdrawing 
a1 once. Thereupon, under the temporary presidency 
of the senior coune^man in point of service, or of the 
eldest, if there should be two or more of the same 
length of service, a president, vice-president and two 
secretaries shall be elected by secret ballot from among 
the members of the council. 

The youngest councilman shaiU act as temporary 
secretary. 

In the absence of both the president and vice- 
president at any session of the municipal council, the 
eldest councilman present shall preside. 

Art. 62. — The secretaries shall be first and 
second, the latter to take the place of the former, and 
in the absence of both, the youngest councilman pre- 
sent shall act as secretary. 

Art. 63. — The voting shall be by ballots, which 
the conncilmen, called in alphabetical order of sur- 
names, shall deposit in the box provided for the 
purpose. 



mSTALLINO 
IK OFFIOE. 



SEOBETABIES. 



VOTINO. 



Art. 64. — ^Upon the conclusion of the voting, 
the temporary president shall take the ballots from 
the box, one by one, reading their contents aloud, 
the secretary reading them also. All the councilmen 
have the right to examine the ballots, the persons 
obtaining the largest number of votes being consider- 
ed elected, lots being drawn in case of a tie. The 
temporary president and secretary shall vote last. 

Art. 66. — ^The temporary president having pro- 
claimed the result of the election, the persons elect- 
ed shall occupy their places, and thereupon the 
municipal council shaH be declared constituted. 

Art. 66. — The president and the councilmen- 
elect who may have attended, having been installed, 
the municipal council shall, in a proper case, install 
the new mayor, such act being entered on the min- 
utes. 

At that time the mayor shall take the oath or af- 
firmation before the municipal council, as provided in 
artide 60. 



soBumnr. 



0ON8TITU- 
TIOK OF MU- 
N 10 I PA L 
OOUKOIL. 



TAKIKG POS- 
SESSION OF 
OFFICE. 
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PBESIDENT 
TION OP MU- 
N I O I P A L 
OOUKOIL. 



BBTirRP OP. 



OBGANIZA. 
TION OP OP- 
PI0B8. 



INOOMPATI- 
BTTiTTY POB 
OPPIOE. 



C OMMI TTEES 
OP THE IfUNI- 
OIPAIi ooim- 
OUi. 



In a eimilar maimer the chiefis of departments 
and the barrio mayors shall take the oath or affirma- 
tion before the mayor, npon taking office. 

Art. VI. — ^The president of the mnnicipal coun- 
cil Aall represent the same. He shall direct the 
discussions, he shall vote therein, and in cases of 
ties he shall cast an additional deciding vote. He 
shall always vote last. 

The president of the municipal council cannot 
be relieved of said office, except by resolution of 
two-thirds of the totai number of councilmen which 
the municipal council should have in accordance with 
this law. He shall abo discontinue in office, if he loses 
his office of councilman. 

The same procedure shall apply to the secretaries 
of the municipal council. 

Art. 68. — ^It shall be the duty of the municipal 
council to organize the offices of the municipal gov- 
ernment, fixing the number, salaries and functions 
of its employees, always within the general plan 
established in articles 2, 7 and 92 and other concor- 
dant ones of this law, and with the limitation of 
article 192 with regard to expenses for personnel; 
but everything in the nature of municipal adminis- 
trative functions, remains under the authority of 
the mayor, who shall have direct charge, therefore, 
of the personnel, the office, duty or service in ques- 
tion. 

No member 6f the municipal council shall be 
appointed to an office created during the term for 
which he was elected. Nor shall he receive during 
such term, nor for one year afterwards, any salary 
or remuneration provided for while he was a coun- 
cilman. 

Art, 69. — The municipal council shall organize 
permanent committees of its own members, corre- 
sponding to the different departments of the munic- 
ipal administration, not only for the division of the 
work, according to the different branches of the local 
government, but also for the purposes of the supervi- 
sion which it has the right to exercise over such de- 
partments, in order to better protect the interests of 
the municipality; but this shiall not be construed as 
preventing any member of the council from taking 



Digitized by 



Google 



19 



any action, within the same, tending to the attainment 
of the ends entrusted to said committees. Two or more 
branches of government may be entrusted to one com- 
mittee. 

Said committees BhsU perfoim wcnrk of an inte- 
rior character for the municipal council, which, with 
the explanations and reports the committees may sub- 
mit, shall decide what may be proper, and sueh com- 
mittees shall, in addition, have the right of initiative 
to propose to the council whatever they may deem pro- 
per in furtherance of the intei^sts of tiie municipality, 
in matters pertaining to the branch to which the com- 
mittee bdongs. 

The municipal council may also appoint from 
among its own members any special committee for the 
investigation of a specific matter or situation. 

The designation of the councilmen to compose 
these committees shal be made by the municipal 
council. 

In eA\ of these committees each member shall have 
an equal right to introduce motions and all resolutions 
shall be adopted by a majority vote of th'we present. 
The quorum shall be constituted as provided in pa- 
ragraph 2 of article 153, of this law. Such committees 
shall elect from their members a p^resident and a sec- 
retary; excepting as provided in the municipal tax 
iaw, in relation to article 74 of this law. 



DUTIES. 



SPECIAL 
COMMITTEES. 

DESIGNA- 
TION OF BIEM- 
BEBS. 



Art. 70. — ^A number of permanent residents, 
citizens or foreigners not greater than the number 
of councilmen of the committee, shall form part of 
each of the committees referred to in the preceding 
artide, as associate members, excepting the commit- 
tee on the treasury and budget and the territorial 
tax committee. 

The associate members of all the committees 
shall have the same right to vote as the councilmen. 

Such associate members shall be designated by 
the municipal council; and these offices, which are 
honorary, obligatory and gratuitous, shall be filled 
enly by appointment of persons of recognized stand- 
ing in the municipality. 

If there are any organized guilds, chambers of 
commerce, corporations or associations of a scienti- 
fic, industrial, labor or like character in the muni- 
cipjdity, the president of the municipal council shall 
request such bodies to designate one or more of their 



ASSOCIATE 
M£MBEB$. 



BIGHT TO 
VOTE. 

QUAUnCA- 
TIONS. 
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FOBEION AS. 
SOCOATEMBM- 
BEB8. 



members, of any nationality, for appointment as as- 
sociate members. 

The nam4)er of foreign associate members shall 
not exceed one-half the number of associate members 
which each committee may have. 



PERMANENT 



Art. 71. — ^The municipal council shall, at tiie 
second session after its renewal, fix the number of 
permanent committees into which it is to be divided, 
and immediately after the adoption of the resolution 
on this point the election of the persons to compose 
the committees shall be proceeded with by secret bal- 
lot, the persons obtaining the largest number of votes 
being elected, and ties being decided by lot. 

The special committees shall be elected in the 
same manner. 



TSEASUBT 
AND BUDGET. 

FIVE TO 
SEVEN OOUN- 
OILMEN. 

NINE OOUN 
CILlffEN. 



FIPTEEN 
OOUNOHaMEN. 



TVTENTT-ONE 
OOUNOILMEN. 



TWENTY- 
SEVEN OOUN- 
OILMEN. 



ELIOIBLBS. 



Art. 72. — The committee on the treasury and 
budget shall be constituted in the following form: 
In municipalities having five to seven councilmen, 
with two such councilmen and two associate mem- 
bers, one of whom shall be a tax-payer on real pro- 
perty and the other on industry or commerce; in 
those having nine councilmen, with three of said 
councilmen and three associate members, who pay 
taxes on rural property, urban property or on in- 
dustry or commerce, respectively; in those having 
fifteen councilmen, with four of such councilmen, 
and the same number of associate members, paying 
taxes on urban property, rural property or on in- 
dustry or commerce, respectively; in tiose having 
twenty-one councilmen, with five of sueh council- 
men, and five associate members, four of whom shall 
pay taxes as above prescribed, and one on arts and 
trades ; in those having twenty-seven councilmen, with 
six of such councilmen, and an equal number of 
associate memfbers, that is to say, five having the 
qualifications mentioned in the preceding case, and 
one paying a tax under title III of the law of munici- 
pal taxation. 

The associate members referred to in this ar- 
ticle may be citizens or foreigners, and they shall 
be designated from among the twenty taxpayers 
of the municipal district, who individually pay the 
highest quota in each respective class, this number 
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being extended to include all those who pay the 
same quota as the taxpayer whose name appears in 
the twentieth place on the list. 

If the number of taxpayers in any class should 
not reach twenty, they shall be selected from the 
number there may be. 



EXOBPTION. 



Art. 73. — ^A territorial tax committee shall be TEBBITO- 

constituted as follows: BXAI* ta x 

OOMBHTTEB. 



Oounoilmen 


CoanoUmeii 
forming Mrt 
of oommltee 

Two 


A09UV/XJL I 


Bt mDanatiKa 


in 
Oounci] 


For urban 


For rural 


Five to seven 


Two 


Two 


Nine 


Three 


Three 


Three 


Fifteen 


Four 


Four 


Four 


Twenty-one 


Five 


Five 


Five 


Twenty-seven 


Six 


Six 


Six 



Upon designating associate members no regard 
shall be paid to their nationality. 



Art. 74. — In February of each year the municipal 
council shall appoint a comittee for taxation upon in- 
dustries, commerce, professions, arts or trades. 

Said committee shall be composed of three coun- 
cilmen and three associate members, taxpayers on 
some one of said items of taxation. Upon designating 
the associate members their nationality shall not be 
taken into account. 

This committee shall undertake the preparation 
of the general register of such taxpayers, and every 
three months it shall make an inspection to ascer- 
tain whether the increase or decrease in the number 
of taxpayers corresponds to the facts, making a report 
to the municipal council of its inspection. 



OOBOQTTEE 
ON TAXATION 
OP INBX7S- 
TBIE8, OOM- 
MBBOE, PBO- 
FESSIONS, 
ABTS AND 
TSADES. 



DUTIES. 



Art. 76. — ^The disqualifications, incompatibili- 
ties and excuses with reference to the office of as- 
sociate member shall be the same as for the office 
of councilman, except as otherwise provided in this 
law; and the municipal council shall act thereon, 
immediately filling any vacancies which may occur. 



DISqUAIJ. 
FIOATION, IN- 
OOMPATIBII.- 
rriES AND EX- 
CUSES OF AS- 
SOCIATE MEM- 
BEBS. 
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iffBMnTypff , 



BEMOVAL In all cases the municipal council may, by a 

S^tSSS^™ resohition adopted by two^thirds of the total »um- 
ber of councilmen wMeh the eouneil should haye in 
aecordaBce with this law, remove an asaociate mem- 
ber for just cause, after hearing Hat person inter* 
ested. 



XBEMOF Art. 76. — ^The term of office of an associate 

OPPIOB. member shall be two years. After the first year, 

however, any associate member desiring to do so, 
may resign. 

KON-ATTEND- Art 77. — ^Any excuse for non-attendanee at the 

ANOE« sessions of the committee by an associate member, 

must be based upon a good cause duly established 
before the president o| the municipal council. 



PENALTIB& 



BOW WXr 
IiBOTHD. 



BT WHOM 
IMPOSED. 

APPEALS. 



Art 78. — The absence of an associate member, 
without justification, from a session to which he had 
been duly summoned, shall be punished by the im- 
positipn of a fine of five doUars in municipalities hav- 
ing twenty fliousand or less inhabitants; of ten dollars 
in municipalities having from twenty thousand and 
one to one hundred thousand inhabitants; of fifteen 
dollars in qixmnicipalitieB having i](M>re than one hun- 
dred thousand inhabitants. In the event of a repeti- 
tion, the fine shall be doubled. 

If the fine should not be paid within the term 
of ten days after service of notice thereof, the pro- 
per certification ^haU be sent to the respective muni- 
cipal judge for collection of the fine by compulsory 
process, without prejudice to the office bei^ declar- 
ed vacant, in accordance with the provisions of ar- 
ticle 46, third subdivision, and of article 75. 

The fine shall be imposed by the president of 
the municipal council, and an appeal lor a recon- 
sideration shall lie to the said president within five 
days, who shall render a decision within a similar 
period. A contentious-administrative appeal lies 
from a decision denying a reconsideration. 



VACAKCZES. ^^^ '*• — ^^^ secretary shall report to the 

president of the munieipal council any vaeancies 
on the respective committees in the offices of as- 
sociate members, due to death or legal cause, steps 
being taken to fill such vacancies. 
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OfiGANUATlON Of TBE HUNICIPAL EZBCOTITS POWStt. 



Art. 80.— The mayor in the chief of the execu- 
tive power of the municipality, and lUso of the mu- 
nicipal administratioli. 



MATOE. 



Art, 81.— The mayor of a municipality shall he ELEOTIOK 

elected by direct election, in the manner and at the OF MAYOR. 
time prescribed by the electoral law. His term of of- 
fice shall be ft)Ur yeai*s. 



Art. 82. — The mi^or shall receive from the mu- 
nicipal treasury a salary which may be changed at 
any time; but any change made shall not go into 
effect until after new elections shall have been held 
and the mayor shall have taken possession of his 
•office. 



SAI.ABT. 



Art. 88. — The following qualifications shall be 
necessary to be a mayor: 

(1) To be a Cuban by birth or naturalizatioli, and 
to have, at least, six months continuous residence in 
the municipal district. The latter requisite of residence 
shall not be required of persons who show that, on 
account of hoMing public office or commission in the 
service, they have been prevented from residing in the 
municipal district. 

(2) To have attained the age of twenty-three 
years. 

(3) To be in the full enjoyment of civil and poli- 
tical rights. 

(4) To know how to read and write. 



QITALIFIOA. 
TI0K8. 

CUBAN. 



AOE. 

TUISm BK- 
JOYMENT OF 
BICffiTS. 

EDI70ATI0K. 



Art. 84. — ^The following cannot be mayors: 

(1) Persons disqualified by a judicial sentence. 

(2) Persons directly or indirectly interested in 
services, concessions, contracts or the furnishing of 
supplies with or for the account of the municipality, 
and the employees of such persons. 

(3) Debtors by reason of bonds or deficits in 
accounts to the municipal funds, against whom com- 
pulsory process may have issued. 



DIBQTTALIFI- 
CATIONS. 

JU DICIAL 
aBNTENCE. 

PEB80N8 IN- 
TERESTED IN 
8EBYICE8, 
ETC. 

DEBT0B8. 
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LZnOAlTTS 
▲QAINST THE 
MI7NI0IPAI.. 
ITT. 

DI8QITALIFI- 
CATIONS. 



(4) Persons involved in administrative, con- 
tentions-administrative or judicial controversies with 
the municipality, or with any institution under its 
jurisdiction or administered by it. 

A mayor-elect may enter upon the discharge of 
his office, if he removes the cause of disqualification 
referred to in the second, third and fourth eases of 
this article, before the date on which he should take 
possession of his office, according to articles 60 
and 66. 



INOOMPATI- 
BIIiITIBfl. 

B IiBOTIVB 
0FFI0E8. 

JUDICIAL 
AND OTHEB 
OFFICES. 



BEMUNEBAT- 
ED OFFICE. 



ELEC TION 
OF OFFICE. 



Art. 86. — The office of mayor is incompatible: 

(1) With that of provincial councilman, sen- 
ator, representative, or any other elective office. 

(2) With offices in the judiciary and in the 
department of public prosecution, and other offices 
declared incompatible by special provisions of a leg- 
islative character. 

(3) With offices remunerated from municipal, 
provincial or general funds, even though the salary 
shall have been waived, excepting professorships of 
official institutions secured after competitive exami- 
nation. 

In cases of incompatibility the person elected 
must choose, before the date on which he sAiould 
take legal possession of office, the office he intends 
to retain. Should he fail to do so, it shall be imder- 
stood that the office of mayor is vacant. 



SUSPENSION Art. 86. — ^Whenever, in the opinion of the mu- 

OF MAYOB nicipal council or any elector, the mayor is in- 
^WATlSS^OR ^^^^^^ ^^ ^^y <^*^6 <>f incompatibility or disqualifi- 
INOOMPATI- Cation, said council or elector shall make a report 
BILITY. thereof to the governor of the province, in order 

that he may direct the suspension of such mayor if 

he deems it proper. 

SUSPENSION Art. 87.— The governor of the province may 

TOR ^YWLA' s^P^^^ *^^ mayor from office in cases when he 

TION OF CON- exceeds his powers, violates the Constitution or the 

STITUTION, laws, or for infractions of the resolutions of the prov- 

ETC. incial council, or failure to comply with his duties. 

HEAEINQ. Art. 88. — Every order of suspension diall set 

forth the cause therefor and shall be issued after 
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hearing the mayor, who shall, for this purpose, be 
informed by the governor of the charge against him. 

The mayor may within the next ten days make 
an answer in his defense, and the governor shall 
render his decision, with or without the written 
answer, within the next three days. 

The suspension having been decreed, it shall be 
carried into effect, and the governor shall forthwith 
make a report to the provincial council. He shall 
also communicate the facts to the fiscal of the res- 
pective audiencia, in cases of criminal offenses. 

Art. 89. — ^The mayor may appeal from the sus- 
pension decreed by the governor, to the president 
of the republic, within ten days from the date of 
service of notice. A contentious-administrative ap- 
peal liefi from the decision of the latter. 

If the contentious-administrative appeal should 
be dismissed, or if it should not be interposed with- 
in the legal term, the suspension shall be converted 
into removal from office; and this shall also take 
place if the mayor fails to appeal to the president 
within the legal term, after he shall have been sus- 
pended by the governor. 

Art. 90. — In the temporary or permanent ab- 
sence of the mayor, he shall be substituted in the 
discharge of his duties by the president of the mu- 
nicipal council, or the x>erson acting in his stead. 
If the absence be permanent, the substitution shaU 
continue until the end of the term for which the 
mayor may have been elected. 



BESOLXmON 
OP THE GOV- 
BBNOB. 



PEOOEDUBE. 



AP PEAL BY 
THE MAYOB. 



BEMOVAIt OP 
THE MAYOB. 



SUBST ITU- 
TION OP THE 
MAYOB. 



SALABY OP 
THE SUBSTI- 
TUTE MAYOB. 



WHEN DUE. 



Art. 91. — ^When the president of the municipal 
council or the person acting in his stead, shall sub- 
stitute the mayor for a period exceeding ten days, 
he shall draw a salary equal to one-half that receiv- 
ed by the mayor. When the substitution exceeds 
two months, his salary shall be equal to that assign- 
ed the mayor. The salary referred to in this article 
shall begin in the former case, on the eleventh day of 
the substitution, and in the latter case, at the bc^n- 
ning of the third month of the substitution. 

Art. 92. — The administrative functions of eaoh oboaniza 
municipality shall be organized into departments, xiOK OP^s^ 
which shall constitute the offices of the municipal pabtments. 
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CfitEFa 

NUMBEB 
OF DEPABT- 
MENT8. 



MI NIM UM TO 
BE THBBE. 



DEPABT- 
MENT OP TAX- 
ATION. 



administration^ for the purpose of attending to the 
various branches of the public service of the muni- 
cipality, which departments shall have at their heads 
chie& of equid rank. Each municipal eouneil maj 
fix the number of these departments as it may derai 
advisable for the proper service in local matters, «i- 
trusting one or more services to a single department, 
or otherwise; but there ^(hall always be at least three 
departments: the first, to have charge of ihe treas- 
ury and collections; the second, to have charge of 
accounting and auditing; and the third, to have 
charge of the duties of the secretary's office, com- 
prising in this case all other municipal subjects or ser- 
vices; without prejudice to the exceptions of article 
133 and of Tdtle VII of this law. 

In municipalities having a population of over one 
hundred thousand inhabitants there shall also be a de- 
partment of tax administration whdch shall be in 
charge of the preparatory proceedings in coUeeti(ms, 
compulsory proceedings and of investigation ki aU 
debts due the municipality, and shall perform the 
functions, except those of auditing or collection, con- 
ferred by this law, the municipal accounting and the 
municipal tax laws upon auditors and treasurers in 
other municipalities ; veisting in the chief of said de- 
partment aU the powers, duties and liabilities which 
this and the aforementoned laws provide in respect to 
the auditor and treasurer, in such matters. 



JUBISDIO- 
TION OP MU- 
N I C I P A L 
OOUNOIL. 

SAIiABIE& 

BEOOMMEN- 
DATI0N8 OP 
THE MAYOB. 



Art. 93. — ^All that which pertains to the orga- 
nization of departments or their modification, in a 
proper case, is definitely under the charge of the 
municipal council, which shall also have the right 
to fix, within the limits established by article 192, 
the salaries of the officials who are to render such 
services; but the mayor may recommend to the mu- 
nicipal council the plan of organization he may con- 
sider most advisable. 



CABINET 
OOUNOIL OP 
THE MAYOB. 



Art. 94.— The heads of the departments of the 
municipal administration shall meet in the office of the 
mayor, under the presidency of the latter, at such 
periodical intervals as he may fix, which shall be at 
least twice a week, in order that each of them may 
report the condition of the services of his depart- 
ment and any proposed woA for the fullest devel- 
opment of the general interests of the municipality. 
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for the purpose of obtaining unity of action in the 
munieipal administration. 

Art. 96. — ^AU the munieipal offices are public, 
as are the books and documents, and a sufficient 
time shall be fixed daily in order that they may be 
examined by any person wishing to do so. 

Art. 96. — Every head of a department of the 
munieipal administration shall, during the first 
three days of each month, forward to the president 
of the municipal council a brief report setting forth 
the status of the matters under his charge during 
the preceding month. Such reports shall be transmit* 
ted to the proper committee, which shall make a 
report thereon, if necessary, the secretary thereupon 
submitting them to the municipal council. 

OHAPTEB m. 

BABRIO MATOBS. 

Art. 97. — ^There shall be barrio mayors Where- 
ever the municipal council shall deem it necessary, 
tot the purpose of furnishing all the inhabitants of 
the municipal district with the services of the mu- 
nicipal government. 

Art. 98.— The barrio mayor shall exercise and rep- 
resent, by delegation, the municipal authority ; and in 
such capacity obedience shaH be due him in his dist- 
rict from the respective police agents. He shall taske 
an immediate report to the munieipal mayor of any 
deficiency or irregolarity that he anay observe in the 
services or public Ivorks of the municipality. 

Art. 99. — ^Barrio mayors shall be appointed by 
the mutiicipal ^unoil, on the recommendation of 
the municipal mayor. They may be removed by the 
municipal council whenever a new municipal mayor 
enters office, but always on the recommendation of 
the latter. They may also be removed at any other 
time by the municipal council for just cause, duly 
established, after hearing the interested party. 
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PUBLICITY 
OF OFFICES 
ANDBEOOBD8. 



MONTHLY BE- 
POBTS OF DE- 
FABTMENTS. 



BABEIO 
MAY0B8. 



FOWB B8 
AND DITTIES. 



APPOINT- 
MENT AND 
BEMOYAL. 



Art. 100. — ^Every barrio mayor shall have his 
substitute, who shall be appointed and removed in 
the manner prescribed by the preceding article. 



SUBSTITUTE. 
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8E0BETABY. 



When the barrio mayor ia a collector of taxes, 
he may have a secretary. 



DUTIES. 



MEDIXTM 
OF OOMMUNI- 
OATIOK. 



UV B 8T OOK 
SEOI8TES. 



BBOI8TEB 
OP IJ0EN8B& 

EXECUTION 
OF OEDEBS, 
ETC. 

EXECUTION 
OF MUNICI- 
PAIi ORDI- 

NANCES. 



HIGHWAYS. 



MEDICAL 
ATTENDANCE. 

ASSISTANCE 
TO STATE OF- 
FICIALS. 



BUBI AL OF 
PAUFEBS. 



ABANDONED 
COBPSES. 



CEBTIFICATE 
OF LIFE. 

ACCIDENTS, 
ETC. 



Art. 101. — ^In addition to the functions which 
other laws, or the resolutions of the municipal coun- 
cils, expressly entrust to him, the -barrio mayor shall 
permanently perform the following duties: 

(1) To be the medium of communication be- 
tween the inhabitants of the barrio who apply to 
him, and the superior municipal authorities, keep- 
ing, therefore, a register of documents and corres- 
pondence received and another of those sent. 

(2) To have charge of the live stock register, 
unless otherwise provided by the municipal coimcil, 
in accordance with the legislation upon the subject. 

(3) To keep a register of licenses for establish- 
ments of all kinds. 

(4) To execute and comply with such requisi- 
tions and notifications, orders and circulars as he 
may receive from superior authorities. 

(5) To exercise the necessary vigilance to se- 
cure compliance with the municipal ordinances and 
provisions of a general character emanating from 
the municipal council or the municipal mayor, re- 
porting to the latter any violations thereof that he may 
observe, for the purpose of the imposition of the 
respective fines, if proper. 

(6) To take care that the public highways and 
rights of way are kept in a good condition. 

(7) To issue tickets providing for medical at- 
tendance at the homes of the poor. 

(8) To furnish the assistance which, by reason 
of their functions, may be demanded by the agents 
of the treasury, treasury inspectors, or any delegate 
of the central power. 

(9) To issue permits for the burial of paupers 
and to take all necessary steps in cases of death 
without medical attendance, including the inscrip- 
tion in the civil registry. 

(10) To take charge of abandoned corpses, mak- 
ing a preliminary investigation, until the arrival of 
the court. 

(11) To report in proceedings for the issue of 
certificates of life. 

(12) To report immediately to the municipal 
mayor any interruption in the public services, and 
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any accidents and imperfections that he may obBerye 
therein, such as the breakage of water pipes, the 
sinking of bridges, and any other of a similar char- 
acter which he should report. 

(13) To discharge the duties of collector of mu- 
nicipal taxes, whenever he is delegated to do so, ac- 
cording to the provisions of article 207. 

(14) To co-operate in the enforcement of tbe 
provisions prohibiting the presence of children of 
school age in the public streets, except for good 
cause, during school hours. 



OOLLBOTOB. 



ATTENDANCE 
AT SCHOOLS. 



Art. 102. — The obligations enumerated In the 
preceding article may be entrusted, in whole or in 
part by the municipal council, to other officials, 
whenever there is no mayor in a barrio. 

Art. 103. — The office of barrio mayor is obli- 
gatory, gratuitous and honorary, but the barrio may- 
or discharging the duties of a collector of munici- 
pal taxes shall draw the salary the council may 
fix, within the limits prescribed by article 192 of 
this law. 



EXCEPTIONS. 



Om CE QBA- 
TUITOITS AND 
HONOBABY. 

8ALABY AS 
COLLECTOB. 



CHAFTEB IV. 



MUNICIPAL BMPLOYEBS. 



Art. 104. — All municipal officials and employ^esB 
who are not named by popular election shall be ^V'W 
pointed and removed by the municipal council, as pre-*' 
scribed by the civil service law and the provisions of 
this law; but the mayor shall appoint and remove the 
employees of has offitee, subject to the same provisions. 

The appointment of the secretary of municipal 
administration and officials and employees of munic- 
ipal police shall be made upon nomination by the 
mayor. 

All other appointments shall be revoked by the 
municipal council if the mayor protests against them, 
and appointments shall be made of other persons. 



APPOINT- 
MENT AND 
BEMOVAL OP 
OPFIOIALS 
AND EMPLOY- 



Art. 106. — The mayor may decree and enforce 
the suspension of any employee of the municipal 
administration, whose removal he may have recom- 
mended to the municipal council, always observing 
the provisions of the civil service law. 



SUSPENSION 
OP EBfPLOY- 
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8B0BETABY Alt. 106. — In order to be secretary of ihe ma* 

Sat atvm^^ nicipaJ administration, it is necessary to be a Oa- 
T^TOON^ ban citizen, by birth or naturalization, over twenty- 
three years of age, to be in the full enjoyment of 
civil and political rights, and not subject to any of 
the incompatibilities mentioned in the following ar- 
ticle. 

Art. 107. — The following shall be ineligible for 
the office of secretary of the municipal adminis- 
tration : 

(1) Councilmen of the same municipal council 

(2) Notaries and court clerks. 

(3) Public employees. 

(4) Persons included in any of the cases of 
article 46 of this law. 



nrooMPATi- 

BILITIES. 



FITNOnONS. 



QB NEBAL 
DUTIES. 



PBEPASA 
TION OF PRO- 
OEEDIFGB. 

OU8TODYOF 
DOOXTMBNTS. 



SEPOBTS TO 
ICAYOB. 



BEQISTEBS. 
0BBTIFI0ATE8. 

CUSTODIAN 
OF BEOOBDS. 



Art. 108. — The secretary of the municipal ad- 
ministration shall be the head of the secretary's de- 
partment of the municipal administration, and, in 
addition to the duties which other laws or the reso- 
lutions of the municipal council expressly entrust 
to him, it shall be his duty: * 

(1) To organize and exercise an inspection over 
and attend to everything connected with the office 
of which he is the head. 

(2) To take action on and prepare for deci- 
sion, cases coming under his department. 

(3) To keep in his custody, under his strictest 
liability, the documents received from the munici- 
pal executive containing resolutions of the muni- 
cipal council. 

(4) To propose, without delay, to the mayor, 
a&ything which may be pifoper for the execution of 
the resolutions of the municipal council which have 
become final, making, under his strictest liability 
the date of the report of each matter to the mayor ap- 
pear in the record. 

(5) To see that registers of the documents and 
official correspondence received and sent are kept. 

(6) To issue and sign the certificates which the 
mayor may order prepared. 

(7) To have in his custody the records of the 
municipality, as a duty attached to the office of 
the secretary of the municipal administration, where 
there is no custodian of records. 
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(8) To act as secretary at the meetings pre- 
scribed by article 94 of this law. 

(9) To prepare the material for messages, re- 
ports, and other works entrusted to him by the laws 
or the mayor. 

(10) To have under his charge and direct the work 
of the register of population, under the authority of 
the mayor. 



SPEOIAI. 
SEOSETABT. 

MESSAOES, 
BEPOBTS, ETC. 

DIBEOnON 
OP BEQISTEB. 



Art. 109. — ^The secretary of the municipal ad- 
ministration shall also perform all such duties as 
may be conferred by the codes, special laws, regu- 
lations, instructions and other provisions of a gen- 
eral character, upon the secretary of the municipal 
council, excepting those which continue vested in 
the latter, according to article 147 of this law. 



ADDinONAI. 
DUTIES. 



Art. 110. — The accountant-auditor of the mu- 
^icipality shall be the head of the accounting and 
auditil^g department, and shall have the powers, 
duties and responsibilities prescribed hy the municipal 
aiecounting law. 



▲00OT7NT- 
ANT-AXn>ITOB. 



POWE B8AND 
DUTIES. 



Art. 111. — ^Tke treasurer-collector of the muni- 
cipality shall be the head of the department of the 
treasury and collections, in which capacity he shall 
have the custody of the funds, and shall have the 
powers, duties and responsibilities prescribed by the 
municipal accounting law. 



TBEASUBEB- 
OOLLEOTOB. 



POWEBS 
AND DUTIES. 



Art. 112. — Bvenr municipal official or employee 
handling funds of the municipality shall, before en- 
tering upon the discharge of his duties, famish the 
bond fixed by the municipal council, and, in addi- 
tion thereto, he shall be required to render acccunts. 
In no case shall the bond be personal. Contraeiora 
and eoncessionnaires, before beginning their work or 
service, shall likewise furnish a bond. 



BONDS OF 
OPPICIALS, 
EMPLOYEES, 
OONTBAOTOBS 
AND CONOES- 
8I0NNAIBES. 

NOT TO BE 
PEBSONAI.. 



Art. 113. — ^No municipal employee shall become employees 
interested, either directly or intMrectly, in services, JS|-|^2^ ™ 
concessions, contracts or the furnishing of supplies ooiNT^OTS. 
connected with the municipality, unJer penalty of 
removal from office, and without prejadica to the 
criminid liability they may incur. 
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TITLE IV. 

FUNCTIONS OP THB MUNICIPAL OOVEBNlfBNT. 
OHAPTEB I. 



PUTIE S AND 
POWBS8. 



POWEB8 TO 
BEOI7LATE 
MITNIOIPAL 
AFFAIBS. 



TO BE A 
JITBIDIOAL 
PEBSON. 



MUNIOIPAI. 
PBOPEBTY. 



OWNBB8HTP 
OP ITS PBO- 
PEBTY, 



PUBLIC SALE. 



Duties and Powers of the Municipal CouncU. 

Art. 114. — It shall be the duty of the municipal 
council, in every case, to take all proper steps to 
provide for the common needs of the municipality 
and any measures it may deem conducive to the 
prosperity and culture thereof. 

For these purposes, the municipal council is 
hereby vested with all powers necessary to regulate, 
by its deliberations and resolutions, all affairs of 
the municipality within the provisions of this law. 

Art. 116. — A municipality shall be a juridical 
person for all the purposes of Chapter II, of Title 
II, Book First of the Civil Code, and in accordance 
with article 38 of said Code it may sue and be sued 
and acquire all kinds of rights, by any legal means, 
enjoying them in the form it may deem most favor- 
able to the general interests of the community. 

Art. 116. — Every municipality shall have an 
inalienable and imprescriptible ownership, consider- 
ed as property dedicated to public use, over the 
highways and roads within its district, over the 
streets, avenues, promenades, squares, water fronts, 
bridges, fountains, trees, and any other place ot 
publie use, including their respective soil and sub- 
soil, if the latter should not be the subject of a 
concession by the state for the operation of mines. 

The municipality also has the public ownership 
of the property belonging to it and which it uses 
privately for the purposes of municipal public ad- 
ministration. This property, and that which con- 
stitutes, as communal or patrimonial, the private 
property of the municipality, used for private pur- 
poses, may be alienated, when the municipal council 
so resolves, as necessary or advisable, by a vote of 
two-thirds of the number of councilmen it should 
have in accordance with this law, upon a report of 
the committee on the treasury and budget. The sale 
shall always take place at public auctimi, advertising 
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the same in t>wo newspapers of the locality, if there are 
any puMished therein, for twenty days; in case there 
are no newspapers, the advertisement shall be made 
by posters. 

The property of public ownership of the muni- 
cipality, when it ceases to be dedicated to the gen- 
eral use of the residents, or the public purposes of 
the municipal administration, becomes part of the 
private property of the municipality. 

Lands which, according to their original titles, 
appear to have been granted or donated to the orig- 
inal inhabitants or to the natives of the municipal 
district, or of the ancient towns, cities, or cities and 
towns with special characters, and which have not 
been acquired by third persons in any of the forms 
prescribed by law, shall also be considered as private 
property of municipalities, and may be recorded as 
such in the registries of property. 

The provisions of this article shall not operate 
to prevent a municipal council, by a vote of two- 
thirds of the councilmen which it should have in 
Accordance with this law, from ceding or alienating 
property of the municipality to the province or the 
state, for public uses. 



PRIVATE 
PROPEBTY OF 
THE MUKIOI- 
PALTTY. 



aRANTS OF 
LANDS. 



0ES8IOK TO 
IHE STATE OB 
THE PEOVIN- 
CE. 



Art. 117. — ^The provisions of the preceding ar- 
ticle as to the alienation of the property of the mu- 
nicipality, shall always apply when it is desired to 
lease or encumber any property thereof, provided 
its value exceeds three thousand dollars. 



PB OOED UBE 
TOENOUMBEB 
OB ALIENATE. 



Art. 118. — In order to institute judicial pro- JiroioiAL 

ceedings, make compromises, abandon legal remedies, WWOEEDINOB, 
or admit the allegations of petitioners, a resolution 
of the municipal council adopted by at least two-thirds 
of the number of councilmen which the council should 
have in accordance with this law, shall be necessary. 

Art. 119. — The proceeds from the redemption APPLIOA- 

of annuities from real estate of the municipality, or J^« j?J ^5^ 
the alienation of its property, shaU preferably be ap- ^^jjenations. 
plied : 

(1) To the cancellation of charges on other 
property of the municipality. 

(2) To the payment of debts not included in 
its current obligations. 
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OONTBAOTS. j^^ 120.— ^he mayor may enter into eontracte 

for municipal works and serviees, always after ad- 
vertising for public bids, advertised as provided in 
article 116, reserving the right to reject one or ajl of 
the bJds, and calling for new proposals ; or, by a resolu- 
tion of at least two-thirds of the«total number of £Oun- 
cilmen which the council should have in accordance 
with this law, enter directly into contracts for such 
works or services, under the most favorable conditions 
he can obtain^ either in the event the bids received have 
been rejected or when no bids hfeve been received. 
BXOSPnON. The provisions of this article shall not apply 

to contracts involving not more than two hundred 
dollars. 

BiATEBIAL Art. 121. — The purchase of material and sup. 

AND SUP- pij^ \jy amounts exceeding two hundred dollars, 

must be made after public bidding, in accordance 

with the provisions of the preceding article. 

OMISSION Whenever the material and supplies are manu- 

OF ADVBBTIS- factured or sold by a single person or firm, they 

INOFOBBlDa may be purchased directly, without advertising for 

bids, but the resolution authorizing such purchases 

shall set forth the reasons therefor. 



OOOFERA- 
HON OFMUN- 
lOIPALITIES. 

MIXED COM- 
MISSION. 



ESTIMATE 
OF COST. 



Art. 122. — ^Municipal councils may join for the 
purpose of undertaking works of any character 
which interest two or more municipalities in com- 
mon, designating for the purpose a mixed commis- 
sion of two councihnen for each municipality, whose 
report shall be submitted in due time to each muni- 
cipal council for action. 

Said commission shall include in its report an 
estimate of the expenses and the means to meet the 
same, in an equitable proportion, by the municipal- 
ities interested. 



SFEOIAL 
INVESTIOA- 
TIONS. 



OOBOOSSION. 



Art. 123. — The municipal council may direct 
investigations to be made in any department or di- 
vision of the municipal administration, as also of 
the acts or conduct of any official, contractor or 
concessionnaire of the municipality, in his relations 
with the same. In such cases the municipal council 
may delegate one or more councilmen to make such 
investigation, and may also detail an employee to 
act as secretary. 
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The investigating commission may take tlie 
testimony, under oath or affirmation, of as many 
persons as it may deem advisable, omitting such 
oath or affirmation when examining the employees, 
contractors or concessionnaires against whom charges 
may appear. The commission may subpoena through 
the police, the persons who are to testify. And if the 
witnesses should refuse to appear, or should fail to 
do so after service of two subpoenas, without alleging 
a good cause, or if upon appearing they should re- 
fuse to testify, the judicial authorities shall be in- 
formed, for the proper purposes. 

The commission may also examine books and 
documents of aU kinds, the legal provisions govern- 
ing the subject being observed in obtaining and 
examining the same. In case of unjustified refusal 
to produce or deliver books or documents, the judi- 
cial authorities shall be advised for the proper pur- 
poses. 

Upon the conclusion of the investigation, the 
commission shall make a report to the municipal 
council, recommending the adoption of the resolu- 
tions which may be proper, in the judgment of the 
commission, and the council shall decide, either ex- 
tending the investigation, or accepting that made. 

During the investigation, the commission may 
suspend any employee from duty, giving the grounds 
for such action and submitting tibe matter for ac- 
tion at once to the municipal council, or to the 
mayor, if the employee should belong to the office 
of the latter. 

The resoluticm finally adopted by the municipal 
council shall be merely administrative, the cogni- 
zance of any criminal offense which may be presum- 
ed to have been committed, either by reason of the 
acts which gave rise to the investigation, or acts 
committed during the same, passing to the court of 
competent jurisdiction. 



WITNESSES 
AND OATHS. 
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FOB B ETPSA I. 
TO TESTIF7. 
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Art. 124. — The central power shall provide, in 
the capital of the republic, for sanitation, the police 
force, and the maintenance of public order, and for 
everything pertaining to embellishment, hygiene and 
progress in general; initiating and executing the 
public works it may deem advisable, and establish- 
ing the services it may consider necessary, without 
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thereby relieving the municipal council of its own 
obligations. 

The national executive shall have the direc* 
tion and administration of such works and services, 
unless he shall relinquish the same voluntarily, and 
shall agree with the municipal council upon the 
proportion of the cost which the latter should con- 
tribute. 

The proportion having been agreed on, or in 
case of a disagreement, the national executive shall 
make a report to Congress, which may determine 
said proportion by means of a law, or modify the 
proportion a^eed on between the national executive 
and the municipal council, in the manner it may deem 
proper. 



aAKITATION, 
CHABITIES, 
FUBLIO IN8- 
TBITCTION 
AND FUBLIO 
OBDEB. 



Art. 126. — The municipal council may provide 
for and organize, within the general system of the 
state, ever3rthing it may deem necessary or advisable 
in furtherance of local interests in the matter of sani- 
tation, charities, public instruction and public order. 

In pursuance thereof, the state shall organize, 
under its direction and at its cost, any of these 
branches of the public administration, when it shall 
deem it proper, either temporarily or permanently. 



POWH B8 
AND DUTIES. 

OONTBOLOF 
FUNDS AND 
FBOPEBTT. 

TAXES. 



LICENSES. 

FUBLIO 
B0AD8. 



Art. 126. — The municipal council shall, among 
other powers and duties, have the following: 

(1) To exercise supreme control over the funds 
and property of the municipality and make the ap- 
propriations for municipal expenses. 

(2) To provide for the levy and collection of 
taxes for general and special purposes, on personal 
or real property, or on business, industries, profes- 
sions, arts and trades, according to the law of munic- 
ipal taxation. 

(3) To fix the amount, conditions and requisites 
for the issue of licenses. 

(4) With regard to public roads, urban or ru- 
ral, in their municipal character, to take all neces- 
sary steps to open, close, align, broaden, grade, 
change, extend, pave, regulate their use, remove ob- 
structions and prevent encroachments thereon; and 
also with respect to parks, squares, promenades, 
bridges and other places of this character, always 
providing for their cleaning, lighting, sprinklings 
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repair, draining, sidewalks, sewers, and everjrthing 
else demanded in the service of security, hygiene, 
comfort and ornamentation. 

(5) To prepare plans and maps for the appli- 
cation of the existing system of roads, to conform, 
in so far as possible, with the street plans; to direct 
that all subdivisions for the purpose of urbanization, 
be laid out with reference to the streets, alleys, 
parks, squares, bridges and other public means of 
communication, after consultation with the proper 
technical official, and that any guttering or grading, 
curbing, sewers, ornamentation, laying of pipes and 
other conduitB prior to paving, be done subject to the 
plaais of the municipal council. 

(6) With regard to buildings, to regulate their 
alignment, height, weight, security of foundation 
and construction, and their sanitary conditions in 
accordance with the laws governing the subject, and 
to take any other steps necessary in this matter in 
furtherance of the common welfare. 

(7) To determine the form and conditions of 
construction, security, surveillance, sanitation and 
embellishment of water fronts, sea walls, docks, 
wharves and dock yards, regulating the use thereof, 
the transportation connected therewith, and any- 
thing else relating to the same, in so far as com- 
patible with the rights of the state and the sanit- 
ary laws. 

(8) With regard to fairs, markets, slaughter- 
houses, and other similar establishments, to provide 
sanitary and other regulations for the same, subject 
always to the supervision otf the state in matters of 
sanitation. 

(9) With regard to suburbs and other outskirts 
of the city properly so-called, to provide for the 
urbanization, sanitation and embellishment thereof, 
to encourage their building up, to facilitate their 
means of communication with the centers of popula- 
tion, and to do everything in this respect advisable 
for or in furtherance of the interests of the muni- 
cipality. 

(10) With regard to public morals and customs, 
it shall provide for everything conducive to their 
betterment, as also to the extinction of vice, and the 
remedying and prevention of perversion, prostitu- 
tion, gambling, drunkenness and mendicancy; to 
protect the helpless, the indigent and the needy, 
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provided this be not incompatible with the general 
system of the state, and to stimulate individual 
initiative, for the purpose of creating moral and 
charitable institutions. 

(11) To provide for everything that, in addition 
to the provisions of the general plan of the state, 
may conduce to the creation or encouragement of 
private initiative, with regard to institutions of ele- 
mentary or superior instruction, and all that per- 
tains to libraries, expositions, music, theatres, botan- 
ical gardens, zoological collections, museums, gym- 
nasiums, and baths, all of public service. 

(12) To prohibit the throwing or depositing of 
filth, garbage, and other offensive sutetances in 
any street, ailey, or public park or square; to adopt 
the proper measures for the collection and disposi- 
tion of such matter, and to maintain said public 
places in a cleanly conditicm. 

(13) To regulate the keeping and use of ani- 
mals, in so far as they affect public health and that 
of other animals. 

(14) To regulate the construction of water-closets, 
latrines, sewers, drains, and cesspools in accordance 
with the general system of the state. 

(15) To require that any structure which is in 
a dangerous condition, be repaired or demolished by 
the owner or possessor thereof, at his cost, and if he 
fails to do so that this be done by the municipal 
administration at the former's cost. 

(16) To require that any ground or building 
in an unsanitary condition, be cleaned by the owner 
or tenant, and if these latter should fail to comply 
with said order, to cause the work to be done by the 
municipal administration, and the cost thereof as- 
sessed against the land or building. 

(17) To prohibit and regulate, in a proper case, 
the transit of animals, the impounding of the same, 
their custody and sale, in order to defray the costs 
and pay the fines prescribed by the ordinances; as 
also the destruction of those considered dangerous 
or undesirable, in accordance with such ordinances. 

(18) To fix the precautions to be observed by 
railroads and tramways in passing through the 
streets and to regulate the speed thereof and of 
wagons, carts, automobiles, carriages and trucks, and 
all kinds of vehicles within urban limits; to provide 
regulations to avoid accidents and fires from loco- 
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motives, and require th€ railroad comipanies to con- 
struct, if necessary, viaducts over their lines at street 
crossings. 

(19) To regulate the use, location and form of 
poles for telegraph wires, electric lighting or tele- 
phone wires, on public roads and lands, within ur- 
ban limits, and to do the same with respect to the 
use of such roads and lands, when pipes for gas, 
water, steam, refrigerated air, or conduits for tele- 
graph or telephone wires, light or motive power are 
laid. 

(20) To fix the limits within which it shall be piBE LIMlTa 
forbidden to construct buildings other than of fire- 
proof material. 

(21) To regulate the installation and use of 
steam boilers and to make proper provision for their 
inspection. 

(22) To make proper provision for the sealing 
and inspection of weights and measures. 

(23) To make proper provision to regulate the 
marking of streets and the numbering of houses and 
lots. 
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(24) To regulate the holding of meetings on 
public streets and in public places, and circulation 
through the same. 

(25) To regulate the inspection of meat, fruit, 
poultry, milk, &ih, vegetables and other articles of 
food. 

(26) To establish, regulate and maintain police 
and fire departments. 

(27) To prescribe rules for establishments or 
installations of an inconvenient, unhealthy or dan- 
gerous character, and for anything else considered 
prejudicial or troublesome to the neighborhood. 

(28) To fix the rates to be charged for the use 
of water, gas, electric current or any other public 
service furnished by private individuals, within the 
municipality, without prejudice to acquired rights. 

(29) To fix the rates for the transportation of 
passengers and merchandise, other than by railroads. 

(30) To issue the ordinances and regulations 
compatible with the law, which may be necessary xiON?^^^^" 
in the exercise and execution of the powers and 

duties comprised in this article, as also any others 
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which may be instrumental in contributing to the 
safety of persons and property; to preserve health 
and stimulate public prosperity; insure peace and 
good customs; and to promote the general welfare 
of the municipality and its inhabitants; and fixing 
fines for violation thereof at sums not exceeding one 
hundred dollars. 

(31) The provisions of this law which recognize 
the powers of the state, in relation to the matters 
comprised within the sphere of action of the munici- 
palities, shall always be taken into consideration in 
the exercise of the preceding authority and powers, 
and any others which may be vested in the munici- 
pal council. 
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Art. 127. — Notwithstanding the general organi- 
zation established by this law for all municipalities, 
any municipal council may study the additions or 
changes of any character or nature which may be 
necessary or useful owing to their topography, cus- 
toms, character, resources, traditions,' population 
and other circunLsrtances ; or they may call attention 
to that which is prejudicial to them in this law, or 
which it would be to their interest to have introduc- 
ed herein, in order to make it congruous with the 
actual local life, the interested councils proposing 
therefor the legal forms which, in their judgment, 
would improve, protect and develop their peculiar 
interests. 

If the municipal coimcil, after having heard on 
the subject the respective committees of the same, 
the private associations and bodies, representative in 
the municipality of intelligence, wealth and industry, 
should resolve upon the advisability of carrying out 
the matter studied, it shall then submit it with a 
petition to Congress, setting forth the reasons there- 
for. 
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Art. 128. — ^Whenever the municipal council 
shall find it necessary to decide upon the manner 
in which any public service of prime necessity is to 
be carried out, it shall commence by calling on the 
committee on the treasury and budget for a rei>ort 
within a period of thirty days, as to what proce- 
dure among the following methods it considers most 
appropriate to that end: 
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(1) A concession to or a contract with a person 
or company to furnish said service. 

(2) The ownership by the municipality of the 
industry, with its respective plant or establishment, 
and placing the operation thereof in charge of a 
person or company as lessee. 

(3) The ownership by the municipality of the 
industiy and the operation thereof through the mu- 
nicipal administration. 

Upon such report being rendered, the president 
of the municipal council shall call a special session 
to consider the matter, and in order to adopt a res- 
olution thereon, a vote of at least two-thirds the num- 
ber of councilmen which the council should have in ac- 
cordance with this law, shall be necessary. 
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Art. 129. — If the municipal council should CASEOPCON- 
select the first of the three methods mentioned in 2555???^ ^^ 
the preceding article, then, in addition to advertis- 
ing for bids, and the general and special conditions 
which may be agreed on relating to a proper service 
and the fixing of reasonable prices, the following re- 
quisites shall be fulfilled, under the penalty of nul- 
lity: 

(1) The life of the concession shall never ex- yeabs™PB* 
ceed thirty years. 



CONTBACT. 



BEQUISITE8. 



(2) In addition to the bonus paid the munici- 
pality for the concession, it shall always receive 
from the concessionaire an annual cash royalty of 
never less than five per cent, of the groeR receipts 
of the industry. 

(3) The account books of the concessionnaire 
should clearly show all his receipts and all his ex- 
penditures, all hijs assets and all his indebtedness, 
the accountant of the municipality being expressly 
authorized to examine them in order, at any time, 
to ascertain the condition of the affairs of the con- 
cessionnaire. The mayor or any person or commission 
delegated by him or by the municipal council to 
do so, shall have the same right. 

(4) It shall be stipulated that, upon the conces- 
sion terminating for any reason whatsoever, all the 
property of the concession, without exception, shall 
pass to the full ownership of the municipality, with- 
out any compensation whatsoever on the part of the 
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municipality, or with such compensation as it may 
be deemed advisable to fix in the resolution panting 
the concession. 

(5) The agreement between the municipality 
and the concessionnaire shall always contain a stip- 
ulation establishing the conditions under which the 
municipality may put an end to the concession and 
take possession of the property belonging thereto. 

(6) The concessionnaire shall bind himself to 
submit annually to the accounting office of the mu- 
nicipality, a certified balance of what are at that 
time his receipts and expenditures, property and 
debts, with special reference to the principal books 
and documents from which such data are derived, 
the authenticity of which the municipal accountant 
may verify personally or through the person or com- 
mission he may delegate for the purpose. These re- 
ports shall be published at once, the accountant filing 
the originals and also comprising such reports in 
the annual report of his department. 

(7) It shall be agreed that the concession may 
be rescinded and terminated to the prejudice of the 
concessionnaire, either on account of inefficiait ser- 
vice to the public, according to the cases determin- 
ed in the concession, or on account of failure to 
maintain in a good condition, as provided in the 
terms of the concession, the material and other pro- 
perty of the concession; without prejudice to liab- 
ility to fines, the minimum and maximum amount 
of which shall be fixed for such cases of non-com- 
pliance, which are not causes sufficient for rescis- 
Mon. 

(8) It shall also be stipulated that the conces- 
sionnaire may introduce improvements in his meth- 
ods or introduce new methods to that end; but al- 
ways with the previous authorization which the mu- 
nicipal council shall grant, if it should deem it in 
furtherance of the public interests. 

(9) The institution of arbitration shall be 
agreed on, both for the adjustment of questions be- 
tween the municipal authorities and the concession- 
naire company, and between the latter and its em- 
ployees. 

(10) If possible, an agreement shall be made 
also for a reduction in the rates at which the pro- 
duct is furnished, or the service rendered, such re- 
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duction being proportional to the profits obtained 
from the concession. 

(11) Anything else which may be deemed prop- ADDITIONAL 
er, according to the nature of the concession in M8QUISITES. 
question. 

Art. 130. — If the municipal council should se- CASE OP 
lect the third of the propositions referred to in ar- MUNICIPAL 
tide 128, the matter shall again be referred to the OWNERSHIP. 
committee on the treasury and budget, in order 
that it may, within a period of forty-five days, with 
the advice, if it deems it neceasary, of the respect- 
ive technical official in the service of the municipal- TECHNICAL 
ity, render a detailed report on the following points : OPPICIAL. 

(1) The determination of the works of instal- INSTALLATION 
lation and their probable cost. AND COST. 

(2) The revenues upon which the municipality REVENUES. 
relies to meet this cost. 



(3) The cost of production of the material to 
be manufactured or of the service to be furnished. 

(4) The technical ,and administrative organiza- 
tion of the enterprise or service to be established. 

(5) The time within which it is estimated that 
it will be necessary to renew any of the material 
composing the works of installation, and the prob- 
able cost of such renewal. 

(6) The economic and social advantages which 
it is presumed the municipality will derive by own- 
ing such industry or service and operating it di- 
rectly. 

(7) If there is in the municijyal district any 
other business or public service of private ownership, 
similar to that which it is intended to mimi^cipalize, 
the report shall determine whether it is deemed con- 
ducive to the interests of the municipality to ac- 
quire, if it be possible, the business in question, and 
the consequences to be expected in the event of the 
co-existence of the municipalized and the private 
Dusiness or service. 
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Art. 131. — If it should clearly appear from the approval 
report referred to in the preceding article, that the BT THE COUN- 
industry or service to be municipalized promises suf- ^'^^ 
ficient revenue to meet all the current expenses of 
supplies and personnel and pay the interest and 
provide a sinking fund to meet the installments of 
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the loan which the municipality might require for 
such ends, the municipal council shall meet again 
in special session, for the purpose of considering 
said report; and if it should be approved by a vote 
of at least two-thirds of the coxincilm^i which the 
council should have in accordaflice with this law, or 
with such modifications as may be deemed proper, it 
shall resolve to submit the matter ad referendum^ in 
accordance with the procedure prescribed by the elect- 
oral law. 

Art. 132. — K the project submitted ad referen- 
dum should obtain the favorable votes of at least two- 
thirds of the electors of the municipal district, it shall 
be considered approved. Otherwise, it shall be consi- 
dered rejected, and the matter cannot again be consi- 
dered by the muni<»ipal council until after two years 
shall have expired. 

Art. 133. — If the referendum should be favor- 
able to the municipalized service, it shall be entrust- 
ed to a special department of the municipal admin- 
istration, which shall be organized for the purpose, 
and which shall have its respective divisions of ad- 
ministration, treasury, accounting and auditing. 

Art. 134. — The municipal council shall provide 
regulations for every municipalized service, in which, 
in addition to all that pertains to the interior order 
of the respective department, the relations to exist 
between said department and the committee on the 
treasury and budget of the municipal council, or 
the special committee which the latter may deem it 
proper to create, shall be determined. 

Art. 136. — An adequate sum shall always be ap- 
plied from the net receipts of any municipalized 
work or service, as a reserve fund, to provide for 
the needs, repairs, improvements and extension 
thereof, and for anything else required by public 
interests in relation with the development of said 
service. 

Whenever loans shall have been contracted by 
the municipality for the acquisition, establishment 
or improvement of said municipalized service, a cer- 
tain percentage of the net receipts shall be set aside 
for the payment of the principal and interest ac- 
cruing on said loan. 
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After providing fully for the foregoing obliga- 
tions, the remainder of the profit shall be covered 
into the municipal treasury. 

Art. 136. — ^Whenever it shall appear that the 
municipalized work or service is being operated at 
a profit, it shall be the duty of the municipal coun- 
cil to consider the advisability of reducing for the 
next term, the rates for the service or the cost of the 
product to the public. 

In the ease of losses, they shall be defrayed from 
the reserve fund ; and, if that should be insufficient, 
from the municipal treasury. 
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Art. 137. — ^The municipal council may, at any 
time, upon a report of the municipal accountant, 
the mayor, the committee on the treasury and budget 
and the head of the respective departmait, resolve 
whether the resolution of municipalization should 
or should not be revoked, and, in an affirmative case, 
it shall decide whether said industry or municipal pub- 
lic service, can and should be suppressed, or whether 
it should be continued under a concession or contract^ 
according to the .provisions of this title. 

If at the end of any fiscal year, it should ap- 
pear that the municipalized service or industry is 
being operated at a loss, the proceedings prescribed 
by this article shall be obligatory, and the municipal 
council must resolve in view of the results thereof. 
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Art. 138. — ^If the municipal council should select 
the second of the methods fixed in article 128, the 
provisions of articles 129 to 131 shall be observed in 
so far as applicable to each specific case, ^^xcepting 
the referendum; but without omitting the public 
bids. 
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SESSIONS OP THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL. 



Art. 139. — The municipal council shall be oblig- 
ed to meet, without the necessity of a call, four 
times a year, the first Mondays in February, April, 
August and November: In municipalities having a 
population of more than one hundred thousand in- 
habitants, such sessions shall last, in each period, at 
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least twenty-five working dayst. In municipalities hav- 
ing a population of one hundred thousand or less in- 
habitante, but more than twenty thousand, the dura- 
tion shall be »t least fifteen working days. And in those 
having a population not exceeding twenty thousand 
inhabitants, the duration shall be at least ten working 
days. 

Art. 140. — ^A councilman who shall, without just 
cause, fail to attend three consecutive sessions, shall 
incur penal liability for ahandomnent of office, and 
the municipal council shall report the facts to the court 
of competent jurisdiction, for the proper purposes. 

The provisions of the first paragraph of article 
78, respecting the non-attendance of associate mem- 
bers, shall be applicable to the non-attendance of 
the councilmen, both with reference to the sessions 
of the council and of the committees of which they 
may be members. 

Art. 141. — ^When a councilman, or one of his 
relatives within the fourth degree, should have a 
direct interest in a matter submitted to the consid- 
eration of the municipal council, he shall not par- 
ticipate in the discussions or the voting thereon, and 
shall withdraw from the session hall while the mat- 
ter is being discussed and voted on. 



CALL FOB Art 142. — For attendance at regular sessions, 

SESSIONS. the previous citation of the councilmen shall not be 

necessary; but it shall be necessary for special ses- 
sions, the call setting forth the ground or grounds 
for the session, no other matters being considered at 
such session. 
TIME FOB '^^ citation shall be served upon each council- 

OITATIONS. man at least twenty-four hours in advance. 

SPEOIAL Art. 143. — The president of the municipal coun- 

*^E^^^^« cil shall call an extra session whenever he shall deem 

it advisable, or when at least one-rthird of the total 

number of councilmen which the municipal council 

should have in accordance with this law request it. 

EXTENSION Art. 144. — ^The municipal council shall, within 

OF SESSIONS, each legal term, if it deems it proper, resolve to ex- 
tend its sessions, always determining the length of 
such extension; but it may resolve upon a further 
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extension before the previous one has expired. After 
the expiration of the last extension resolved on, 
exoept in the case of special sessions, any session 
held before the next legal term shall be null, as shall 
also any resolutions adopted at the same, excepting 
special sessions. 

Special sessions held without the proper citation 
made in legal form, shall also foe null. 

Nevertheless, any session attended by all the 
members of the municipal council shall be valid. 

Art. 146. — ^The secretary of the municipal coun- 
cil shall prepare minutes of every session setting 
forth the names of the president and other council- 
men present, the matters considered and the action 
thereon, the result of the voting, the lists of roll calls 
and the entrance and exit of the councilmen from 
the session hall. 

The minutes shall contain the opinions of the 
minorities and their reasons, if they should so re- 
quest. 

Art. 146. — ^The minutes shall constitute the 
formal document showing the resolutions adopted; 
the secretary of the municipal council shall draft 
and sign the same under his liability, and they shall 
be signed, in addition, by two councilmen present at 
the session at which the minutes are read and ap- 
proved, to be designated at this time by the pres- 
ident of the municipal council, who shall also sign. 

Art. 147. — The duties of the secretary of the 
municipal council shall be: 

(1) To attend all the sessions of the municipal 
council, in order to give an account of the corre- 
spondence and other matters, in the form and order 
directed by the president. 

(2) To prepare the rough draft of the minutes 
and read it at the beginning of the next session, dur- 
ing which, after the approval of such draft or the 
modifications thereof which may be resolved on, each 
sheet thereof shall be signed by the two councilmen 
designated, in accordance with the provisions of the 
preceding article. The secretary shall transcribe or 
cause said minutes to be transcribed in a book to be 
kept for the purpose, within five days after the ap- 
proval thereof and, after they have been signed by 
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the persons mentioned in the following artide, he 
shall file the rough draft of the same. 

In the case of a special session or of the last 
session of one of the legal terms, or its extensions, 
referred to in articles 139 and 144, the rough draft 
of the minutes shall be approved and signed at the 
same session. 

(3) To prepare the data for the woA of the 
committees and for the resolution of the municipal 
council, forwarding such data to the committees and 
reporting such action to the council. 

(4) To submit, in due time, for the signature 
of the president the documents and correspondence 
to be prepared in pursuance of resolutions of the 
municipal council or for other proper purposes. 

(5) To issue and authorize with his signature 
such certificates as the president may direct. 

(6) To attend to any other matter which pro- 
visions of law or the municipal council may entrust 
to him. 
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Art. 148. — The book of minutes of the munici- 
pal oouncil shall be under the custody of the sec- 
retary. In the margin of each leaf, the seal of the 
corporation shall be placed, and the fallowing shall 
sign at the foot of each of the minutes: First, the 
president, then the councilmen designated for the 
purpose, and finally, the secretary, who shall cer- 
tify to the fact that the former signed in his pres- 
ence. 
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Art. 149. — ^The secretary may, if he deems it 
advisskble, have an employee, designated for the pur- 
pose by the municipal council, to aid him as assist- 
ant secretary at the sessions. 

The municipal council may also appoint an 
employee as the permanent assistant to the secretary 
in all his duties. 



OASH BAIt- Art. 160. — ^At the first session of each term, the 

ANOE. secretary of the municipal council shall read a re- 

port of the cash balance and the condition of thft 
municipal funds on hand, according to a detail^ 
statement of receipts and disbursements, which the 
mayor shall send for this purpose a sufficient time 
in advance, to the president of the municipal counciL 
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Art. 161. — The voting shall always be by roll 
ca'll, the vote of each i)erson present being xecorded 
in the minutes. 

In the case of a question affecting the president 
or any of the councilmen, or their relatives within 
the fourth degree, or the appointment of a person 
to an office, or his removal therefrom, the voting 
fihall be by secret ballot. 
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Art. 162. — Every councilman shall have the 
right to speak and vote at the meetings of the mu- 
nicipai council, and he cannot abstain from voting 
or withdraw from the hall after the president has 
called for a vote. A vote having been called for, the 
secreftary shall call the name of each councilman in the 
order prescribed by article 63. Every blank vote shall 
be counted for the majority. 

The president shall always vote last, and in the 
event of a tie repeated at the subsequent session, he 
shall cast an additional deciding vote. 
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Art. 163. — In order that the municipal council 
may take any action, the presence of a majority of 
the total number of councilmen which the council 
should have in accordance with this law shall be 
required, excepting in cases in which the resolutions 
require tor their passage a larger number of coun- 
cUmen, under this law. The president, vice-president 
and the councilmen-secretaries, shall be included in 
the number of councibnen for this purpose. 

For the purpose of a quorum, a majority shall be 
any number of councilmen over one-half of the total 
number of councilmen •which the municipal council 
must have according to law ; and for the purposes of a 
vote, any number over one-half of the councilmen 
present. 

When a fraction shouild result in the computation 
of the number of councilmen or members of committee 
for voting or for a quorum, in accordance with aay 
provision of this law, said fraction shall be understood 
to be increased to the next higher whole number. 

Art. 164. — The municipal council shall not, on 
the same day that it is proposed, adopt any resolu- 
tion directing the payment of money or approving 
a contract for furnishing supplies or municipal ser- 



QUOBXriff. 



«MAJOBITT» 
DEFINED. 



FBAOnONS. 



QU0BX7M 
FOB PAY- 

MENTS AND 
OONTBAOTS. 



Digitized by 



Google 



50 

vices, unless it be by the unanimous vote of the 
/^jj;£jjfA couneilmen present; but in no case shall a resolu- 
TION, LEASES ^^^^ ^^ adopted for the alienation, lease, or encum- 
AND ' ENOUM- brance of municipal property or for the grant of 
BBANOES. concessions, until at least five days after its intro- 

duction shall have passed. 
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Art. 155. — The sessions of the municipal coun- 
cil, excepting in cases of farce majeure, shall ^ways 
be held in the town hall. They shall be public, un- 
der penalty of nullity of whatever may be resolved, 
unless the interests of the municipality or reasons 
of a moral character require a secret session, and 
this is resolved by at least two-thirds of the total num- 
ber of councilmen whieh the council should have in ac- 
cordance with this larw. 

Art. 156. — The resolutions of the municipal 
council shall be submitted to the mayor on the 
working day following the approval of the minutes 
containing them. For this purpose, the secretary 
shall issue two certified copies of each resolution, 
which the mayor i^adl cause to be sealed and dated 
when he receives them, immediately returning one 
of them. 

If the mayor should approve the resolutions, he 
shall authorize them by his signature, communicat- 
ing the fact to the municipal council, and if he 
should not approve them, he shall return the copy 
with his objections. The municipal council shall 
discuss the matter again, and if, after the second dis- 
cussion, at least two-thards of the total number of coun- 
cilmen which the council should have in accord- 
ance with this law should vote in favor of the reso- 
lution, it shall become final, and the mayor shall be 
so advised. 

If ten days should pass after the presentation 
of a resolution, without the mayor having expressed 
any objections, it shall be considered as approved 
and become finaL 

BacEOUTlON Art. 157. — Every resolution of the municipal 

OP BESOLXJ- council shall go into effect ten days after becoming 
TIONS. final, unless otherwise provided in the resolution. 

SUSPENSION ^^' ^^' — ^i^*^ resolutions may be suspended 

OP BESOLXJ- by the mayor, the provincial governor or the pres- 
TIONS. ident of the republic, when, in their judgment, they 
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are opposed to the Constitution, treaties, laws or 
the resolutions adopted by the provincial council 
in the exercise of its own powers, specifying in each 
case the provisions considered violated and the man- 
ner in whieh violated. 

The power of suspension canno); be exercised 
with regard to any resolution after ninety days shall 
have passed, from the date of its becoming final, in 
the ease of the president of the republic; thirty in 
the case of the provincial governor, and ten in the 
case of the mayor. 



FE BIOD WITH' 
EN WHICH BE- 
SOLUTIONS 
CAN BE SUS- 
PENDED. 



Art. 169. — ^Upon such suspension, the municipal 
council shall, within a period of twenty days, not 
subject to extension, either admit the suspension 
and revoke the resolution in question, communicat- 
ing this action to the authority which may have 
directed such suspension, or appeal by contentious- 
administrative procedure as prescribed by the organic 
law of the judiciary to the proper audiencia, if said 
suspension shall have been decreed by the mayor or 
provincial governor, or to the supreme court, if de- 
creed by the president ♦£ the republic. 

If said twenty days should expire without the 
municipal council adopting either of the resolutions 
mentioned, it shall be understood that the suspen- 
sion is consented to and that the resolution to which 
it refers is revoked in full. 

In cases of unconstitutionality, the appeal shall 
lie to the supreme court. 



BESOLXJ- 
TION OF BiUN- 
ICIPAL OOUN- 
OIL. 



CONTEK- 
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CONSENT. 



UNCONSTITU- 
TIONALITY. 



Art. 160. — Every resolution of the president of 
the republic, suspending a resolution of a muni- 
cipal council, shall be communicated immediately to 
the respective mayor, in order that the suspension 
may be obeyed, and to the governor, for his infor- 
mation. For the same purpose, the governor suspend- 
ing a resolution shall communicate the suspension to 
the mayor and to the president of the republic; and 
a mayor suspending a resolution shall inform the 
president of the republic and the governor. 



NOTICE OF 
SUSPENSION. 



Art. 161. — The mayor shall forward to the pres- COPIES OF 
ident of the republic and to the governor of the prov- BESOLUTIONS. 
ince, a copy of every resolution within five days after 
the date it becomes final. 
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OESTIFIOA- 
TION OF BES- 
OLUnON. 

PUBUOA- 
TIONS. 



AFFIXINa 
OF DATE. 

APPEALS OF 
BESIDENTS. 



Art. 162. — Any private individual considering 
himself prejudiced by the suspension of a resolu- 
tion of the municipal council, decreed in accordance 
with the provisions of article 158, may: 

(1) Join in the appeal interposed by the mu- 
nicipal council against the suspension. 

(2) In case the municipal council should as- 
sent to the suspension, appeal from the suspension, di- 
rectly to the respective audiencia, if the suspension 
should have been directed by the mayor or the gov- 
ernor, or to the supreme court, if the suspension shall 
have been decreed by the president of the republic. 

(3) In case that the resolution suspeaded should 
be one which the said private individual considers 

• prejudicial to his interests, and the municipal coun- 
cil, in order to maintain the same, shall have appealed 
against tihe suspension, he may become a party in the 
contentious-administrative proceedings in order to 
sustain the justice of the suspension, against the peti- 
tion of the municipal council. 

Cases of unconstitutionality are reserved ex- 
clusively to the supreme court. 

Art. 163. — No court shall admit proceedings to 
restrain the execution of resolution^ of municipal 
councils and of mayors in matters of their respect- 
ive jurisdiction. 

Art. 164. — ^As soon as the minutes of a session 
are approved, the secretary shall send a certified 
extract of the resolutions contained therein, to the 
newspaper in which the publications of the municipal- 
ity are made, for insertion in the same, or he shall post 
it in a conspicuous place in the town hall, should there 
be no newspaper in the locality. 

The date the certification is posted, if this be 
done, shall be stated at the foot thereof. 

Any permanent resident may appeal from the 
resolution of a municipal council, observing the pro- 
visions of article 266. Nevertheless, proper notice in 
each case shall be served on the interested parties, in 
each matter. 

OHAPTEB m. 



DUTIES AND POWERS OF MAYORS. 

POWEBS OF Art* 166. — The mayor, as the head of the exe- 

THE MATOB. cutive power of the municipality and of the muni- 
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cipal administration, is vested with authority, and 
his principal duties and powers shall be the fol- 
lowing : 

(1) To publish the resolutions of the municipal 
council, which have obligatory force, executing them 
and enforcing their execution. 

(2) To discharge the active functions of the 
municipal administration, issuing orders for the 
purpose, and instructions and regulations for the 
proper execution of the resolutions of the municipal 
council, if the latter shall have failed to do so. 

(3) To appoint and remove the employees of 
his office, in accordance with the provisions of ar- 
ticle 104 of this law. 

(4) To approve the resolutions of the munici- 
pal council, authorizing them with his signature, or 
vetoing them, in the terms prescribed by this law. 

(5) To suspend the resolutions of the munici- 
pal council, when, in his judgment, they are op- 
posed to the constitution, treaties, the laws or re- 
solutions adopted by the provincial council within 
the scope of its powers. 

(6) To onaintain public order wdthin the munic- 
ipal district ; unless the pre&ident of the republic di- 
rectly exercises his ac-tion for that purpose in accord- 
ance with the power vested in him by paragraph 17 of 
article 68 of the constitution ; or unless the governor 
takes such action in accordance with article 54 of the . 
organic law of the provinces. In any case the mayor 
shall immediately notify the president of the republic 
and the governor of any disturbance of public order 
that may occur in the municipal district. 

(7) To. execute, as the delegate of the central 
power, any commissions which may be entrusted to 
him permanently or temporarily, according to law. 

(8) To represent the municipality in its capacity 
as a juridical person judicially and extrajudicially, 
acting in its name and on its behalf, in the acts and 
contracts in which it may be necessary to appear. 

(9) To order the payments which are to be 
made by the municipal treasury. 

The mayor shall fix an hour in which he diall 
^ve daily public audience, at which the secretary of 
the municipal adminiartration dhall be present, taking 
note of any verbal petitions that may be presented. 
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^■™BS. Art. 166. — The mayor may impose fines for the 

offenses set forth in the ordinances and instructions, 

as well those of the municipality as those relating 

to services of the state which the municipal govem- 

BIAY BB ment has under its charge. In the case of an of- 

OIPOSED BY fense where the corresponding fine has not been 

BIAYOB. previously fixed therefor, the mayor may impose a 

fine not exceeding twenty dollars. 



INITIATrVB 
IN BIATTEBS 
OF FINES. 



PBOOEDUBE. 



TBAN8MIT- 
TAL TO COB- 
BEOTIONAL 
OOUBT. 



IMPBOFEB 
PB0CEDT7BE. 



Art. 167. — Whenever an agent of authority be- 
lieves that any person is violating a municipal or- 
dinance or resolution, he shall so inform the mayor, 
and notify the interested party of the offense com- 
mitted. 

Every fine shall be imposed within fifteen days 
after the commission of the offense with a statement 
of the grounds for such fine, and within the next 
five days the person responsible shall be notified 
thereof and be called on to make payment within 
three days. Within this period, the said person may 
request the mayor to remit the fine, alleging such 
reasons in support of his request as he may deem 
proper. 

The mayor shall render his decision within a 
further period of three days and if he should not 
grant the petition, and the person liable should not pay 
the fine within twenty -four hours after notification of 
this refusal, the mayor shall transmit the record of 
proceedings to the proper correctional court, in order 
that it may take cognizance of the case, as a misde- 
meanor (falta), and render judgment an accordance 
with the proper procedure, independently of the reso- 
lutions of the mayor. 

Similar action shall be taken in the event of 
payment not being made within the term of three 
days referred to in the second paragraph of this 
article, if the appeal therein provided should not 
have been taken. 

Every fine, in the imposition of which the pro- 
cedure prescribed in this article has not been pro- 
perly observed, shall be understood as not to have 
been imposed. 

In every case of which the ordinary courts are 
taking cognizance, the administrative action shall 
cease at once, in order not to interfere with the for- 
mer, so that two penalties for the same act shall 
not be imposed in any case. 
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Art. 168. — The fines collected by virtue of ar- 
ticles 166 and 167, shall be finally covered into the 
municipal treasury, to which the correctional judge 
shall forward them in a proper case. 

Art. 169. — ^The mayor may request the president 
of the municipal* council to call a special session, 
which shall always be granted. In his request, he 
shall indicate the matters which are the cause for 
such call. 

The mayor must attend the sessions referred to 
in iShe pi^ceding paragraph, aa also any other session 
at which the mundcipaJ council, for any reason, con- 
siders it advisable to hear the mayor, who may express 
his opinion during the discus&ions. 

In such cases, the seat of the mayor shall be at 
the right of the president of the municipal council. 



55 

FINAL DIB- 
POSITION OF 
FINES. 



SPECIAL SES- 
SIONSON IN- 
ITIATIVE OF 
BIAY0B8. 



ATTENDANCE 
OF BIAYOB AT 
SESSIONS. 



SEAT OF 
IfAYOB. 



Art. 170.-^It ^hall be the duty of the mayor imssAOES 

to recommend to the municipal council, at any time, TO COUNCIL. 
the passage of any measure or resolution whose 
adoption he may consider beneficial, in any respect, 
to the interests or progress of the municipality, 
availing himself for this purpose of messages in 
which he shall set forth the reasons for his recom- 
mendation. 

He shall also send a message to the municipal 
council at the beginning of each term, stating the 
condition of affairs of the municipality and any- 
thing else that he may deem it his duty to suggest 
to the municipal council for the benefit of the mu- 
nicipality. 

The municipal council shall give preferred atten- 
tion to the messages of the mayor, for which purpose 
they shall be read immediaitely in order to 'take action 
upon them. 

Art. 171. — ^Fifteen day» before the opening of the meetings 

quarterly sessions of the municipal council, provided OF B A B B I O 
for in article 139 of this ilaw, the municipal mayor MAYOBS. 
shall convene in his office all the barrio mayors of his 
district, in order that they may state anything which 
they deem of interest to their barrio, which may be 
considered by the mayor, for the purposes of the mes- 
sage which the latter, in accordance with article 170, is 
required to address to the municipal council. 
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BEPOBTS Art. 172. — The mayor shall furnish the munici- 

TO OOUKOIli. pjQ council, without delay, any report which the lat- 
ter may call for upon matters pertaining to the mu- 
nicipal administration. 

PBOJEOT OP Art. 173.— During the first fifteen days of 

uuuOiET. April of every year, the mayor shall submit to the 

municipal council the project of the annual budget 
of the revenues and expenses of the municipality. 
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Art. 174. — The mayor may obtain leave of ab- 
sence from the municipal council, if it should be in 
session, or otherwise from the governor of the pro- 
vince, for a time not exceeding three months with 
pay. Said leave of absence may be extended for 
three months more, but without pay. 

The leaves of absence enjoyed by the mayor 
shall not exceed six n^onths during each term of two 
years, only three months being with pay. 

In order to absent himself from the municipal 
district, for twenty-four hours, or less, or in response 
to a call from a competent authority, it shall be suf- 
ficient for the mayor to give notice to the president 
of the municipal council. 

Art. 176. — ^Whenever the mayor is directly or 
indirectly interested in any matter, he shall abstain 
from intervening therein. In this specific case, the 
person acting as president of the municipal council 
shall act as mayor, for all purposes. 



TITLE V. 

THE MUNICIPAL TREASURY. 
CHAPTER I. 

General Provisions for the Municipal Treasury. 



FI8CAI. YEAR. 



APPLICATION 
OF MONEY 
AND CREDIT. 



Art. 176. — ^The municipal fiscal year shall begin 
the first day of the month of July. 

Art. 177. — Neither the mcmey nor the credit 
of the municipality shall be applied to any objects 
other than those of the municipality. 
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Art. 178.— The municipality shall not, for any 
cause, donate money, personal or real property, 
nor loan its money or credit to any private individ- 
ual, association or corporation whatsoever, nor aid 
nor assist them, excepting in the cases expressly per- 
mitted by this law. 

The measures adopted by the municipal coun- 
cil for assistance to the poor of the municipal dis- 
trict, in the form prescribed by law or ordinance, 
are not included in this prohibition. 

Such assistance shall not exceed the amount re- 
gularly appropriated for this purpose, except in 
eases of public calamities, when such assistance shall 
be agreed to by at least, two-thirds o(f the total number 
of councilmen which the council should have in accord- 
ance with this law. 



DON ATION S 
PROHIBITED. 



EXCEPTIONS. 



LIMITATIONS. 



Art. 179. — The municipalities may resolve to 
negotiate loans, but at the same time they shall vote 
the permanent revenues necessary for the payment 
of the interest and the redemption of the loan, con- 
forming to the provisions of Title VI of this law. 

Such loans, in order that they may be contract- 
ed, athall be approved by at least, two-thirds of the 
electors of the municipal district. 



LOANS. 



BEPEBEN- 
DUM. 



Art. 180. — ^The payment of debts of municipal- 
ities not secured by pledges or mortgages shall not 
be enforced by compulsory process, the provisions of 
the following article being always observed. 

Art. 181. — ^Whenever a final decision is render- 
ed in proceedings against a municipality, adjudging 
it to pay a specific sum, or to do or deliver some- 
thing which requires the expenditure of money for 
compliance with the final judgment, notice shall be 
served on the mayor. The latter shall communicate 
the decision at once to the president of the munici- 
pal council for consideration at the next session, at 
which a resolution shall be adopted directing such 
payment to be made and the inclusion of the necessary 
sum in the nexJt regular budget or in a special budget. 
If the amount to be paid exceeds twenty per cent, 
of the annual budget and the municipality should 
not have any surplus funds, it may distribute the 
payment in five annual installments. If the sum 
should not reach the said twenty per cent, and there 
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are no surplus funds, the payment may be made in 
two annual instanmenis. 

If there are several judgments, they shall be 
satisfied in the order in which they are rendered, 
unless there should be a judicial declaration of 
preference. 

The same rule shall apply if the resoluticm is 
rendered in an administrative or contentious-admin- 
istrative matter. 

If there are several creditors in the same ease as 
the one who obtained judgment in his favor, -a liqui- 
dation of all such liabilities shall be made for their 
joint payment, including the necessary amounts in 
the budget, according to the form established. 

Art. 182. — No writs of execution, attachment, 
sequestration or retention, shall issue against the re- 
venues, credit or funds of the municipality. 

Art. 183. — Taxes on real property due the mu- 
nicipality shall constitute a preferred lien for the 
time and in the form determined by the mortgage 
law. 

Art. 184. — ^Debts for municipal taxes prescribe 
in three years counted from the close of the corre- 
sponding fiscal year, whatever be the administrative 
proceedings instituted for their collection, unless the 
debt is being collected from the revenue of real pro- 
perty under attachment. 

The right of action for the collection of credits 
due the municipality as an administrative corpora- 
tion shall prescribe three years after such credits 
have fallen due, and have not been demanded. The 
right of action against the municipality as a juri- 
dical person, shall prescribe in accordance with the 
civil code. 

Art. 186. — 'Municipal councils are forbidden to 
make any exceptions, remissions or reductions in 
taxes, unless it be in cases of public calamity, or 
when, in furtherance of the welfare of the munici- 
pality, it is rendered advisable for the purpose of 
encouraging some industry, cultivation or enter- 
prise. These resolutions shall require the vote of at 
least two-thirds of the total number of the council- 
men which the council should have in accordance 
with this law. The benefits granted shall extend to 
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aU persons in equal circumstances and shall never 
be operative for more than five years from the date 
of the resolution. 
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Art. 186. — ^The consideration, formation and ap- BUDaBTS. 
proval of the regular and special municipal bud- 
gets, pertain to the municipal council. 

The regular budget shall show the expenditures HOW FRAMED, 
to be made during the fiscal year and the revenues 
to meet them. It shall be divided into proper sub- 
jects, subdivided into chapters and articles, conform- 
ing in other respects to the provisions of this law 
and the law of municipal accounting. 



Art. 187. — 'The accountant-auditor of the muni- 
cipality shall, during the second fifteen days of the 
month of February of each year, prepare the project 
of a budget from the detailed estimates furnished 
him in writing by the persons in charge of the var- 
ious municipal departments or offices, conforming 
to the legal revenues of the municipality and to the 
provisions of this law. 

In connection with the preparation of the pro- 
ject of the budget, municipal services cannot be 
created, abolished, modified or reorganized, unless 
there exist prior resolutions of the municipal council 
so providing. 

Art. 188. — ^The resolutions of the municipal 
council reorganizing existing services, establishing 
others, or changing the amounts of receipts or ex- 
penditures, shall be communicated to the mayor, 
and by him to the accountant-auditor, during the 
first fifteen days of February, as a necessary basis 
for the preparatory work of the budget. 

If such resolutions should not be adopted, the 
accountant-auditor shall conform in the prepara- 
tion of the project of the budget, to the revenues 
approved for the previous year, and to the organiza- 
tion which the municipal services are given therein. 

Art. 189. — The budget shall comprise two parts : 
The first, enumerating the items of taxation and the 
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BEVENUES. 



EZPENDI- 
TUBES. 



revenue derived- from the property and rights be- 
longing to the municipality or its dependent estab- 
lishments, estimating both the former and the latter 
from the result of the last liquidated budget and 
the collections of the current year. 

The other part sha'U be devoted to the expendi- 
tures and shaU show the amounts necessary to at- 
tend to the services and obligations of the fiscal 
year and unforeseen expenses. 
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Art. 190. — ^The expenditures cannot exceed the 
established revenues in the budget. When the esti- 
mated amount of services and general expenses is 
lower than the estimated revenues, the municipal 
council shall resolve upon a proportionate decrease 
in the tax rates fixed, in order to secure the equali- 
zation of the budget. 

The municipal council shall not include in the 
budget any provision to amend resolutions and or- 
dinances prior to its formation; nor shall it reduce 
or abolish revenues of a permanent character with- 
out providing others to take their place unless the 
measure is due to the suppression or reduction of 
equivalent permanent expenses; nor can it assign 
to services which must be provided for in the budg- 
et, a larger sum than that proposed in the project 
sent to the mayor. 

Art. 191. — After the time fixed in article 187 
for the preparation of the general budget, no changes 
can be made therein entailing an increase in the 
amount of taxes or in the amount of expenditures. 



LIMITATION 
OF EXPENSES 
FOB PEBSON- 
NEL. 



Art. 192. — The total appropriation for expenses 
of personnel sAall conform to the percentage of the 
budget of revenues whdch is fixed by the following 
scale: 

In budgets which do not exceed $10,000 50 per cent. 

From $10,001 to $30,000 40 „ „ 

„ $30,001 to $50,000 30 „ „ 

„ $50,001 to $75,000 25 „ „ 

„ $75,001 to $100,000 20 „ 

„ $100,001 to $250,000. ... 18 „ „ 

„ $250,001 to $500,000. ... 15 „ „ 

„ $500,001 to $1,000,000. ... 10 „ „ 

Over $1,000,000 9 „ „ 
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If, upon applying the percentage hereinbefore 
fixed, it should result that, as the amount of the 
budget increases, the amount corresponding thereto 
for personnel should be less than that in the highest 
budget of the immediately lower scale, then the 
amount corresponding to such highest budget of 
the immediately inferior scale, shall be maintained 
as the fixed rate for personnel, leaving aside the 
rate per cenJt. provided for that respective scale, until 
such time as, upon application of the same, a sum is 
obtained larger than the amount of said immeddately 
lower scale. 



Art. 193. — Expenses for personnel for the pur- 
poses of the limitation established by the preceding 
article, are the salaries of the mayor, the secretary 
of the municipal administration, the treasurer, the 
accountant-auditor, the other heads of departments, 
and the employees of their respective offices, as also 
those of the offices of the municipal council and of 
the barrio mayors, and the employees of their offices, 
without including the salaries of the officials and em- 
ployees of the poHce and sanitary depai*tments. 

Art. 194. — ^For the purposes of the application 
of funds appropriated for unforeseen expenses, those 
which have the character of ordinary or general ex- 
penses of the municipality, or which are destined to 
the payment of commissions, pensions or rewards, 
shall not be so considered, without prejudice to the 
provisions of article 178. 

Art. 196.— The project of the regular budget, 
prepared by the accountant-auditor, according to 
the preceding rules, shall be presented to the mayor 
during the first fifteen days of March together with 
the liquidation of the next prior budget. The mayor 
shall forward it at once to the treasurer, who shall 
within a period of five days, render a written report 
as to what he may deem proper, returning the 
project to the mayor. 

Art. 196. — The mayor shall order that a gener- 
al condensed statement of the estimated revenues 
and expenditures be published in two numbers of 
the newspaper or newspapers in which the munici- 
pal administration publishes its announcements, or, 
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in their absence, in any other form possible, special 
mention being made of the changes introduced there- 
ATTVE^aTATE^ ^°' Comparing them with those of the last budget 
j^9^ STATE- approved, in order that any permanent resident 
may make the remarks in writing which he may 
deem proper within a period of ten days. 



TBAKSBflT- 
TAL TO OOUK- 
OIL. 



Art. 197. — ^Upon the expiration of the period 
mentioned in the foregoing article, the mayor shall 
transmit the project of the budget, with his report, 
that of the treasurer and such remarks of the per- 
manent residents as have been made, to the pres- 
ident of the municipal council. The latter shall for- 
ward it to the committee on the treasury and budget, 
which shall make a report within the following 
fifteen days. 



00N8IDESA- Art. 198. — The project, with all rei)orts, includ- 

WON BY MU- ing that of the committee on the treasury and 
OOUKonl ^ budget, shall be sent to the municipal council, 
which shaU discuss and finally approve it, or make 
such modifications as it may deem proper, within a 
term of twenty days. The municipal council shall 
hold meetings daily and even twice daily, if neces- 
sary. 
QUOBUM. For these meetings the presence of two-thirds of 

the total number of councilmen which the council 
should have in accordance with this law shall be 
necessary. No matters shall be discussed in these 

meetings foreign to the budget, and each resolution 

MAJORITY jn^t be adopted by at least a majority of more than 
one-half of the councilmen present. 



OF VOTES. 



APFBOVAL Art. 199. — ^After the budget shall have been ap- 

OR VliTO OF proved by the municipal council, it shall be for- 
" — "- BY warded with all the papers to the mayor, who shall 
authorize it with his signature within ten days if 
he approves it; otherwise returning it with his ob- 
jections and the grounds therefor to the municipal 
council, for reconsideration. 

If the municipal council, within a period of 
ten days, by a vote of at least two-thdrds of the total 
number of councilmen which the council shoudd have 
in accordance with this law, shall ratify its former re- 
solution, the budget shall become final at once, and 
shall be sent for due execution to the mayor. The 



BUDOET 
IfAYOB. 



BATIFIOA- 
TION BY 

OOUKOIL. 



Digitized by 



Google 



63 



same method shaH be pursued if the modifications 
su^ested by the mayor have been adopted. A copy 
of the budget and of the documents connected there- 
with shall be sent at once to the president of the 
republic, and one to the governor of the province. 

Art. 200. — ^A sufficient number of copies of the 
approved budget shall be printed, for distribution 
among the residents of the municipal district and 
the municipal councils of the republic, copies being 
also sent to the senate, the house of rerpresentatives, 
the department of government, the treasury depart- 
ment, the provincial council, the governor, the public 
iibraries and anyone else to whom it may be consider- 
ed advisable to send it. 



PBINTED 
COPIES. 



Art. 201. — ^The president of the republic, the 
provincial governor or the mayor, in making use, 
in a proper case, of the constitutional powers of 
suspending the budget in whole or in part, must do 
so at the time and in the form prescribed in article 
158 et seq. of this law. 



SUSPEN- 
SIONS. 



Art. 202. — A special budget can be prepared SPECIAL 

only when, after the ordinary budget has been pre- BUDGET, 
pared, a new obligation arises, or one which could 
not have been reasonably foreseen at the time of 
framing the ordinary budget, or for the purpose of 
satisfying a judgment, if there are any surplus 
funds. If there are no surplus funds, the municipal 
council shall first decide with what revenues the ex- 
penditures under the special budget are to be met. 

This budget shall be prepared with the same REQUISITES 
requisites as the ordinary budget, but the terms OF SPECIAL 
fixed by this law for the dispatch thereof shall be BUDOET. 
reduced as required by the urgency of the case. 



Art. 203. — If for any reason, the project of the 
budget should not be approved by the fi«rst of July, 
the former budget shall continue in force for the en- 
tire new fiscal year, in so far as it does notnCt apply to 
appropriations for special or temporary cases. 

The fiscal of the respective audiencia shall 
file the proper information, against the party at fault 
either on Ms own motion or upon a complaint made 
by the mayor, or some member of the municipal coun- 
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cil, or "any permanent resident When, the same budget 
having been in force for two years, a tUrd fiscal year 
begins without the municipal council having approved 
the p«)per budget. In such case the budget for the 
previous year shall continue in force, with the same 
excepitions as in paragraph first. 

Failure to comply with the law in this particu- 
lar, either through negligence or malice, shall be 
punished by removal from office of the party at fault 
and the imposition of a fine of one hundred dollars 
($100) to five hundred dollars ($500) in addition to 
the consequent liabilities for loss and damage caused 
the municipality or private individuals. 

Art. 204. — At the end of the fiscal year all ap- 
propriations made and not used shall be annulled. 
During the next forty days, the work of collecting 
the revenues of the budget and the liquidation and 
payment for the services effected during the year 
shall be completed. Any sums pending collection or 
payment at the close of said period, shall constitute 
the respective accounts of balances (resultas) carried 
forward from the past year. 

Art. 206. — The respective obligations of the cur- 
rent fiscal year shall not be paid from revenues of 
a previous ' fiscal year, unless all the services and 
obligations of the latter shall have been paid in full. 

The application of revenues of an incidental or 
transitory character, to the payment or execution 
of ordinary services or obligations is forbidden. 

OHAPTEB in. 



TREASURY AND COLLECTIONS. 

COLLECTIONS. Art. 206. — ^The collection of all taxes, revenues 

and other dues belonging to the municipal council, 
must be made by the officials of the municipal admin- 
istration as provided in this chapter, and shaM in no 
ease be entrusted to third parties. 

SEBVICE OF Art. 207. — The collection service shall be in the 

COLLECTION, charge of the treasurer, and may be entrusted by 
delegation, in the rural barrios at a distance from 
the center of population, to the mayors of the same,, 
who, in these duties, shall be exclusively subordin- 
ate to the treasurer. 
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Art. 208.— Without prejudice to the provisions «iojx?5^55,' 

of the foregoing article, no member or official of ^OBTVITXQ 

the municipal government shall be permitted to FUNDS, 
receive any sum, directly or indirectly, from tax 
payers or other debtors to the municipality for any pbohibi- 

cause, for the payment of such debts ; nor shall they ^qn TO AO- 

be permitted to acquire, by purchase or otherwise, jxnEE CLAIMS 
claims against the municipality. 



Art. 209. — ^The bonds of municipal treasurers 
shall be fixed by the municipal councils, according 
to the amount of the budget, provided that they 
shall never be less than those' fixed in the following 
schedule : 

When the budget is one million dollars or more, 
sixty thousand dollars; 

From five hundred thousand to less than one mil- 
lion, fifty thousand dollars; 

From three hundred thousand to less then five 
hundred thousand, thirty thousand dollars ; 

From fifty thousand to less than three hundred 
thousand, ten thousand dollars; 

From twenty-five thousand to less than fifty thous- 
and, five thousand dolars ; 

From ten thousand to less than twenty-five thous- 
and, two thousand dollars; 

Less than ten thousand dollars, twenty per cent, 
of the amount of the budget. 

The municipal councils shall include in the bud- 
gets the ap»propriations necessary to pay the premiums 
on the bonds required from municipal treasurers, and 
barrio mayors if the bonds are given by legally con- 
stituted companies or in some other legal form. 

These companies shall be authorized for the pur- 
pose by the state. These bonds shaM be in force until 
the treasurer's accounts are approved. 

The premium upon the bond shall be that estab- 
lished by the companies in their respective schedules. 

It shall be stated in the bond contracts that tiie 
same also guarantee the financial liability of the sub- 
stitute which the treasurer may designate in accord- 
ance with article 210. 

Art. 210. — In the case of a permanent vacancy 
in the office of treasurer, the municipal council 
shall designate a councilman to act as treasurer, 
without compensation, until the office is filled; and. 
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in case of a temporary vacancy, the treasurer shall 
turn his office over to a substitute, designated by 
him, at his cost and under the liability of his bond. 

OOLLEOnON Art. 211. — The treasury shall be established in 

0FFI0E8. the town hall, and the collection of the revenues of 

the rural barrios, in the office of the respective bar- 
rio mayor. 

House to house collections are prohibited. 
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Art. 212. — ^No bond of a person who must ren- 
der accounts shall be cancelled or returned, untfl 
such accounts shall have been finally approved by 
the auditor general of the state and until the officials 
whose conduct is guaranteed by such bonds are re- 
leased from liability. 

Every resolution pertaining to the return of a 
bond must be adopted by the municipal council, in 
view of documents showing that the person under 
bond is free from liability. 

The bonds of contractors shall be returned upon 
the resolution of the municipal council, when it 
believes that the former have complied with all the 
obligations resting upon them in the work, service 
or contract. 
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Art. 213. — The amount of any payment made 
without being ordered and approved, or which, 
being so ordered and approved is not comprised in 
the corresponding distribution of funds, or exceeds 
the amount appropriated, shall immediately be made 
good by the treasurer, without prejudice to the fur- 
ther liabilities he may have incurred. 

Art. 214. — Payments without vouchers, compen- 
sation of credits, advances on account and transfers of 
credits are (prohibited. Eeasonaible advances without 
vouchers are excepted in the special case of expenses 
to be incurred for the transfer of prisoners, minors 
and insane persons to prdsons and asylums. The treas- 
urer shall, under his responsibility, take care that in 
due time the expenditures for such puppose are satis- 
factorily justified by proper vouchers. If he should 
fail to do so, or the justification is imperfect, or if he 
should not obtain the immediate return of any sur- 
plps, he shall inform the mayor of the facts, in order 
that the latter may take the proper action. 
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Art. 216.--JThe president of the republic may 
at any time designate one or more officials to inspect 
municipal expenses and receipts and the books, ac- 
counts and other matters relative to the finances of 
the municipality, and report on the same. If any- 
thing is found which is deemed punishable, report 
of the same shall be made to the courts of justice. 
All municipal officials and employees are obliged to 
€ud the labors of such inspectors and to assist them 
in every way in their power. 
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MUNICIPAL REVENUES. 



Art. 216. — ^The municipal councils may estab- 
lish the revenues necessary to meet the expenditures 
provided for in the budgets, aside from the income 
of the municipality derived from its communal pro- 
perty and from any other legitimate sources, con- 
forming, for this purpose, to the following bases 
and maximum rates of taxation, which, for said 
purpose^ are declared compatible with the system of 
taxation of the state: 

(1) Tax upon the net income derived from ur- 
ban property, which shall not exceed twelve per 
cent. 

(2) Tax upon the net income derived from rural 
property, which sftiall not exceed eight per cent., on 
estates grinding sugar cane raised on their own lands ; 
six per cent, on estates on which i^gar cane, tobacco, 
coffee, cocoa, pine-apples or several of these pro- 
ducts are cultivated at the same time; and four per 
cent, on those used for any other product or pur- 
pose. Estates which also grind cane grown on other 
lands, or only such cane, shall pay a tax not exceed- 
ing two per cent, on the net proceeds of such cane; 
without prejudice to the rate per cent, on their own 
cane which they grind. 

(3) Tax on the exercise of industries, commerce, 
professions, arts and trades, which shall not exceed 
the rates fixed by classes and headings in the first 
three tariffs attached to the law of municipal tax- 
ation, and which may be freely regulated by the 
municipal council as to the remaining tariffs 

(4) Tax upon the transfer of cattle, horses, 
mules and asses, which shall not exceed twenty five 
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cents for the transfer of the ownership of. each ani- 
mal and for the registration of live stock imported. 
Cattle tmder two years of age shall pay only fifteen 
cents for each transfer of ownership. 

(5) Tax on water and maritime industries, 
whether relating to the interior traffic or service of 
harbors and rivers, or coastwise transportaion of 
freight and passengers. This tax shall not exceed 
the tariff rates attached to the aforementioned law. 

(6) A tax which shall not exceed five per cent, 
upon the gross proceeds of cemeteries, when they 
do not belong to the municipality, after deducting 
the charges made for the religious ceremony in con- 
nection with the interment. 

(7) A tax not exceeding eight per cent, of the 
net profits of companies or copartnerships doin^ 
business with funds contributed by the members 
thereof at one time, or at periodical or irregular in- 
tervals. When their by-laws or regulations contain 
penal clauses for non-payment, or other clauses of 
a similar character, they shall pay not more than 
eight per cent, on their gross receipts. 

This tax shall be paid to the municipality in 
which the company has its legal domicile. 
The following are excepted: 

(a) Savings banks, pawnshops and mining com- 
panies; insurance companies and banks of issue and 
discount, which pay taxes to the state by virtue of 
another law. 

(b) Those companies or copartnerships which 
are comprised in any manner in the tarif& attach- 
ed to the law of municipal taxation, or in the tariffs 
freely regulated by the municipal councils, and 
which, as industrial enterprises, pay taxes to the 
municipality. 

,(8) Annual tax for a full license for the sale 
for immediate consumption of wines, liquors, and 
spirits, and in general, for spirituous or fermented 
beverages, freely regulated by the municipal council. 

(9) Tax upon the slaughter of cattle, which 
shall not exceed two dollars -per head for bovine cat- 
tle, and one dollar for Ihogs, sheep and goats. 

(10) Tax on the issue of permits for the con- 
struction and repair of buildings and other works, 
freely regulated by the municipal council. 

(11) Tax for the opening of non-charitable in- 
stitutions freely regulated by the mimicipal council. 
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(12) Fee for the issue of certifications, freely re- 
inilated bj the municipal council. 

(13) Tax for the sealing of weights and meas- 
ures, in the form prescribed by the law of munici- 
pal taxation. 

(14) Tax on the transportation of meat, fredy 
regulated by the municipal council. 

(15) Tax on land transportation industries, ex- 
cepting: 

(a) Railroads owned by corporations and those 
for use of the public, which as such, pay taxes to the 
^tate. 

(b) Railroads belonging to the owners of es- 
tates and operated by them on said estates, for the 
hauling of their own products. 

(c) Tramways which pay taxes to the state, on 
account of operating in more than two municipal- 
ities. 

This tax shall be freely regulated by the muni- 
cipal councils, upon the basis of the unit of trans- 
portation, excepting on railroads and tramways, in 
which the kilometers of road operated in each mu- 
nicipal district shall be taken as a basis. 

(16) Tax upon articles of luxury, comfort or 
of annoyance to the neighborhood, in accordance with 
the rates fixed by each municipal council. 

(17) Tax on interments in the municipal ceme- 
teries, freely regulated by the municipal council. 

(18) Tax on public spectacles and dances, freely 
regulated by the municipal council. 
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(19) Tax on permitted games and on wagers 
-authorized in the same, freely regulated by the mu- ?^JS^«iiS2 
nicipal council. 



Art. 217. — Every vacant lot, or a lot upon 
which there is a ruinous building shall pay a tax to 
the municipality at the rate of twelve per cent, on 
the estimated income value of the land, or of the 
land and buildings, in a proper case; without pre- 
judice to what each municipal council may decide 
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as to the form and time for the obligatory building 
on vacant lots or the rebuilding of ruinous struct- 
ures. 

This tax shall not be assessed against vacant 
lots forming part of new subdivisions, (repartos) 
until five years after such subdivision shall have 
been approved by the municipal council. 

Art. 218. — ^All the items of taxation referred 
to must be utilized jointly by the municipal coun- 
cils, in the proportion which they may consider ad- 
visable with respect to each of them; unless, in the 
judgment of the municipal council, reasons of a spe- 
cial character should render advisable tbe contrary. 

Art. 219. — ^All fines imposed and collected by 
the correctional courts shall form part of the ordin- 
ary revenues of the municipalities, and each judge 
shall turn them into the municipal treasury of the 
respective district as soon as he collects them, with- 
out prejudice to the provisions of law pertaining to 
sanitation. 



WHEN STATE Art. 220. — Every municipality which requests 

AID IS BE- pecuniary aid from the state must first establish 
QuiaED. ^Jji^^ Ijj ii^Q iijj^Q au^ manner prescribed by this 

law, it ha3 collected, in so far as possible, all the 
taxes it is authorized to coHect up to the maximum 
amount determined in each case by article 216 of 
this law; or according to the maximum rates which 
the municipal council may have established in tbe 
matter of taxes left to their free regulation. Without 
those requisites, it cannot present a petition. 

OHAFTEB V. 
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SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS. 

Art. 221. — The municipal council may resort to 
special assessments only in urban centers and solely 
for the purpose of opening, widening, extending, 
grading, parking and beautifying the streets, ave- 
nues and alleys and for the construction of pave- 
ments, of curbing and gutters, of sidewalks and sewers 
where they do not exist, or, if for any justified 
reason of public utility, their renewal, resulting in 
a change of c^ystem, may be provided for. In no 
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case shall special assessments be levied for the or- 
dinary repairs of streets, avenues and alleys, nwr 
will any piece of property, which has been redeemed 
from liability for the cost of any improvement, as 
now provided by law or as herein provided, be there- 
after liable to further special assessment for the cost 
of such improvement. 



n 



Art. 222. — Before resorting to the special as- 
sessments authorized in the preceding article; the 
municipal council shall announce its proposal to 
proceed thus by means of a resolution, describing the 
work for which said special assessment is intended, 
the boundaries of the district to be affected by and 
the estimated cost of the same. The resolution shall 
be published in the newspaper or newspapers in 
which the municipal coimcil ordinarily inserts its 
advertisements or resolutions, for a period of ten 
days, and, if there should be no newspaper, by post- 
ers fixed in the customary places for the same length 
of time. 

During the thirty days following, the owners of 
properties included in the proposed assessment may 
present petitions in writing, in which they shaU 
state their objections in whole or in part. These peti- 
tions shall be decided by the municipal council, which 
shaU not order the works to be done until all the peti- 
tions have been passed upon. 

If, within tiie said thirty days, the owners of 
three-fourths of the total value of the property 
which would be included in the assessment should 
sign a petition in opposition to the same, the muni- 
cipal council shall not carry out the assessment un- 
til after six months at least have elapsed, and then 
by resolution of two-thirds of the councilmen which 
the municipal council shall have in accordance with 
this law. 

The provisions of the preceding paragraph shall 
not be held applicable to the laying of sewers. 
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Art. 223. — The mimicipality shall be paid for 
the cost of such improvements by the owners of the 
properties included in the zone of the works, whether 
such properties belong to private parties, to the mu- 
nicipality, to the province or to the state and in the 
amount and form which this title provides except as 
to the manner of payment by the province or state 
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for which they shall make provision in their bndget. 
The aocounts charged against the owners l^ reason of 
these expenditures shall be known as "Special As- 
sessments." 

Art. 224. — Special assessments may be levied 
and collected before the work is began or as the im- 
provements are completed in front of, or along, or 
upon any lot or piece of ground, or at any time the 
improvement is entirely completed, or in the time 
and form provided in the ordinance authorizing the 
assessment. 
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Art. 226. — The municipal council may authorize 
payments of such special assessments by instalments, 
which shall always be equal as to their periods and 
amounts. 

The total cost of the improvements shall be 
levied at one time upon the property and become 
delinquent, the first payment, in thirty days after 
such levy, and the remaining payments on the re- 
spective dates provided for them, the total period of 
the collections not to exceed five years. Each of said 
instalments, except the first, shall draw interest from 
the time of the levy until the same shall become de- 
linquent, and all of the instalments, after they be- 
come delinquent, shall be governed in this and other 
applicable respects by general provisions for the col- 
lection of delinquent municipal taxes. 

In case it is necessary to contract a loan for the 
purpose of accomplishing the work in question, the 
special assessment shall be surcharged with an in- 
terest two per cent, greater than that drawn by said 
loan. This two per cent, shall be considered as the 
cost of collecting the respective assessments. When- 
ever a loan is not contracted for the purpose, the 
municipal council shall fix the rate of interest. 

The interest provided for in this article shaU 
not operate against the imposition of surtaxes for 
delinquency. 

Art. 226. — ^The special assessments may be paid 
before they are due. Where the municipality resolves 
to issue bonds for the purposes of a loan in the mat- 
ter, the owner of the property liable to the assess- 
ment may, in order to avoid the payment of inter- 
est, pay the entire amount chargeable against his 
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property within an appropriate time, fixed by the 
municipal council, prior to the issuance of the bonds. 
After the issuance of the bonds property liable can- 
not be redeemed from such liability, except by the 
payment of all the instalments due and to be due of 
the assessments made, plus the interest that they 
should draw from the date of the issue of the bonds 
until the maturity of the last instalment. 

Where bonds are issued, all collections of prin- 
cipal and interest in special assessments shall be de- 
posited to the credit of a sinking fund in the pre- 
mises and shall not be used for any other purpose. 

Art. 227. — Whenever any of the works men- 
tioned in this chapter are performed by contract, 
the mimicipal council may transfer the assessment 
to the contractor in payment of whatever may ap- 
pertain to him; but the collection of the same shall 
be in charge of the municipal administration, and 
the municipality shall be obliged to pay any amount 
which it fails or neglects to collect. 

Whenever bonds are issued for the execution of 
work under contract, the bonds may be transferred 
to the contractor performing the work. 

Art. 228. — In computing the expenses for any 
work for the purposes of making special assessments, 
if said work is to be executed by contract, there 
shall be included the total amount to be paid by 
the municipality to the contractor or contractors and 
the expense of special inspection, excepting salaries 
paid to permanent employees (plantilla) of the mu- 
nicipal council; and if the work has been executed 
by the municipal administration, the computation 
shall include only the value of the materials used 
and the amounls paid by the municipality for the 
labor engaged exclusively on such work. 

Art. 229. — ^When the municipality executes the 
work, the. technical official designated by the muni- 
cipal council to direct it shall prepare the estimate 
of the necessary materials and the amounts to be 
paid for labor. Said technical Official shall present to 
the mayor, within fifteen days after the termination of 
the work, a detailed account of the materials used and 
the amount paid for labor, exclusive of permanent 
employees engaged thereon. 
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Art. 280. — The mayor shall present to the mu- 
nicipal oouncil a detailed statement showing the 
total cost of the work, whether done by the mu- 
nicipal administration or by contract. In the former 
case he shall do so within a week after the present- 
ation of the account by the technical official who 
has directed the work, and, in the latter case, one 
week after payment has been made to the contractor. 



FAvnra. Art. 231. — The cost of paving, curbing and gut- 

tering the public thoroughfares of an urban district, 
except the intersection of streets, the parks and 
DIVISION portions occupied by railways or tramways, shall be 
OF COST. paid in the proportion of one-third by the munici- 

pality and the remainder by means of a special assess- 
ment upon the properties abutting upon the said 
public thoroughfare. 

In the division of costs for the pavement of 
such public thoroughfares, the municipality shall be 
credited with that part of the work d(me by rail- 
ways or tramways, but shall not collect from abutting 
properties for any part of such work that may 
exceed the proportion of one-third, which the muni- 
cipality would have otherwise paid. 
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Art. 232. — ^When the public thoroughfare is oc- 
cupied by the rails and tracks of tramway or railway 
companies of whatsoever motive power or traction, 
the proper pavement and maintenance in good con- 
dition of all the space between the different rails 
and tracks and also a space of fifty centimeters out- 
side of the outer rails of the outside tracks, shall be 
required of the companies, both on their main lines 
and on their connections, switches and side tracks. 

If the company refuses to construct, renew or 
repair said pavement in the manner and with the 
materials prescribed, or fails to do so within the time 
ordered by the mayor, the work shall be done by 
the municipal administration and the expenses oc- 
casioned thereby shall be collected by a specisd as- 
sessment against said company immediately upon 
the termination of the work, and in the proper legal 
form, without prejudice to the imposition of a fine 
that may be provided for violation of municipal or- 
dinances. 
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For any damages or injury to persons or pro- 
perty resulting from a failure on the part of any 
sueh companies to keep in repair and safe in all 
respects for the use of the traveling public the said 
tracks, or for obstructing the streets or avenues of 
the city, they shall be liable and the city shall be 
exempt from such liability. 

Art. 233. — When sidewalks, curbings or gutters 
are constructed or renewed, as provided for in ar- 
ticle 221, the space between sidewalks and the curb- 
ing graded and sodded and trees planted therein, by 
the municipal administration, according to a general 
plan for that purpose, the total expense of the con- 
struction shall be paid by a special assessment upon 
the real estate abutting thereon, dividing said cost 
among them in proportion to their lineal meters. 

Art. 234. — Whenever a municipal council re- 
solves to require of property owners, at tiieir own 
cost, any or all of the work for which provision is 
made in the preceding article, the municipal council 
shall furnish specifications as to the class of mater- 
ials to be employed, and the width, length and height 
of the sidewalks and sodded space between sidewalk 
and curb, the class and size of trees, and other speci- 
fications which may be thought proper; and if any 
property owner fails to construct or renew said side- 
walk and sod and grade the space between sidewalk 
and curb, and plant the trees therein, within the 
time specified, the municipal council shall cause 
such work to be done and the cost shall be paid by 
a special assessment upon said property, and said 
assessment shall be due and payable immediately 
upon the completion of the work. 

If the municipal council should resolve that, for 
the sake of uniformity of construction or other good 
reason, this work should be done by the municipal 
administration, then the said property owners may 
be required to pay, in advance of the commencement 
of the work, the proper proportion of the cost due 
from them. 



RESPONSIB- 
ILITY FOB 
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Art. 236. — When sewers are constructed, the 
proper technical officer shall cause a map to be 
prepared, showing the whole area to be drained and 
the area drained by each main or intercepting sewer, 
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SUBJECT TO 
A8SE88MBNT. 



0I.A88IFI0A- 
TION OF EX- 
PENSES. 



as hereinafter deffined, and sdiowdng all streets in said 
areas including those accepted by the city (repartos). 
All land shall be liable to special assessments for se- 
wers, except public ways and the parks lying within 
said area belonging to the state, to the city or to pri- 
vate parties, which assessments shall be divided among 
the parcels liable proportionally to the number of 
square meters in each. 

Art. 236. — ^The expense of sewers shall be di- 
vided into four separate parts, namely: 

1. The expense of sewage pumps and buildings, 
force mains, main outfall sewers and all storm-water 
sewers, none of which shall be included in the esti- 
mate for any special assessment. 

2. The expense of main sewers and interceptors, 
which shall include all sewers over thirty centime- 
ters in diameter. 

3. The expense of all sewers thirty centimeters 
or less in diameter. 

4. The expense of all connections between sewers 
and the street line of abutting property. 



ASSE8S- 
ICENTS FOB 
MAIN AND IN- 
TEBOEPTINO 
SEWEBS. 



SMAI.LEB 
SEWEBS. 



CONNEC- 
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CONDUIT 
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Art. 237. — Special assessments for sewers shall 
be computed as follows, viz: 

Two-thirds of the expense of the main and in- 
tercepting sewers shall be a special assessment upon 
all the property which is or will be drained by said 
sewers directly or indirectly. 

Two-thirds of the expense of all sewers thirty 
centimeters or less in diameter shall be a special as- 
sessment upon the property abutting on the public 
way in which they are laid; and when any property 
is to drain directly into any main or intercepting 
sewer, a special assessment shall be made upon the 
property abutting upon the public way in which 
said main or intercepting sewer is laid, equal to 
two-thirds of the estimated cost of a thirty centime- 
ter sewer laid in the place where said main or in- 
tercepting sewer is. 

Two-thirds of the expense of connections be- 
tween sewers and the street line of abutting pro- 
perty shall be a special assessment on said property. 

Art. 238. — ^Whenever provision is made for the 
paving or repairing of any street or district, it shall 
be the duty of the municipal council, before the 
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work is done, to require gas, sewer and other con- 
duit connections, which are necessary or will be- 
come necessary, to be made, establishing regulations 
that shall determine the distances from the street 
mains to the property line abutting upon the street; 
and shall require that the said connections as well 
as repairs and renewals necessary in the near future 
shall be made by the respective owners of the mains. 
Upon the neglect or failure of the respective water 
or gas companies to do the work within the time pre- 
scribed, the municipal council may order the same to 
be done, and the cost thereof may be deducted from 
any indebtedness accrued or accruing of the muni- 
cipality to the said companies, or be paid by the 
levy of any assessment. When the municipality owns 
the gas and gaspipe main or water and water-pipe 
main, or other public utility services, with which 
main or mains the connections are to be made, the 
municipal council may assess the cost of such con- 
nections upon the property for which the connec- 
tions are intended. 



BETUSALOB 
FAILIJBE TO 
MAKE CON- 
NECTIONS. 



Art. 239. — The special assessments shall agree 
with the municipal taxes as regards the precepts on 
the preferred lien established in favor of the muni- 
cipality by the mortgage law; and they shall be col- 
lected in the form and under the penalties provided 
by law against delinquent tax payers in country and 
city taxation. 

The special assessments provided for in this 
chapter, shall be imposed upon all property, even 
when unproductive. 



LIEN FOB 
SPECIAL AS- 
SESSMENTS. 



Art. 240. — ^Whenever by the grading of any 
street, alley or other public ground in urban limits, 
pursuant to the action of the municipal authorities 
in changing the grade of such street, alley or public 
ground after valuable improvements have been made 
upon real property abutting thereon, such real pro- 
perty is injured or diminished in value, the owner 
of such real property or improvements may recover 
from such municipality the amount of such damage 
or diminution in value in a civil action brought for 
the purpose. The provisions of this article shall be 
held to cover and apply to air cases wherein a change 
of established grades of street, alley or public 
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gfrounds may have heretofore been determined iip<Hi, 
but has not been carried into actual effect. 



TITLE VI. 



LOANS. 



EXPENSES. 



OBDINABT 
BE VENUE 
LOAN. 



Art. 241. — The current expenses of the munici- 
pality shall be defrayed from the revenues which 
the municipal council has established with the char- 
acter of ordinary revenues. When public works or 
services are involved which cannot be carried on 
from the sources of revenue specified in article 216, 
the municipal council may contract loans subject to 
the provisions of the following articles. 



DISPOSITION 
OF LOAN 
FUNDS. 



Art. 242. — The moneys proceeding from a mu- 
nicipal loan shall not be devoted to any other pur- 
poses than those specified in the resolution of the 
municipal council authorizing said loan, and shall be 
included in the respective budgets. 



CONDITIONS. 

INTEREST 
AND SINKING 
FUND. 

TAXATION. 



BEFEBEN. 
DUM. 



OSDINABT 
BEVENUES. 



PERIOD 
OF LOAN. 



Art. 243. — ^Whenever the municipal coimcil re- 
solves to contractr loans, it shall at the same time 
vote the necessary permanent revenues (or the pay- 
ment of interest and to provide a sinking fund. 

The taxes voted by the municipal council for 
this purpose must be in accordance with the Sfystem 
of taxation of the state, for which purpose the 
sources of revenue of the state and the revenues 
referred to in article 216 shall not be charged with 
a greater per cent, than that which, within the pro- 
portions therein determined, has not been already 
utilized for the ordinary expenses of the munici- 
pality. 

Before said loan can be obtained, it shall re- 
quire tihe approval of at least two-thirds of the voters 
of the municipal district. 

The ordinary revenues of the municipality shall 
not be applied to the x)ayment of interest on the 
loan or to providing a sinking fund for the pay- 
ment thereof. 

No loan shall be made for a period of more than 
thirty years. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Art 244. — ^Wfaen the municipal council deems 
it neeessaiy or conducive to the interests of the mu- 
nicipality to contract a loan, it shall proceed in ac- 
cordance with the provisions of this and the follow- 
ing articles of this title. 

The motion made in favor of contracting a loan 
shail set forth the conditions upon which it is to be 
obtained, and shall contain detailed information 
with respect to the work or services to which the 
said loan is to be devoted. 

Copies of said motion shall be distributed among 
the councilmen. They shall be convened in special 
session, after an interval of at least five days, for 
the purpose of discussing the matter. 

At that session the expediency of the loan and 
the terms and conditions upon which it should be ob- 
tained riiall be discussed, after which the motion 
shall either be accepted or rejected. 

Art. 245. — ^If it is decided to accept the motion, 
it shall be referred to the committee on treasury 
and budget for the preparation of a draft of a re- 
solution specifying all the conditions for entering 
into the loan and for the payment of interest and 
providing a sinking fund, designating the perman- 
ent revenues to be devoted to this purpose, and set- 
ting forth any other facts deemed pertinent in con- 
nection therewith. 

Art. 246. — ^When loans for public works are in- 
volved, the proper projects, plans and budgets must 
first be formulated and approved by the municipal 
council, with the formalities prescribed in tibe pro- 
visions in force and applicable to the subject. 

Art 847. — The project shall be discussed at the 
special sessions which may be necessary and, after 
having been approved by two-thirds of the number 
of councilmen which the council should have in ac- 
cordance with this law, the opinion of the electoral 
body of the municipality shall be heard, as prescrib- 
ed by arti^ 105 of the constitution, the matter 
being stnbmmi'tted ad referendum in accordance with 
the procedure established by the electoral law. 

Art. 248. — The president of the municipal coun- 
cil shall make a report to the latter of the result of 
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APPBOVAL. 



DI8APPBOVAL 



CALL FOB 
BIDS. 



FOBM OF 
BONDS. 



the referendum at a speekl sessioo. If art least two- 
thirds of the voters of the municipal district voted 
affirmatively, the loan eball be dieclared approved. 

If said two-thirds should not have voted affir- 
matively, the loan shall be considered rejected, and 
it cannot be proposed again until a year shall have 
passed. 

In the event of the loan having been approved, 
the mayor shall proceed to contract it under the 
conditions agreed on, always after calling for pub- 
lic bids, which shall be submitted for the approval 
of the municipal council, and if the latter should not 
be in session the m'ayor shall call a special session. If 
the city council approves the bids the mayor shall 
authorize the proper documents to be made. 

Art. 249. — ^The form and amount of the bonds 
of the 'loan shall be fixed by the municipal council 
Said bonds and their coupons shall be signed by the 
mayor and the treasurer. The accountant of the mu- 
nicipality shall examine them and enter the date of 
the issue thereof in the register of the municipal debt 
provided for by the law of accounting. 



TITLE VII. 



MU NI OIPAI.- 
ITIES WITH 
SMALL FOF- 
ULATION. 



MUNICIPALITIES WHOSE POPULATION DOBS NOT KX CK BD 
TWENTY THOUSAND INHABITANTS 

Art. 260. — Every municipality whose population 
does not exceed twenty thousand inhabitants, shidl 
organize its government in accordance with the pro- 
visions of this title. 



KT710BB OF 
OOUKOILMEN. 



Art. 261. — The number of councilmen in these 
municipal councils shall be in aiocordance with ar- 
ticle 43 in concordance with article 44. 



SPECIAL 
QXXOBUM. 



Art. 262. — ^In cases in which this law requires 
the vote of two-thirds of the total number of coun- 
cilmen which the council should have in accord- 
ance with this law, in order that a resolution may 
be adopted, it shall be understood that the vote of 
four councilmen is required in municipalities hav- 
ing five councilmen, and of five councilmen in those 
which have seven. 
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Art. 263. — Upon the organization of these mu- 
nicipal councils in accordance with the provisions of 
article 61, a president and a secretary only shall 
be designated. 

Art. 254. — ^When no officials with certificates 
can be obtained for the technical services of the 
municipal administration, their places may be filled 
by persons of acknowledged experience in the re- 
spective services, excepting in cases of physicians. 

Art. 266. — The work of accounting, the minutes 
of the sessions of the municipal council, the con- 
tracts entered into,' the imposition of fines, and pub- 
lications and citations sh^l necessarily be in writ- 
ing; but verbal petitions may be made to the mayor 
who must render decision thereon immediately, or 
not later than the following day, if the matters in- 
volved are comprised within his own functions, 
otherwise sending them forward without delay. 

For this purpose the mayor shall fix an hour at 
which he shall daily grant public audiences, at which 
the secretary of the municipal administration shall 
be present, for the purpose of making notes of the 
petitions. 

Art. 266. — ^The secretary of the municipal ad- 
ministration shall discharge the duties of the ac- 
countant-auditor of the municipality, and shall, 
therefore, be the head of both departments; but 
when the budget exceeds ten thousand dollars, the 
municipal council may appoint an accountant, but 
always within the limitation established by article 
192 of this law with respect to personnel exfpenses. 



OBQAKIZA- 
TION OF THE 
MUNICIPAL 
OOUKOIL. 



TECHNICAL 
SERVICES. 
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CONSOLIDA- 
TION OP OF- 
FICES. 



Art. 267. — The municipal council shall organize 
only two permanent committees, the first on the 
treasury and budget and the second, on the devel- 
opment of the moral and material interests of the 
mimicipaiity. 



PERMANENT 
COMMITTEES. 



Art. 268. — The second of the two committees 
mentioned shall be composed of two councilmen and 
two associate members which the municipal council 
^hall select from among the permanent residents of 
recognized standing in the municipal district. The 
<^mmittee on the treasury and budget shall be made 
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up as prescribed by article 72 and the committees 
on taxation in the form fixed by articles 73 and 
74 of this law. 

DUTIES. Art. 269. — The committee on development of 

the moral and material interests of the municipality, 
in addition to possessing initiative in everything 
connected with those interests and rendering the 
reports which the municipal council may call for, 
shall submit to the latter, in the month of January 
of each year, a report on what it may deem advisabte 
for the developm^it of the conmon wealth, the 
improv^nent of ibe public senriceSy meaais of eom- 
munication, and progress of any kind, reoomm^id- 
ing the measures it may deem practicable in the 
furtherance of such ends. 

ASSOCIATE Art. 280. — ^Por designation as associate mem- 

MEMBEB S. bers of committees which are not pernwtnent the 

owners of urban or rural property in the municipal 
district, even, though they reside therein tonporarily, 
shall be placed on an equal footing with llie perm<i* 
nent residents of the municipality. 

lAESSAGES ^^* ^^^* — Fifteen days before the opening of 

TO OOUKOIL. the quarterly sessions of the municipal council 
provided for in article 139 of iJris law, the muni- 
cipal mayor shall comply with the ppi>vi8i<ms of 
article 171 without preiudice to the other provisions 
contained in article 170. 



PUBLIOA- 
nON OF 8EBn- 
ANNUAL BE- 
POBT8. 



Art. 282. — Every six months the secretary of 
the municipal administration shall prepare, in du- 
plicate, an abstract of the different work done by 
the committees of the municipal council, filing one 
copy and sending the other for publication to the 
newspaper or newspapers in which the municipal 
administration publishes announcements, or in their 
absence, in any other form possible. 



OHANOE OF 
GLASS. 



DATA. 



Art. 263. — ^When the municipal council of any 
of the municipalities comprised in this title, is of 
the opinion that its population exceeds twenty thou- 
sand inhabitants, it shall so declare, complying in a 
proper case, with the provisions of article 44 for the 
purpose of or^Tanisation under the general provisions 
of this law. This declaratioai shall be made upon the 
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basis of the data showing the fact. A certified copj 
of the minutes of the session and the documents in 
the case shall be sent to the president of the republic 
and to the governor of the province, as soon as the 
resolution becomes final. 

For the reorganization decided on, an election BBOBOAKI- 
for mayor and the councilmen to which the new NATION. 
municipal council may be entitled, shail be held on 
the date on which the next renewal thereof should 
legally take place, according to the provisions of 
article 60 and related articles, and no changes in 
personnel shall be made, nor any resolution put into 
effect during the fiscal year changing the budget in 
force at the time of the reorganization. 

Art. 264. — ^All the provisions of this law shall GENBBAZi 

be applicable to the municipalities which are the ^BOVMlOHa 
subject of this title in so far as they are not op* 
posed to the special provisions of the same. 

TITLE Vni. 

BBMEDIES AND UABHilTIES ARISING FBOM THE BESOLU- 
TI0N8 OF MUNICIPAL COUNCILS AND THE DECISIONS 
OF MUNICIPAL MAYOBS AND BARRIO MAYORS. 

OHAPTEB I. 

REMEDIES. 

Art. 266. — The municipality, as a juridical per- JUBIDIOAL 
son capable of holding rights and exercising duties, PBB80N. 
possesses its own patrimony and may perform acts 
and enter into contracts with respect to the same. 
It may also, as an administrative entity, take such 
steps as may be required to further the various 
public services, being denominated for this purpose 
as the ''Municipal Administration." 

Art. 266. — ^The final resolutions of the munici- pinal BB- 

pal council put an end to the administrative proceed- SOLUTIONS. 
ings, and an appeal may be taken therefrom, within 
such periods as may be prescribed by law, to the 
competent court by contentious-administrative pro- 
cedure, provided such resolutions impair rights of 
an administrative character previously acquired. 
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When the mnnicipality acts in its capaeily as 
a jttridioal person recourse shall be had to the 
eonrts, through ordinary procedure, as also when 
the resolution impairs rights of a civil character. 

The decisions of the mayor, as the head of the mu- 
nicipal aSdministration, shall also put an end to the 
administrative proceedings, and the same remedies 
hereinbefore set forth shall lie against them as in the 
cases previously cited. 

In either case, the party who considere himself 
aggrieved must previously interpose an appeal for 
reconsideration, within fifteen days following the 
service of notice v>r the publication, as the case may 
be, of the resolution or decision, or within fifteen 
days after that on which the interests of the ap- 
pellant are directly affected* This appeal shall be 
presented to the mayor or ta the president of the 
municipal council, according as it involves a decision 
of the former or a resolution of the latter, and 
they shall render their decision within the period 
of five days. If the municipal council is not in ses- 
sion, or if its resolution is taken without time enough 
remaining in which to present and decide a petition 
for reconsideration, then, without the latter being 
necessary, contentious-administrative action -may be 
begun, within the l^ral period. 

In proceedings conducted through contentious- 
administrative channels against a resolution of the 
municipal council, the period prescribed for this 
purpose by the law on the subject shall commeoee 
to run from the dlay following that on which the 
period of ninety days shall have expired within 
which the .president of the republic may exercise the 
power conferred upon him by the second paragraph 
of article 158. 

In the event of the suspension of the resolu- 
tion by the mayor, the governor, or the president 
of the republic, the proceedings shall conform to 
the provisions of article 162. 



BBVOOATZOM 
OP BS80LI7- 

noNa 



V0TB8 ME- 
0B88ABT. 



Art. 267. — Municipal councils and mayors may 
revoke their resolutions, provided, when they do so, 
that they do not impair rights created thereby in 
favor of third persons, but they cannot revise re- 
solutions which, having been the subject of conten- 
tious-administrative or judicial proceedings, have 
been affirmed. The resolution for revision requires 
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a number of councilmen equal to that required for 
the adoption of the resolution. 



Art. 268. — ^Whenever any municipal contract, 
or any resolution of the municipal council, is pre- 
judicial to the interests of the municipality, the 
council may declare it injurious (lesivo) within a 
period of five years, even though there exist inter- 
ests of third parties ; but a contentious-administrative 
appeal must be interposed in due time and form be- 
fore the audiencia of the proper province, after 
such declaration shall have been made, requesting 
the rescission. 

Such declarations cannot be made with regard 
to resolutions which may have been confirmed by 
virtue of a judicial complaint, or appeals therefrom, 
or by a revoked suspension thereof. The injury hav- 
ing been established before the court, this contract 
shall be rescinded, or the resolution in question shall 
be revoked, whatever may be deemed proper and 
equitable as to indemnity and rights acquired by 
third persons being also determined. 

The declaration of injury (lesivo) having been 
made in the case of a contract, the persons interest- 
ed shall be notified thereof on the same day, and if 
they shall agree thereto, the declaration shall be- 
come effective without the necessity of a contentious- 
administrative appeal. If the municipal council 
should not adopt a resolution as to indemnities, they 
may be made the subject of proceedings before the 
ordinary courts. 



ANNULMENT 
OF OONTRAOT 
OB BESOLU- 
TION. 



BE80ISSI0N. 



BESOLimON. 



NOTICE TO 
INTERESTED 
PASTIES. 



Art. 269. — The mayor must take the initiative INITIATIVE 
to have the municipal council make the declaration ^^ m ayor 
referred to in the preceding article, provided he iotI?^^^OON- 
deems it advisable to have such action taken, and, tracts. 
to this end, he shall address the president of the 
municipal council in writing, setting forth in full 
the reasons on which he bases his opinion. 



Art. 270. — ^When, in «n administrative contract qf contrac- 

with the municipality, the mayor, believes that the TOR. 
contractor has violated the conditions of the contract, 
he shall at once communicate it to "the municipal 

council, setting forth the facts fully, and -the couneil SUSPEN S ION 

may resolve on the suspension of the execution of OP CONTRACT. 
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the coMract, making provision at the same time for 
the continuation of the work and service in question. 

Within sixty days after service of notice of the 
resolution upon the contractor, he may appeal to 
the court of competent jurisdiction for the purpose 
of enforcing any rights he helieves he may have; 
and, if he should fail to do so, it shall be taken 
for granted that he accepts the suspension, which 
shall thereupon be converted into rescission. 

If the contractor should institute proceedings, 
the suspension of the contract shall continue during 
the hearing of such proceedings, unless the term 
stipulated for the duration of the contract should 
expire in the meantime, in which case the municipal 
council shall be at liberty to enter into a new con- 
tract for the same service or work, without prejudice 
to the result of the proceedings instituted and the 
application of the penal clauses of the contract, if 
the failure of the contractor to comply therewith is 
confirmed. 



QUESTION 
OF JURISDIC- 
TION. 



SUSPENSION 
OF ACTION. 



Art. 271. — 'Any question of jurisdiction, whether 
positive or negative, between mayors, or between 
municipal councils, or between the latter and the 
former, or with the provincial council, or with the 
governor, shall be decided by the contentious cham- 
ber of the respective audiencia, if the question be 
between mayors or councils of the same province, 
with an appeal to the supreme court, which shall 
have jurisdiction to decide all other cases. The su- 
preme court shall render its decision within thirty 
days after the date on which any of the parties ap- 
peal to the respective court. The court shall hear 
the adverse party before rendering decision, grant- 
mg him a period for the purpose, after which it 
shall render its decision without further proceed- 
ings. 

The municipal council and the mayor shall 
cease to act in the matter which is the subject of the 
question of jurisdiction, as soon as the other party, 
by means of the proper communication, gives notice 
that an appeal is going to be taken to the authority 
called upon to decide the matter. 



PBOBIPT AC- ^^' ^^' — ^^ petition or request addressed to 

nONONPETl- ^^^ president of the municipal council, or to the 
TION. municipal council or to the mayor, shall be allowed 
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to remain uaanswered in the manner which may be 
deemed proper, unless the reason or reasons for not 
making answer are declared. 

When a matter of routine is to be dispatched, it boxttine. 
shall be done without a greater delay than three 
days. 

rrhe permanent or special committees and officials PEBIODS 

shall submit their reports or opinions, within a period FOB BEFOBT8. 
not exceeding ten days, unless a duly established cause 
prevents. 

The final decision on a matter shall be rendered FINAL 

within ten days following that on which the pro- deOISIOK, 
ceedings have reached a stage where they are pend- 
ing such decision only. 

The application of this article with respect to 
municipal councils shall not be taken into considera- 
tion if they are not in session. 

Art. 273. — ^Any person submitting a petition to BBOBIPT. 
the municipal council, or to the mayor, shall have 
the right to demand, and to be given at once, a re- 
ceipt describing the matter and the date and hour 
of the presentation thereof. 

Art. 274. — ^An appeal lies from any act of a bemedies 

mayor of a barrio within five days after receipt of AaAlNST BA- 

notification thereof. The matter shall be forwarded *^^ MAT- 

to the mxinicipal mayor as soon as reported on, with ^*®* 
all documents, who shall decide within a like period 
of five days. 

Art. 275. — ^While appeals of an administrative besoltttion 
character against any resolution or action of the INABEYANOE. 
municipal council or the municipal mayor are being 
heard, the execution of such resolution or action 
shall be suspended, unless questions of sanitation, 
precaution or remedy against dangers of calamities 
or any other requiring peremptory execution, in the 
judgment of the mayor or the municipal council, 
respectively, are involved. In any case, measurers 
shall be adopted for the purpose of insuring, in 
due time, compliance with the resolutions or action, 
if the appeals should be dismissed. 

Art. 276.— A violation of the provisions relat- VIOLATION 

ing to periods of time and other provisions relating ^^qjj^^ SbSat- 

to the appeals treated of in this title, and regarding n^Q ^q j^[ 

the despatch of matters, shall constitute a malicious PEALS. 
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FIN E AN D 
INDEIUNITT. 



BEPETinON. 



violation of the law, and shall be punished by the 
imposition of a fine of twenty-five dollars, by the 
proper judge or court, in addition to the indemnity 
which may lie for the loss and damage which may 
have been caused. 

In case of a repetition of the offense, the fine 
may be raised to two hundred dollars. 



BEOEIPT OP Art. 277. — Every appellant shall always be given 

APPBAL. a voucher of the presentation of his appeal, stating 

the date and hour thereof. 

OHAPTEB n. 

UABIUTIES. 



LIABILITIE8. 



ADMINISTSA- 
TIVB LIABIL- 
ITT. 

CIVIL AND 
PENAL LIA- 
BnJTT. 



ADM INI8TBA- 
Tiv E PENAL- 
TIES. 



BT WHOM 
IMPOSED. 



BSPBIMAND. 



WABNING. 



Art. 278. — ^The mayor, the president of the mu- 
nicipal council, the councilmen, associate members, 
and barrio mayors, as well as the officials and em- 
ployees of the municipality not included in the pro- 
visions of the civil service law, may incur liability 
of an administrative character, in addition to the 
civil and penal liability prescribed by law, for acts 
or omissions in the discharge of the duties of their 
respective offices, according to the provisions of this 
chapter. 

Art. 279. — ^Acts and omissions punishable ad- 
ministratively shall render the guilty parties liable 
to the penalties of reprimand, warning or fine, in 
the case of councilmen and associate members, and 
to any of said penalties, or those of suspension or re- 
moval, in the case of barrio mayors or of employees. 

These penalties, with the exception of that of 
removal, shall be imposed upon councilmen, associate 
members and employees of the municipal council, by 
the president of the municipal council, and shall be 
imposed by the mayor, with the same reservation 
as above, upon barrio mayors and the employees of 
the municipal administration and those of his office. 

Art. 280. — ^A reprimand shall be administered 
in cases of error, omission or slight negligence, when 
the damage is easily repaired. 

A warning shall be given in case of the repeti- 
tion of the reprimanded offense, and in the event 
of power being exceeded, negligence and abuse of 
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authority the consequences of which are not irrepar- 
able or grave. 

A fine shall be imposed whenever so provided 
by the laws and general regiilations, and in case of 
a repetition of offenses punishable by warning, and 
in the event of power being gravely exceeded, grave 
abuse of authority, or negligence or disobedience, 
which do not involve criminal liability, and which, 
in the case of barrio mayors or of employees^ do not 
require suspension or removal from office. 



FINB. 



Art. 281. — The fine imposed as an administra- 
tive corrective shall not exceed fifty dollars in mu- 
nicipalities of one hundred thousand or more inhab- 
itants; thirty dollars in municipalities of less than 
one hundred thousand but more than twenty thousand 
inhabitants; and twenty dollars in municipalities of 
twenty thousand inhabitants or less. 

In cases in which the amount of the fine is ex- 
pressly fixed by this law or other legislative measures 
the provisions thereof shall be adhered to. 

The collection of the fine shall be effected in 
the manner prescribed by paragraph 2 of article 78; 
but if the person fined receives a salary from the mu- 
nicipality, the amount of the fine may be deducted 
therefrom. 

In the event that a fine imposed upon a barrio 
mayor who does not receive a salary should not be 
paid, the municipal council, upon the recommenda- 
tion of the municipal mayor, may consider the caae 
as a ground for removal, in order to proceed with 
the formalities prescribed for that purpose in article 
99 of this law. 



AMO UNT OP 
FINB. 



OOXJJBOnOH. 



Art. 282. — ^The suspension from office and salary 
or from salary alone, shall be ordered by the mayor 
in the case of employees of the municipal admin- 
istration or his office, and otherwise by the president 
of the municipal council; but always upon the in- 
stitution of proceedings at which the interested party 
is given a hearing. 

These fines may be imposed when grave acts 
are involved differing from those mentioned in ar- 
ticle 280, or in the case of a repetition of the offense 
in acts punishable by fine, or of persistency in the 
repetition of the offense in other cases. 
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SBMDVAL. 



BEMOVAIi 
AND SUSPEM- 
8I0N OF THE 
PRESIDENT 
OF THE OOUN- 
OIL. 

1CATO& 



The penalty of removal may be imposed with- 
out having be^i preceded by suspension. 

Art. 283.— ^When the president of the municipal 
council incurs administrative liability he may be re- 
lieved of his office in the manner pointed out in 
article 67 of this law. 

With regard to the administrative liability of 
the municipal mayor, it can only be enforced by the 
suspension referred to in article 99 of the constitu- 
tion, and in accordance with articles 87 and 88 of 
this law. 

The municipal council, by resolution of two- 
thirds of the councilmen which it should have in 
accordance with this law, may request the provincial 
governor to exercise his constitutional prerogative, 
stating the grounds of its petition, in order that the 
governor, after (consideration thereof, may decide 
what he deems proper. 



LIABILITY 
OF SffUNIOI- 
FAUTT FOB 
LOSS AND 

DAMAGEa 



CLAIM 
FBE SENTED 
WITHIN THnt- 
TY DAT& 



BEPOBT OF 
ICATOB. 



Art. 284. — The municipality shall be directly 
liable for any loss or damage attributable to the neg- 
ligence of the municipality, which may be caused by 
a defect, insecurity, risk, or obstruction in the pgj>lic 
road, sidewalks, sewers, or bridges of the municipal- 
ity; but it shall indemnify itself by proceedings 
against the municipal official or employee, if he, 
through failure to comply with his duties, should 
have given rise to the occurrence constituting the 
basis for the claim, and consequently be responsible 
therefor. 

In such .cases, the claim must be presented in 
writing to the mayor within thirty days after the 
occurrence of the act which gave rise thereto, and it 
shall set forth under oath or affirmation, the details 
of date, place, character, and amount of the damage 
or loss, and the estimated value thereof. 

The mayor shall make a report to the munici- 
pal council on the matter as soon as possible, and 
the latter shall render a decision within the twenty 
days following that upon which it receives the claim, 
after hearing the official or employee who may be 
charged with liability. 

Municipalities shall not be liable, however, for 
the damage or injury caused by defect, insecurity. 
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danger or obstruction in the public thoroughfare, 
sidewalks, sewers or bridges belonging to the muni- 
cipality, unless the said defect, insecurity, danger 
or obstruction shall have remained for ten days after 
special notice in writing is given to the mayor or mu- 
nicipal council. 

No judicial proceedings can be instituted against 
the municipality on account of such loss and dam- 
age, without proof that the claim referred to in 
this article was presented in due time to the mayor, 
and that the municipal council failed to render a 
decision or rejected the claim, or rendered a deci- 
sion not satisfactory to the claimant, within the 
twenty days allowed for its decision. 



PEOor or 

PBE8ENTA- 
TION OF 

OIiAIMS. 



ADDITIONAIi PBOVISION. 



The municipal law of October 2, 1877. and other 
legal provisions governing the organization and 
functions of municipalities, are hereby repealed, as 
are any other laws or provisions referring to author- 
izations necessary to be granted by the central pow- 
er or the provincial governor to the municipality 
and laws or provisions opposed to the provisionis of 
this law. 

TRANSITORY PROVISIONS. 



BEPEAL. 



I. Notwithstanding the provisions of article 178, 
municipal councils may retain in their budgets the 
amounts which appear therein by virtue of resolu- 
tions adopted prior to the promulgation of this law 
for the payment of pensions or donations to specific 
persons, but they cannot increase nor transfer them 
to other persons, although reduction therein may be 
made. 

II. The provisional governor may order the 
restoration of municipalities which may have been 
abolished, and which he considers in condition to 
exist under the provisions of this law. The said mu- 
nicipalities shall be included in their ancient limits, 
and, as far as possible, they shall have their pro- 
perty, privileges', and everything else which may have 
belonged to them. 

Until the national congress resumes its sessions, 
petitions for the creation and restoration of muni- 
cipalities shall be addressed to the provisional gov- 
ernor. 



EXISTING 
PENSIONS OB 
DONATIONS. 
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DEBTS III. Municipal councils shall include some 

P^IOB ^TO ^^^'^^ i^ ^^^^^ regular budgets for the payment of 
XJ8T. debts incurred prior to 1899, which have been liqui- 

dated and acbiowledged by the same municipJ 
council, paying them in the order of priority and 
prorating them in the case of identity of dates. 

BSTIBEMENT ^^' ^^^^^^ ^^ number of councilmen be not 

OP ooUNOIIi- strictly divisible into halves, the larger number 
MEK. shall retire from office upon the first renewal, and 

the lesser number upon the second renewal. 

The municipal council shall determine by lot, 
as soon as it is organize^l, the councilmen to be com- 
prised in the first renewal. 

PBESOBIP- Y. The period of three years established in ar- 

TION OP tide 184, relating to 4;he prescription of debts for 
DEBTS. municipal taxes, shall begin to be counted from the 

date of the promulgation of this law, with regard 
to credits pending collection at the time of its pro- 
mulgation ; and, likewise, with regard to the prescrip- 
tion of rights of action to collect credits against the 
municipality, in its capacity as an administrative 
corporation. 



USTS POB VI. Without prejudice to the provisions «i>f 

topSSon' articles 35 and 37 of this law, the state, at the 
^^^ ' expense of the national funds, shall furnish each 

municipality with the original census enumeration 
lists of all the barrios of the respective districts, 
bound in one or more volumes, by barrios, aod 
indexied by names and numbers of pages and line; 
and the municipal administration shall add in the 
margin, at the right, by means of initials, the re- 
spective classification of permanent citizens and 
transients. Said lists, with additioms, as aforesaid, 
shall constitute the first five year census for the 
purpose of registers of population, being taken as 
a basis for all other work, as provided in Chapter III 
of Title II. 

OOUNOILMBN, ^ Y"- ^^ }^^ time th^ cOTucilmen elected «i 
OATH OP the first elections held after the promulgation of 
this law take possesion of their offiices, they shall 
take the oath prescribed in article 60 before the 
municipal council, to be administered by the then 
secretary. 
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FINAL PROVISION 

This law shall take effect upon the date, hereafter EFPective, 
to be fixed by decree, for the first mayors €uid council- ^HEN, 
men, €)lec»ted under the provisions of the Electoral Law 
of Aprid 1, 1908, to take possession of their offices. 

CKABLBS E. MAQOON, 

Provisional Oovemor. 
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AOOOUNTANT-AUDITOB: 

Initiation of budgets to be entrusted to: 187 59 

Powers and duties of as prescribed in municipal accounting 

Law: 110 31 

To be at head of accounting and auditing department: 110. . . 31 

AOOOUNTIKG AND AUBlTINa: 

Organization of department of : 92 25 

in municipalities of over 100,000 inhabitants: 92 26 

ADlmnSTSATIOK, ICUNIOIPAI.: 

Definition: 265 83 

Departments of : 92 26 

Accounting and auditing: 92 26 

Chiefs of : 92 26 

Salaries to be fixed by municipal council: 93 26 

To hold meetings with mayor: 94 26 

Number to be fixed by municipal council: 92 26 

Must be at least three: 92 26 

Organization of, etc., under charge of municipal council: 93. 26 

May be recommended by mayor: 93 26 

Becords of, to be public: 95 27 

Reports of, monthly: 96 27 

To be forwarded to proper committee, for report: 96. . . . 27 

Taxation, in municipalities with population of over 100,000: 92 26 

Treasury and collections: 92 26 

Secretaries of: 

Duties of: 108, 109 30-3J 

Functions of: 108 30-3) 

Incompatibilities: 107 30 

Persons ineligible for office of : 107 30 

AD REFERENDUM: 

Submission of propositions for public services to be referred: 

131 44 

Votes necessary for approval: 132 44 
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AUENATIONB: 

Quorum of munieipal oouscil neeesMry to approve: 154 50 

Duties of municipal couneils at to keeping and care of: 126 (13) 38 
Transit, sale, impounding, etc., to be regulated by municipal 

councils: 126 (17) 38 

AimEXATIOK: 

Of municipal districts: 13 5 

Method for: 17 6 

Consequences of : 19 6 

APFEAIiS: 

By associate members of committees of municipal councils: 

From imposition of penalties for non-attendance: 78 22 

Co D tentious- Administrative: 

From suspension of resolutions of municipal council: 159. . . 51 

lu case of unconstitutionality: 159 51 

From action of barrio mayors: 274 87 

Prom resolutions of municipal councils: 266 83-84 

By inhabitants of municipality: 33 10 

By residents: 164 52 

Stay proceedings: 275 87 

Penalty for violation of proceedings relating to: 276 87-88 

APP0INTBIBNT8: 

Of barrio mayors to be made by municipal council on recom- 
mendation of municipal mayor: 99 27 

Of employees by mayor: 165 (3) . . • 53 

Of municipal employees: 104 29 

■Hrvoked if mayor protests: 104 29 

APPE0PBIATI0K8: 

Expenses of personnel limited: 192 60-61 

To be annulled at end of year when not used: 204 64 

See "Budget". 

ABTIOLES OF LUZUBY: 

May be taxed by municipal council: 216 (16) 69 

ASSESSMENTS, SPECIAL: 

Advertisement of proposed work: 222 71 

Bonder issue of to secure loan for work: 226 72-73 

May be transferred to contractor of work, in payment there- 
of: 227 73 

Co] lection ofy in charge of municipal administration: 227. . . 73 

CoEduit connections: 238 76-77 

Eules governing: 238 76-77 

Construction of work over protests, requisites: 222 71 
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Page. 
ASSESSMENTS^ 8PB0IAL» (contUmod) : 

Oott of work: 

Computation of: 228 73 

If by contract: 228 73 

If by administration: 228 73 

Technical estimate of: when required: 229 73 

Statement of, to be presented to municipal council: 230. . . 74 

Cost, total, may be levied at one time: 225 72 

Curbing: rules for levying assessment for construction of: 233. 71-72 

Effect of necessity of contracting loan to construct work: 225. 72 

Gutters: rules for levying assessment for construction of: 233. 75 

Levy and collections: time for: 224 '. . . . 72 

Lien on property subject to: 239 77 

May be transferred to contractor in payment, when work is 

done by contract: 227 73 

Paving: 

Division of cost of: 231. 74 

Bailroad and tramway companies: responsibility for: 232. . . 74-75 

Penalty for refusal to construct, etc.: 232 74 

Liability of for damages, for failure to maintain in good 

condition: 232 75 

Payments: 

When delinquent: 225 72 

Payment of, before due: 226 72-73 

Payments may be made in installments: 225 72 

Protests against proposed assessment: 222 71 

When protests prevail: 222 71 

Work not to be proceeded with, until all protests heard: 222. 71 

Purposes of: 221 70-71 

Beimbursement to municipality of cost of improvements: 223. . 71-72 
Accounts against owners to be known as "Special Assess- 
ments:" 223 71-72 

Sewers: 

Preparation of plan of proposed: 233 75 

Property subject to assessment for construction of: 235. . . 75-76 
Expense of: 

To be divided into four parts: 236 76 

Computation of special assessments for: 237 76 

Sidewalks: rules for levying assessment for construction of: 233 75 
Sinking fund: establishment of when bonds for work are issued: 

226 72-73 

Surcharges due to necessity of contracting loan for work: 225. 72 

Time for levy and collection: 224 72 

To be imposed on all property: 239 77 

A8S00IATB MEMBEBS OF COMMITTEES: 

Of municipal councils: 

Disqualifications of: 75 21-22 

Excuses of : 75 21 

Foreign, number of: 70 19-20 

Guilds, etc., may recommend persons for: 70 19-20 

Incompatibilities of: 75 21 
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jUnOOIATB T^ng^ramta OF OOMMITTBB8» (continped): 

May be citizens or foreigners: 70 19-20 

Non-attendance of, must be for good cause: 77 22 

Penalties for: 78 22 

How collected: 78 22 

To be imposed by president of municipal council: 78. . . 22 

Appeal from imposition: 78 22 

Office of is obligatory and gratuitous: 70 19 

Removal of : 75 21-22 

Eight of to vote: 70 19 

Term of office of : 76 22 

To be designated by municipal councils: 70 19 

To form part of committees: 70 19 

Vacancies, to be reported: 79 22 

ATTAOHMEMT: 

Bevenues of municipality not subject to: 182 58 

AITT0N0M7: 

Of municipal government: 4 3 

How affected when State fumiahes funds towards works 

etc.: 8 4 

What is understood by: 4 3 

BALLOTS: 

Voting in municipal councils for members to be by: 63 17 

Scrutiny of : 64 17 

BABBI08: 

Mayors of: 

Appeals from action of: 274 87 

Appointment of to be made by municipal council on recom- 
mendation of municipal mayor: 99 27 

Duties of : 98 27 

Accidents, etc., to be reported by: 101 (12) 28-29 

Assistance to State officials: 101 (8) 28 

Burial Permits: 101 (9) 28 

Certificates of life to be issued by: 101 (11) 28 

Collection of municipal taxes by: 101 (13) 29 

Corpses, abandoned, to be taken charge of by: 101 (10). . 28 

Execution of orders by: 101 (4) 28 

Highways and rights of way: 101 (6) 28 

Licenses: 101 (3) 28 

Live stock register: 101 (2) 28 

May be entrusted to other officials: when: 102 29 

Medical attendance to poor: 101 (7) 28 

Municipal ordinances to be executed by: 101 (5) 28 

School attendance to be enforced by: 101 (14) 29 

To be medium of communication with higher authorities: 

101 (1) 28 

Office of, gratuitous and honorary: 103 29 

Powers and duties of : 98 27 
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BABBIOS (contlitiiad): 

Removal of : 99 27 

Salaries of, as eolleetiors of taxes: 103 29 

fiecretary: when entitled to: 100. 28 

Substitutes of: appointment and removal of: 100 27 

To be located by municipal council: 97 27 

In municipalities of not exceeding twenty thousand inhabit- 
ants: 

Meetings of: 261, 171 82-55 

Municipal districts to be divided into: 22 7 

Rules for: 23, 24 7-8 

Suburbs to form: 22 7 

BENEFITS OF MUNIOIPAIiITIES: 

How divided in case of annexation or segregation: 19 6 

BEVEBAQES: 

May be taxed by municipal council: 216 (8) 68 

BOnJSBS: 

Regulation by municipal councils of installation of, etc.: 126 (21) 39 
BONDS: 

Cancellation or return of: 

Of persons who must render accounts: 212 ^ 

Of contractors: 212 66 

Issue of to secure loan for public works: 226 72-73 

May be transferred to contractor of work, in payment thereof: 

227 73 

To be furnished by employees, contractors and grantees: 112. . 31 

Not to be personal: 112 31 

BOOKS AND DOOUBIENTS: 

May be examined by municipal councils, when: 123 35 

B0XJNDABIE8: 

Of municipal districts: 

Confusion between two or more, how determined: 15 5 

BBIDOES: 

Jurisdiction of municipal councils over: 126 (4) 36 

BUDGETS, MUNICIPAL: 

Appropriations to be annulled at end of year when not used: 

204 » 64 

Consideration, approval and formation of, pertains to municipal 

councils: 186 59 

Expenditures to constitute second part of: 189 69-60 

Cannot exceed revenues established: 190 60 

Failure to approve by July 1: result of : 208 63-64 
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BUDGETS, MUNICIPAL (continiMd) : 

Form and contents of: 186 59 

Former budget to continue in force: when: 20^ 63-64 

Incidental revenues not applicable to ordinary services, etc.: 206 64 

Initiation of, to be entrusted to accountant auditor: 186. .. . 59 

Liquidation of: 204 64 

Modifications in, when inadmissible: 191 60 

Parts of: 189 59-60 

Personal expenses: 

Defined: 193 61 

Limitations as to: 192 60-61 

Printing of: 

Number of copies to be printed and disposition thereof: 200. 63 
Prohibition as to creation, abolition, etc, of municipal services 

in: 187 59 

Proceedings in case same budget has been in force two years: 

203 63-64 

Penalties and indemnities incurred in case of noncompliance 

with law: 203 63-64 

Project of: 

Approval or veto of, by mayor: 199 62-63 

Consideration of, by municipal council: 198 62 

Publication of condensed statement of: 196 61-62 

Of comparative statement with prior budget: 196 61-62 

Quorum of council necessary for consideration of: 198. ... 62 

Ratification of, by municipal council: 190 62-63 

To be presented to mayor, when: 195 61 

To be submitted to council by mayor: 173 56 

To be transmitted to municipal council: 197 62 

Treasurer to report on: 195 61 

Votes necessary for adoption of: 198 62 

Besolutions in re change in services, receipts or expenditures, to 

be communicated as basis for preparation of: 188 59 

Be venues: 
Of previous years not applicable for payment of obligations 

of current year: 205 64 

To constitute first part of: 189 59-60 

Special: 

When permissible: 202 63 

Requisites of : 202 63 

Suspensions of: 

Rules to be observed: i201 63 

Unforeseen expenses: 

What are not to be so considered: 194 61 

When previous budget applies: 188 59 

BUlLDIKa PEBMITS: 

May be taxed by municipal council: 216 (10) 68 

BTTtLDINQ BEQUI^TIONS: 

To be issued by municipal council: 126 (6) 37 
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BUBIAL PERMITS: 

Barrio mayors to issue; 101 (9) 28 

BUSINESS COMPANIES: 

May be taxed by municipal council: 216 (7) 68 

Exceptions: 216 (7) 68 

GASH BAI.ANOE: 

Of municipal funds to be prepared: 150 49-50 

CATTLE AND HOBSES, TBANSFEB OF: 

May be taxed by municipal council: 216 (4) 67-68 

Slaughter of : 216 (9) 68 

CEMETERIES: 

May be taxed by municipal council: 216 (6) 68 

CEN80S: 

See Bent Charges. 

Census, lists for registers: trans, art. VI 92 

CEBTIFIOATIONS: 

May b€» taxed by municipal council: 216 (11) 68 

CHARITIES: 

Powers of municipal councils as to: 125 36 

CLAIMS: against municipality: 

Cannot be acquired by municipal officials or employees: 208. . 65 
COLLECTION: 

Of taxes and revenues to be in charge of treasurer: 207. ... 64 
To be made by municipal officials: 206 64 

COMMERCE: 

May be taxed by municipal council: 216 (3) 67 

COMMITTEES: 

See "Council, Municipal." 
CONCESSIONS: 

Municipal employees not to be interested in: 113 31 

CONDUITS: 

Begulation of by municipal councils: 126 (19) 39 

Connections, rules governing: 238 76-77 
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OOKaBESS: 

Powers of, as to change in limits of municipal districts: 13. . . 5 

Consolidation of municipalities: 15 5 

0ONTBA0TOB8: 

Bonds of: 212 66 

00NTBA0T8: 

Bids to be called for, before entering into: 121 34 

default of contracter, effect of: 270 8&-86 

Municipal employees cannot be interested in municipal: 113. . 31 

Quorum of municipal council necessary to approve: 154 49-50 

Keeeission of municipal, by council: 268, 270 85-86 

Declaration of injurious: 268 85 

Procedure to make: 268. . ^ 85 

Initiative of mayor to secure declaration: 269 85 

Suspension of: 270 85-86 

C0NVS7AN0E8: 

Quorum of municipal council necessary to approve: 154. . . . 40-50 

dOBPSES^ ABANDONED: 

Barrio mayors to take charge of: 101 (10) 28 

OOUKCILMEK: 

Absence of, on session days: 53. ^ 15 

Leaves of: 53. '. 15 

Alternates: 

Taking possession of office: 60 16 

Biennial renewals: 52. 15 

Discontinuance in office, when to take place: 49 14 

Loss of residence: 50. . 14 

How established: 50. .... • 14 

Difiqualifications: 46 y. i 13-14 

Right to act on, vested in council: 57 15 

Proceedings for, may be instituted by permanent residents: 57 15 

K lections of, to take place /every two years: 60i 16 

i:ircuBes: 4^ 14 

Time for presentation: 48. 14 

Ic compatibilities: 47 14 

For office created during bis term of office: 68 18 

Initiative of permanent residents in: 57 15 

Option in case of: 47 14 

Right to act on, vested in council: 57 15 

Leaves of absence: 53 15 

Liability of, for acts performed in the discharge of their 

duties: 68 16 

Number in municipal councils: 43 11-12 

Change of : 44 12-13 

Increase, method to be employed: 44 12-13 

Decrease, method to be employed: 44 12-13 

Office of: 

Term of : 51 15 
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OOUKC^IIiBIEN, (continiied) : 

Obligatory, etc.: 55 15 

Taking possession of : 60 16 

Installing in: 61 17 

Of municipalities of not exceeding twentj thooaand inhabitants, 

Number of: 251^ 80 

Qualifications necessary to be; exception as to residence: 45. . 13 

Bemoval of, when permissible: 59 16 

Besignations and acceptance of : 56 15 

Bight to act on vested in municipal council: 57 15 

Betirement of, if number not divisible into halves. Trans. ylV . . 92 

To be elected by direct suffrage: 42 11 

Vacancies, how filled: 54 15 

COUNCILS, MUNICIPAL: 

Animals, keeping and care of: duties of council as to: 126 (13). 36 

Transit, sale, impounding, etc., to be regulated by: 126. ... 38 

Boilers: regulation of installation etc. of: 126 (21) 39 

Books and documents may be examined by, when: 123 34-35 

Bridges, jurisdiction of over: 126 (4) 36 

Budgets to be transmitted to and considered by: 197, 198. . . 62 

Building regulations to be issued by: 126 (6) 37 

Charities: powers of, as to: 125 36 

Committees of: 

Associate members of: to form part of committees: 70. . . . 19-20 

(Disqualifications of : 75 21-22 

Excuses of : 75 21-22 

Foreign, number of : 70 19-20 

Guilds, etc., may recommend persons for: 70 19-20 

Incompatibilities of : 75 21-22 

May be citizens or foreigners: 70 19-20 

Non-attendance of, must be for good cause: 77 22 

Penalties for: 78 22 

Appeal from imposition: 78 22 

How collected: 78 22 

To be imposed by president of municipal council: 78. . 22 

Office is obligatory and gratuitous: 70 19-20 

Vacancies to be reported: 79 22 

Duties of, character of : 69 lS-19 

Initiative of : 69 lS-19 

Members of to be designated by municipal councils: 69. . . 18-19 

Bemoval of : 75 21-22 

Bight of to introduce motions: 69 lS-19 

Bight of to vote: 70 19-20 

Term of office: 76 22 

To be designated by municipal councils: 70 19-20 

On taxation of industries, commerce, professions, arts and 
trades: 

Duties of : 74 21 

On territorial tax: 

How constituted: 73 21 
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00UK0IL8, MUNICIPAL, (eoBtfiiiMd) : 

On treasury and budget: 

Associate members may be citizens or foreigners, etc.: 72. 20-21 

How constituted: 72 20-21 

Municipalization of public services to be referred to: 130. 43 

Action of council on report of committee: 131 43-44 

Number of members and associate members: 72 20-21 

Organization of : 69 18-19 

Permanent: 

In municipalities of not exeeeding twenty thousand in- 
habitants: 

Associate members of: 260 86 

Duties of: 259 82 

Formation of: 258 81-82 

On development of moral and material interests: 257. . . 81 

Treasury and budget: 257 81 

Number and election of persons to compose same: 71. . . . 20 

Purpose of : 69 18-19 

Special: 69. . . 18-19 

Number and persons to compose the same: 71 20 

Constitution of, how effected: 65 17 

Contracts: bids to be called for, before entering into: 121. . . 34 

Default of contractor, effect of : 270 85-86 

Municipal employees cannot be interested in municipal: 113. 81 

Quorum of municipal council necessary to approve: 154. . . 49-50 

Bescission of municipal, by council: 268, 270 85-86 

Declaration of injurious: 268 85 

Procedure to make: 268 85 

Initiative of mayor to secure declaration: 269 85 

Suspension of: 270 87 

Docks: jurisdiction of, over: 126 (7) 37 

Duties of: 114, 126 32-36 

Education: duties of, as to: 126 (11) 38 

Electric current rates to be regulated by: 126 (28) 39 

Expenses to be provided for by: 126 (2) 36 

Fairs: duties of, as to: 126 (8) 37 

Fire department to be maintained by: 126 (26) 39 

Fire limits to be fixed by: 126 (20) 39 

Food: inspection of articles of, by: 126 (25) 39 

Funds of municipality to be under control of: 126 (1) 36 

Gas rates to be regulated by: 126 (28) 39 

Government of municipality vested in, and mayor: 2 3 

Investigations: special, which may be ordered by: 123 34-35 

Administration of oaths by commission conducting: 123. . . 35 

Examination of books and documents: 123 35 

Beport of commission conducting: 123 35 

Besolution adopted by commission conducting, is administra- 
tive only: 123 35 

Suspension of officials during: 123 35 

Witnesses may be subpoenaed: 123 35 

Judicial proceedings: formalities necessary for institution of: 

118 33 

Licenses to be regulated etc. by: 126 (3) 36 

Markets: duties of as to: 126 (8) 37 
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OOUNCILS, MUNIOIPAL, (eootiiiiMd) : 

Members of, how called: 42 11 

Number in: 4a 11-12 

Morals, public and customs: duties of as to: 126 (10) 37 

Nuisances: duties of as to: 126 (27) 39 

Oaths may be administered by when: 123 35 

Ordinances to be issued by: 126 (30) 39-40 

Parks: jurisdiction of, over: 126 (4) 36 

Police Department to be maintained by: 126 (26) 39 

Powers of, general: 114 * 32 

Special: 126 36-40 

President of: 

Casts deciding vote: 67 18 

May be relieved, when: 67 18 

Represents the council: 67 18 

To discontinue in office if he loses office of councilman: 67. 18 

Public meetings etc.: regulation of: 126 (24) 39 

Questions of jurisdiction: how decided: 271 86 

Quorum necessary for any action: 153 49 

For payments and contracts: 154 49-50 

For alienations, leases and encumbrances: 154 49-50 

Railroads: duties of, as to: 126 (18) 38-39 

Ratification of municipal budget, by: 199 62--63 

Regulations to be issued by: 126 (30) 39-40 

Reorganization of, in case of change of class: 44 12-13 

Resolutions: 
Appeals from: 

By inhabitants of municipality: 3d 10 

Of residents from: 164 52 

Approval by mayor: 156 50 

Certifications of: 163 52 

Copies to be furnished President and governor: 161 51 

Dating of: 164 52 

Execution of: 157 50 

Date for: 157 60 

I^nal: 

Appeals from: 266 83-84 

Stay proceedings: 275 87 

Violation of provisionas relating to: 276 87-88 

Put an end to administrative proceedings: 266 83-84 

Revocation of: 257 81 

Votes necessary: 267 84-85 

Ten da3rs from presentation: 156 50 

Passage of, over veto: 156 50 

Proceedings to restrain execution of, inadmissible: 163. . . 52 

Publication of: 164 52 

Submission of to mayor: 156 50 

Suspension of: 
Appeal in case of unconstitutionality of resolution suspend- 
ed: 159 51 

Contentious-administrative appeal from: 159 51 

Council may admit, or revoke resolution: 159 51 
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COUNCILS, MUNICIPAL, (continiied) : 

Implied consent to: 159 51 

May be suspended by mayor, provincial governor or Pre- 
sident of the Bepublic: 158 50-^1 

Notice of: 160 51 

When permissible: 158 50-51 

Bemedies to private individuals prejudiced by: 162. ... 52 

Veto by mayor: 156 50 

Hoads: jurisdiction of, over: 126 39-40 

Sanitation: duties of, as to: 126 (16) 38 

Powers of, as to: 124, 125 35-36 

Sea walls: extent of jurisdiction of, over: 126 (7) 37 

Secretaries: assistant: provisions regarding: 149 48 

Duties of: 147 47-48 

Loss of office: 67 18 

Permanency of positions of: Trans. VI 92 

To be first and second: 62 17 

Sessions: attendance of mayor at: 170 55 

Seat of mayor: 170 55 

Calls for: 142 43 

Deliberative periods: 139 35 

Extension of: 144 46-47 

Minutes of: 145 47 

To contain minority opinions: 145 47 

Signature of: 146 47 

Book of, to under custody of secretary: 148 48 

Non-attendance at: penal liability for: 140. 46 

Fines for: 140 46 

Secret, when to be: 155 50 

Special: 

To be called on initiative of mayor: 169 55 

When null: 144 46-47 

To be public: 155 50 

To be held in town hall: 155 50 

Withdrawal of councilmen from, when necessary: 141. ... 46 

Sewers, etc. duties of, as to: 126 (14) > 38 

Squares, public, jurisdiction of, over, 126 (4) 36-37 

Streets: naming of: 126 (23) 39 

Street cleaning: duties of, as to: 126 (12) 38 

Structures, dangerous: duties of, as to: 126 (15) 38 

Suburbs: duties of, as to: 126 (9) 37 

Telegraph and telephone poles, conduits, etc. regulation of by: 

126 (19) , 39 

To be represented by the president thereof: 67 18 

Tramways: duties of, as to: 126 (18) 38-^9 

Transportation rates to be regulated by: 126 (29) 39 

Vacancies in, how filled: 54 «. 15 

Vacancies: duties of, as to: 126 (18) 38-39 

Vehicles: duties of, as to: 126 (18) 38-39 

Voting in, when by ballot: 63. \ 17 

Scrutiny: 64 17 

When by roll call: 151 49 

Wben to be secret: 151 -. . . 49 

Members cannot abstain from: 152 49 
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COUNCILS, MUNICIPAL, (continued): 

Water fronts: jurisdiction of, over: 126 (7) 37 

Water rates to be regulated by: 126 (28) 39 

Weights and measures, regulation of: 126 (22) 39 

Wharves: jurisdiction of, over: 126 (7) 37 

In municipalities of not exceeding twenty thousand inhabitants: 

Quorum necessary to transact business: 252. . . . 80 

To have president and secretary only: 253 81 

CBBDIT8: 

Application of: 177 56 

Consolidation of in ease of several creditors: 181 57-58 

How divided in case of annexation or segregation: 19 6-7 

In favor of municipality: prescription of action to recover: 184. 58 

Prescription of right of action for collection of: 184 58 

CUBBING: 

Bules for levying assessment for construction of: 233 75 

DAMAQES: 

Liability of municipality for: 284 90-91 

Damages caused by grading of streets, etc.: 240 77-78 

DANCES: 

May be taxed by municipal council: 216 (18) 69 

DEBTS, MUNICIPAL: 

Consolidation of credits, in cape of several creditors: 181. . . 57-58 

Distribution of payments: 181 57-58 

For taxes: prescribe when: 184 58 

Judgment against municipality for, procedure: 181 57-58 

Of municipalities incurred prior to 1899, disposition of: Trans. HE 92 

Preference of claims: 181 57-58 

Prescription of: 

For taxes: 184 58 

I'rom when to be counted: Trans. V 92 

DECISIONS 

On matters to be rendered within certain period: 272 86-87 

DBPABTMENTS OF MUNICIPAL ADMINISTBATION: 

Accounting and auditing: 

Organization of : 92 25-26 

Administrative functions of municipality to be divided into: 92. 25-26 

Chiefs of: 92. . 25-26 

Salaries to be fixed by municipal council: 93 26 

Heads of, to hold meetings with mayor: 94 26-27 

Number to be fixed by municipal council: 92. . -. 25-26 

Must be at least three: 92 , 25-26 

Organization of, etc., under charge of municipal council: 93. . 26 
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DEPABTMIINTS OF MUNIOIPAI. ADMIiaSTBATION, (continaed): 

May be recommended by mayor: 93' 26 

Tlecords of, to be public: 95 27 

Reports of, monthly: 96 y 27 

To be forwarded to proper committee, for report: 96. . . . '. 27 
Tmxation: 

Organization of : 92 25-26 

Treasury and collections: 

Organization of : 92 25-26 

DISQITAIiIFIOATIOKS: 

Of associate members of committees of municipal couni^ils: 75. 21-22 

Of councilmen: 46 13-14 

Bight to act on, vested in council: 57 15 

Proceedings for, may be instituted by permanent resi- 
dents: 57 . , 15 

Of mayors: 84 ' 23-24 

J^IBTBIOTB, MUNICIPAL: 

Annexation of : 13 5 

Method of: 17 .• • • ^ 

Consequences of: 19 , 6-7 

Barrios: division of into: 22, 24 7-8 

Suburbs of district to form: 22 7 

Bules for: 23, 24, 25 7-8 

Boundaries of: 

Confusion between two of more, how determined: 15 5 

Consolidation of in the event of confusion of boundaries: 15. 5 

Initiative for: 16 5-6 

E^ocedure if located in more than one judicial district 
through: 21 ^ 7 

Creation of : 13 6 

By segregation: 18 6 

iBlabitants of : 26, 34 8-10 

Division of : 26 8 

limits of, changes in: 20 ..!...: 7 

Mast be in a single province and judicial district: 21 7 

Powers of Congress as to change in limits of: 13. . 5 

President of the Republic may institute proceedings for sup- 
pression of : 14 5 

Eesidents. 

Division of : 26, 27 8 

Domiciliary: 26, 27 , . 8 

Permanent: 

Declaration of : 30, 31 9 

Appeal from decision denying: 32 9 

Emancipated Cubans to be declared: 31 9 

Petition for: 32 9 

Equal rights of: 34 10 

Foreigners as: 28 ,• • - ^ 

Registration of: 29 9 
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DI8TBI0T8, MUNICIPAL, (continiied) : 

Who are: 26, 27 8 

Segrregation of: 18. . . 5 

Method ior: 17 .......' 6 

Consequences of : 19 .'....!.. 6-7 

Suburbs of, to form barrios: 22. . 7-8 

Suppresion of: 13. . . ., .t • 6 

Proceedings for: 14 5 

Transients defined: 26, 27 • • • • 8 

When organization of proper: 11. . . 4 

DOOK8: 

Jurisdiction of municipal councils over: 126 (7) 37 

D00XJMENT8: 

May be examined by municipal councils, when: 123 34r-35 

DONATIONS: 

By municipality, prohibited: 178 57 

Existing, to be respected: Transitory provision 1 91 

DUTIES: 

Of accountant-auditor: 110 31 

Of committees of tnunicipal councils: 69 18-19 

Of mayors: 165, 175 52-53-6« 

Of municipal councils: 114, 126. . . . 32-36 

EDUCATION: 

(Duties of municipal councils as to: 126 (11) 38 

Effective, when: Final provision 93 

EUSCTSICITT: 

Bates for enrpent to be regulated by municipal councils: 

126 (28) 39 

ELECTIONS: 

Municipal: to be held every two years: 6(X 16 

Of councilmen: 

To be by dire<yt suffrage: 42 11 

Of mayors: 

How conducted: 81 23 

EMPLOYEES, MUNICIPAL: 

Appointment of: 104 ,. 29 

Appointment and removal of by mayor: 166 (3) 53 

Bonds must be furnished by: 112 31 

Cannot acquire claims against municipality: 208 65 

Cannot be interested in certain services, contracts, etc.: 113. . 31 

Liabilities of: 278 88 

Removal of: 104 29 

Suspension of, may be decreed by mayor: 105 29 



Digitized by 



Google 



112 

Page. 
BN017MBBAKOB8: 

Qijoram of municipal eouneil necessary to approve: 154. . . . 49-50 

EXCUSES: 

Of associate members of committees of municipal councils: 75. . 21-22 
Time for presentation by councilmen: 48 14 

EXECXTTION: 

Revenues of municipality not subject to: 182 58 

EXECXmVE POWEB: 

Municipal government as agent of : 3, 5 2-3 

Municipal government subordinate to, when: 5 3 

Organization of municipal: 80, 96 23-27 

EXPBNDITUBES: 

To constitute second part of municipal budgets: 189 59-60 

Cannot exceed revenues established: 190 60 

EXPENSES: 

Of municipalitiet: 

Of personnel: limitations in municipal budget as to: 192. . 60-61 

Defined: 193 61 

To be defrayed from ordinary revenues: 241 78 

To be provided for by municipal councils: 126 (1) 36 

PAIES: 

Duties of municipal councils as to: 126 (8) 37 

FINES: 

Imposed by correctional courts, fonn part of ordinary rev- 
enues: 219 70 

Imposition of by mayors: 166 54 

Procedure for imposition of: 167 54 

In case of non-payment of: 167 54 

Final disposition of: 168 55 

When to be administered: 280 88-89 

Amount of: 281 89 

Collection of : 281 89 

FIBE DEPAETMENT: 

To bo maintained by municipal councils: 126 (26) 39 

Fire limits to be fixed by municipal councils: 126 (20) 39 

FISOAIi TEAS: 

Begins first day of July: 176 56 

POOB: 

Tn!5pection of, by municipal councils: 126 (26) 39 
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FOBEiaNEBB: 



As pennanent residents of municipal districts: 28 9 

May be associate members of committees of municipal coun- 
cils: 70 19-20 

May be associate members of committee on treasury and 

budget: 72 20-21 

May be councilmen: 45 13 

FUin>S, MUNICIPAL: 

€ash balance of, to be prepared: 150 48 

Not subject to attachment or execution: 182 58 

Under control of municipal council: 126 (1) 36 

GAMES AND WAOEB8, FSBMITTED: 

May be taxed by municipal council: 216 (19) 69 

GAS: 

Bates for, to be regulated by municipal councils: 126 (28) . . . 39 
GRANTS: 

Of land to be considered private property by municipality: 116 32 
GUTTERS: 

.^ules for levying assessment for construction of: 233 75 

HIGHWAYS AND BIGHTS OF WAT: 

Jurisdiction of barrio mayors over: 101 (6) 28 

IKOOMPATIBIUTIES: 

Of associate members of committees of municipal councils: 75. 21-22 

Of councilmen: 47 14 

For offices created during their term of office: 68 18 

Initiative of permanent residents in: 57 15 

Opt'on in case of : 47 14 

Bight to act on, vested in council: 57 15 

Of iravor, on account of interest: 175 56 

Of office of mayor with other offices: 85 24 

Of secretary of municipal administration: 107 30 

niDnSTBIES: 

May be taxed by municipal council: 216 (3) 67 

INHABITANTS: 

Defined: 26 8 

Are residents or transients: SO i. 8 

B'ght of appeal acminfft resolut^OTis of municipal councils: 33. 10 
Begister of: See BEQISTEB OF POPULATION. 

DUUBIOVS: 

Declaration of contracts to be: 268 85 
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IHTEBlCBlfTS: 

May be taxes bj munieipftl eooneil: 216 (17) 69 

INVJ58TIOATZON8: 

Special, whieb maj be ordered by municipal council: 123. . . 34-35 

Administration of oaths by commission conducting: 123. . . 35 

Examination of books and documents: 123 35 

Beport of commission conducting: 123 35 

Besolution adopted by commission conducting, is administra- 
tive only: 123. . - 35 

Suspension of officials during: 123 35 

Witnesses may be subpoenaed: 123 35 

JUDICIAL PBOOBEDIKaS: 

Formalities necessary for institution of by mumeipal eoun- 
cils: llg 33 

JUDGMENTS: 

Against municipality for debts, procedure: 181 57-58 

JUBIDIOAIi FEB80N: 

Municipality as: 115 32 

JUBISDIOnON: 

Of municipal government: 6 3-4 

Questions of, how decided: 271. . . . 86 

laAND QBAKTS: 

Of municipality, to be considered private property: 116 32-33 

LEASES: 

Quorum of municipal council necessary to approve: 154. . . . 49-^0 
LEAVES OF ABSENCE: 

Of councilmen: 53 15 

Of mayor: 

With and without pay: 174 56 

Limitation: 174 56 

LIABILITIES: 

Administrative, of mayor, how enforced: 283 n. . . 90 

Administrative penalties: 279 88 

Of councilmen: 

For acts performed in the discharge of their duties: 59. ... 16 

Of municipal officials and employees: 278 88 

Of municipality for loss and damage: 284 90-91 

Bemoval and suspension of president of council: 283 90 

Bemoval, when admissible: i282 89-90 

Beprimands, warnings and fines: when to be administered: 280. 88-89 
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UABnJTIES, (continiied): 

^oiOBnt of fines: 281 89 

CoUeetion of finefl: 281 89 

SnBpendon from office and salary: 282; % . , 89-90 

LZ0BN8B8: 

Barrio majors to issue: 101 (3). . . 28 

To be regolatedy etc., by municipal eonneils: 126 (3) 36 

XJQUOBS: 

Hay be taxed by municipal conneU: 216 (8) 68 

UVB 8T00K: 

Transfer of, may be taxed by municipal councU: 216 (4) . . . . 67-68 
UVB 8TO0K BBCII8TBB: 

To be in custody -of barrio mayors: 101 (2) i. . . . 28 

LOANS: 

Bonds of, form and amount of, to be fixed by municipal coun- 
cil: 249 . 80 

To be signed by mayor and treasurer: 249. . . , 80 

Conversion of prior loans before contracting new: 243. . 78 

Disposition of money derived from: 242. 78 

For public services: 

Sinking fund for payment ^of : 135, 44-45 

Interest: 

Bevenues must be provided for payment of: 243. 78 

Municipality may contract, when: 241 78 

Period of not to exceed thirty years: 243 78 

Procedure to contract: 244, 248. 79-80 

Bequisites for negotation of : 179 57 

Bevenues of municipality, ordinary, not to be applied to in- 
terest or sinking fund: 243. . 78 

Bevenues, permanent, must be voted before contracting: 243. 78 

Sinking fund: 

Por payment of: 135. 44-45 

Bevenues must be provided for creation of: 243 78 

Taxes for payment of, must accord with state system: 243. . 78 

To be submitted ad referendum: 243. 78 

LOTS, VAOAKTr 

May be taxed by municipal council: 217.. 69-70 

When not assessable: 217. . . . v 69-70 

Majority defined: 153 49 

MABITIMB INDU8TKIB8: 

May be taxed by municipal council: 216 (5) 68 
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XABXETS: 

Duties of municipal councils as to: 126 (8) .... , 37 

ICATQB: 

Administrative functions of: 165 (2) 53 

Administrative liability of,jhow enforced: 283 ^. . . . 90 

Appointment and removal of employees bv: 165 (3). ...... 53 

Approval or veto of resolutions of council by: 1^ (4) 53 

Attendance of at sensions of municipal council: 169 . 55 

Chief of the Executive Power: 80 23 

Contracts for public works: 120 34 

Decisions of: 

Put an end to administrative proceedings; 266 83-84 

Bevocation of: 267 i 84 

Delegate to the central power: 165 (7) 53 

Disqualifications: 84. . • 23-24 

Suspension %)f by reason of: 86 24 

Duties and powers of: 165, 175, 261. ..... ;! 52-56-82 

Election of, how conducted: 81 23 

Execution of resolutions by: 165 (1) 53 

Pines: imposition of, by: 166 v. .. 54 

Functions of, developed separately in municipal government: 7* ^ 

Municixal administrative: 68. . . 18 

Government of municipality vested in municipal council and: 2. 3 

Incompatibility of, on account of interest: 175 56 

Incompatibility of office of, with other offices: 85. . « 24 

SuspeuBion of, for: 86 24 

Installation in office of : 66 17*18 

Leaves of absence of: 174 56 

With and without pay: 174 56 

Limitation: 174 56 

MdSBages to be sent to council by: 170 66 

Of municipalities of not exceeding twenty thousand inhabitants: 

To give public audiences: 255 81 

Payments to be ordered by: 165 (9) 53 

Project of budget to be submitted to council by: 173 56 

Public order to be maintained by: 165 (6) 53 

Qualifications necessary to be: 83 33 

Exception as to residence: 83 33 

Beports to be made to- council by: 17^ 50 

Bepresentative of the municipality: 166 (8) 53 

Salary of : 82 23 

Maybe changed at any time: 82 23 

When change in, to go into effect: 82. 23 

Special sessions of council to be called on initiative of: 169. . 55 

Substitute: salary of during substitution: 91 95 

Substitution of : 90 25 

Suspension of: 

For disqualification or incompatibility: 86 24 

Term of office: 81. . 23 

MBAT, TBANSPOBTATZON OF: 

Maybe taxed by municipal council: 216 (14) 69 
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MBDIOAIi ATTBNDANCB TO 7O0E: 

Joiifldietion of barrio mayors over: 101 (7) 2S 

MOBAL8, FfTBUO: 

Duties of municipal «ouneile as to: 126(10) 37-38 

ICUNIOIPAIi ADBONISTBATION: 

See Administration, Municipal. 

HUNIOIPAIi CK>VBBNMBKT: 

As agent of the executive power of the Nation: 3, 5. 5 

Autonomy of, extent of : 4 5 

How affeeted when State furnishes funds towards works, 

etc.: 8 4 

Auxiliary to State: 3 '. 5 

Dual capacity of : 3 6 

Jurisdiction of : 6 3-4 

Offices of: 

Organization of to be effected by municipal council: 68. . . 18 

Limitations as to personnel, etc.: 6&. 18 

Organization of: 42 et seq 11 

Powers of : 3, 6. . 3-4 

Reparation of: 7. . 4 

Subordinate to Executive Power of Nation, when: 5. ..... . 3 

MUNiOlPAUTY: MUNIOJLPALITZBS: 

Administrative functions of to be divided into departments: 92. 25-26 

As a juridical person: rights of: 265 83 

Classes of : 9 4 

Credit and money of: application of: 177 56 

Credits of: 

How divided in case of annexation or segregation: 19. . . . 6* 

Not subject to attachment or execution: 182. 58 

Prescription of action to recover.: 184 58 

Debts of: 

Consolidation of credits, in case of several creditors: 181. . 57 

Distribution of payments: 181 57 

Incurred prior to 1899: disposition of: Trans. Ill 92 

Judgments against municipality for: procedure: 181 57 

Not subject to compulsory process, 180 57 

Preference of claims: 18>1 5T 

Definition: 1 3 

Donations by, prohibited: 178 57 

(Exceptions and limitations: 178 57 

Expenses of: 

To be defrayed from ordinary revenues: 241 78 

To be provided for by municipal council: 126 (1) 36 ■ 

Finances of: See Bevenues; Expenditures; Payments, etc. 

Funds of: 

Not Rubjo«t to attachment or execution: 182 58 
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IffUKIOIPALITT: MUN101PAIITIB8» (eontlimad) : 

Under control of munieipal council: 126 (1) 36 

Qovernment of, yested in council and mayor: 1 3 

Juridical personality of: 115 32 

Land gnntn of, to be conndered private property: 116 32-33 

LiabiUty of: 

For damages caused by grading of streets, etc.: 240 77-78 

For loss and damage: 284 90-01 

Loans: 

Bequisites for negotiation of: 179 57 

Money or credit of: application of: 177 56 

Objects of : 6 3-4 

Pecuniary aid to: rules governing: 220 70 

Powers of Congress as to consolidation of : 15 5 

Property of: 

Application of proceeds from sales of: 119 33 

Encumbrance or alienation of, procedure for: 117 33 

How divided in case of segregation or annexation: 19. . . . 6-7 

May be ceded to Province or State for public uses: 116. . . 32-33 

Sale of: 116 32-38 

Under control of municipal council: 126 (1) 36 

Bent charges of, application of proceeds from redemption of: 119 33 

Restoration of aboushed: Transitory provision II 91 

Petitions for, to be addressed to Provisional Governor: 

Trans. 11 91 

Be venues of: 

Not subject to attachment or execution: 182 58 

Works: which may be undertaken by cooperation of several 

municipalities: 122 34 

Estimate of cost of: 122 34 

MUNICIPALITIES: 

Of not exceeding twenty thousand inhabitants: 

Accounting: 255 81 

Barrio mayors: 

Meeting of: 261 82 

Change of class: procedure for: 268 82-83 

Committees, permanent: 257 81 

Treasury and budget: 257 81 

On development of moral and material interests: 257. . . 81 

Formation of: 258 81-82 

Duties of: 259 82 

Associate members of: 260 82 

Council, Municipal: 

Quorum necessary to transact business: 252 80 

To have president and secretary only: 253 81 

Councilmen: 

Number of: 251 80 

Documents: 255 81 

General provisions relating to: 264 88 
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MUNIOIPALinES, (continnad): 

Mayors of; 

To give public audiencies: 255 81 

Offices, consolidation of: 256 81 

Organization of: 250 80 

Publication or reports: 262 82 

Technical services: how to be furnished: 254 81 

IfUNIOIPAIi LAW: 

Procedure to modify: 127 40 

HUKIOIPALIZATION: 

Of public services: 

See SsBViCBS, pubuc. 

KOTABIE8: 

Cannot be secretaries of municipal administrations: 107. ... 30 
NUISANOES: 

Duties of municipal councils as to: 126 (27) 39 

OATHS: 

Porm of; exception: 60. . . . 16 

Of conncilmen: Trans. Art. VII 92 

Of officials and chiefs: 66 17 

When to be administered by municipal councils: 123 34-35 

OFFICIALS, MXTNIOXPAL: 

Liabilities of: 278 88 

OBDINANOES, MX7NI0IPAL: 

Barrio mayors to execute: 101 (5) 28 

To be issued by municipal councils: 126 (30) 39-40 

ORGANIZATION: 

Of committees of municipal councils: 69 18-19 

Of municipal districts: 

When proper: 11 4 

Economic requisites: 12 5 

Of municipal government: 42 et seq 11 

Of offices of municipal government: 

To be effected by municipal council: 68 18 

Of Department of Accounting and Auditing: 92 25-26 

PARES: 

Jurisdiction of municipal councils over: 126 (4) 36 

PAVmO: 

Division of cost of : 231 74 
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PAVING, (conti2ined): 

BaJlroad and tramway eompanies: reflponsibility for: 238. . . 74-75 
Liability of for damages, for failure to maintaia in good 

condition: 232 74-75 

PATMISNTS: 

Quorum of municipal council necessary to pass resolutions 

for: 154 4»-50 

To be ordered by mayor: 165 (9) 53 

Unauthorized: 

To be made good by treasurer: 213 66 

Without vouchers, are prohibited: 214 66 

Exception: 214 66 

PENALTUSS: 

Administrative: 279 88 

For non-attendance of associate members of committees or 
municipal councils: 

How collected: 78 22 

To be imposed by president of municipal council: 78 22 

Appeal from imposition: 78 22 

PENSIONS: 

Existing, to be respected: Transitory provision 1 91 

PEBSONNEL: 

Expenses of, defined: 193 61 

Limitations in municipal budget as to expenses of: 192 60-61 

Of offices of municipal government: 

Limitations as to, etc.: 68 18 

PETITIONS: 

To be promptly acted on: 272 86-87 

Keceipt of, to be acknowledged: 273.. 87 

POLICE DEPABTMENT: 

To be maintained by municipal councils: 126 (26) 39 

Appointments to be made upon mayor's nomination: 104. ... 29 

POLICE FOBOE: 

In the capital of the Bepubllc, to be provided by central 

power: 124 35-36 

PBESOBIPTION: 

Of debts for taxes: 184 58 

Of right of action for collection of credits in favor of muni- 
cipality: 184 58 
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FBB8IDENT: 



Of municipal eouneil: 

To represent council: 67 18 

Bemoval and suspension of: 283 90 

Of the Bepublic: 
May designate committee to investigate municipal finances: 215 77 
May institute proceedings for suppression of muncipal dis- 
tricts: 14 5 

May suspend resolutions of mnnicipal council: 158 5(MS1 

PBOFB88ION8, ABT8 AND TBABBSt 

May be taxed by municipal councils: 216 (8) 67 

PBOPEBTT: 

Municipal: 

Application of proceeds from sales of: 110 88 

Encumbrance or alienation of, procedure for: 117 S3 

How divided in cases of segregation or annexation: 117. ... 38 

May be ceded to province or state for public uses: 116. . . . 32-88 

Sale of: 116 82-33 

Under control of municipal council: 126 (1) 36 

Private: 
Land grants of municipality to be considered as: 116 82*83 

FUBIiIO IKSTBUOnON: 

Power of municipal council as to: 125 36 

FUBZJO MEETINGS: 

Regulation of by municipal councils: 126 (24) 89 

FUBLIO OBDEB: 

To be maintained by central power in capital of the BepaUic: 124 35-86 
By mayor in municipal distnct: 165 (6) 53 

FUBLIO W0BK8: 

See Works, 
QUAUnOATIONS: 

Necessary for councilmen: 45 18 

mayor: 83 28 

secretary of municipal administration: 106. . « 30 

QUOBUM: 

Of committees: 69 18-19 

Of municipal council necessary: 

For consideration of budget: 198. 62 

For passage of resolutions: 153 49 

For approval of alienations: 154 49-50 

Bailroads: 

Cannot be taxed by municipal councils: when: 216 (15). . . 69 

Duties of municipal councils as to: 126 (18) 88*^ 
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BAILBOAD8: 

Cannot be taxed by monieipal eouneili: when: 216 (15) 69 

Duties of munieipal council! as to: 126 (18) 8S-39 

BBAL PBOPEBTT: 

Taxes on, constitute preferred lien on property affected: 163. . 58 

BE00BD8: 

Of departments of municipal administration: 

To be public: 95 27 

BEOI8TEB OF POFUIJLTION: 

Census Lists: Trans. Art YI 92 

Closure of : 41 11 

Details to be set forth: 35 10 

Eliminations: declarations necessary for: 87 10 

Inspection of to be open: 39 11 

Is a formal^ public and authentic instrument: 36 10 

Period for preparation of new: 37 10 

Preparation of : 35 10 

Protests, action on: 39 11 

Decision of to be made by the mayor: 39 11 

Appeals from: 40 11 

Bevision of: publication of corrections: 38 11 

When to be made: 39 11 

Statement to be sent to President etc.: 41 11 

Statement by municip^ judges to mayor: 37 10 

BEOI8TBATI0N: 

Of permanent residents: 29 9 

BEaULATIONS: 

For municipalization of public serriceSy to be provided: 134. . 44 

To be issued by municipal councils: 126 (30) 39 

BEM0VAL8: 

Of associate members of committees of municipal councils: 75. . 21-22 

Of councilmen, when permissible: 59 16 

Of employees: 104 29 

By mayor: 165 (3) 53 

When admissible: 282, 283 89-90 

BENT CHABGES: 
Of municipality: 

Application of proceeds from redemption of: 119 33 

BEOBGANIZATION: 

Of municipal council: 

In case of change of class: 44 12-13 

BEPEAL: 

Of conflicting laws, etc Additional Provision 91 
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BBP0BT8: 



Of departments of munieipal administratioii: 

To be forwarded to proper committee, for report: 96 27 

Periods for rendition of: 272 8G-87 

To be made to council b7 major: 172 56 

BEPBIMAIIBS: 

When to be administered: 280 88-89 

BB8IONATZOK8: 

Of councilmen: 56 15 

Bight to act on vested in municipal council: 57 15 

BESOLXmONS OF BffUNIOIPAL 00X7N0ILS: 

Appeals from: 

By inhabitants of municipality: 33 10 

Of residents from: 164 52 

Approval by mayor: 156, 165 (4) 50-53 

Oertifcations of: 163 52 

Copies to be furnished President and governor: 161 51 

Dating of: 164 : 52 

Execution of: 157 50 

Date for: 157 50 

Final: 

Appeals from: 266 83-84 

Stay proceedings: 275 87 

Violations of provisions relating to: 276 87-88 

Put an end to administrative proceedings: 266 83-84 

Bevocation of: 257 81 

Votes necessary: 267 84-85 

Ten days from presentation: 156 50 

Passage of, over veto: 156 50 

Proceedings to restrain execution of, inadmissible: 163 52 

Publication of: 164 52 

Submission of to mayor: 156 50 

Suspension of: 

Appeal in case of unconstitutionality of resolutions sus- 
pended: 159 51 

Contentious-administrative appeal from: 159 51 

Council may admit, or revoke resolution: 159 51 

Implied consent to: 159 51 

May be suspended by mayor, provincial governor or President 

of the Republic: 158 50-51 

Notice of: 160 51 

When permissible: 158 50-51 

Bemedies of private individuals prejudiced by: 162 52 

Veto by mayor: 156, 165 (4) 50-53 

BEVEKOES, MUNICIPAL: 

Incidental, not applicable to ordinary services, etc.: 205. ... 64 

Not subject to attachment or execution: 182 58 

Office of collection of, in barrios, to be situated in office of 

barrio mayor: 211 66 
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REVENUES, MUNIOIPAL, (contlnned) : 

Of previoas jears not applicable for pajment of obligations 

of current year: 205 64 

To be collected by offieiala of municipal administration: 206. . 64 

To constitute flrst part of municipal budgets: 189 5SMI0 

Which may be established by mtmieipal eonneils: enumeration 

of: 216 67 

BOADS: 

Jurisdiction of municipal councils over: 126 (4) 36 

BUBAL PBOFEBTT: 

May be taxed by municipal councils: 216 (2) 67 

aALABIES: 

Of barrio mayors as collectors of taxes: 103 29 

Of chiefs of departments of municipal administration: 98. . . . 26 

Of mayors: 

May be changed at any time: 82 23 

When change in, to go into effect: 82 23 

Of substitute mayors: 91 25 

SANITATION: 

Duties of municipal councils as to: 126 (16) 88 

In the capital of the Bepublic, to be provided for by the 

central power: 124 35-36 

Powers of municipal councils as to: 124, 125 36 

SOHOOIi ATTENDANCE: 

To be enforced by barrio mayors: 101 (14) 29 

SEA WALLS: 

Jurisdiction of municipal councils over: 126 (7) 87 

SEOBETABT: 

Of municipal administration: 

Cannot be a notary: 107 30 

Duties of: 108, 109 30-31 

Functions of: 108 80-31 

Incompatibilities of: 108 80-31 

Persons ineligible for office of: 107 30 

Qualifications necessary to be: 106 30 

SEBVICES, PUBLIO: 

Method of selection of manner of providing: 128 40-41 

If concession or contract is let therefor: 129 41 

Requisites and conditions: 128 4(V-41 

Municipalization of: 

Losses, how to be covered: 136 45 

Municipalized service to be entrusted to special department: 133 44 
Profits, disposition of: 135* 44-45 
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SBBVIOES, PXJBLIO, (continaed) : 

Rates of service to be redaeed in ease of proit: 135 44-45 

Regulations to be provided: 134 44-45 

Requisites to be filled: 130 43 

Reserve fund: 135 44-45 

Submission of proposition ad referendum: 131 43-44 

Suppression of, method for: 137 45 

Suppression of obligatory, when: 187 45 

Sinking fund for payment of loans contracted for: 135. . . . 44-45 

To be referred to committee on treasury and budget: 130. . 43 

Action of council on report of committee: 131 43-44 

Procedure if municipality owns and leases: 138 45 

Right of supervision of State over: 8 4 

SESSIONS: 

Attendance of mayor at: 169 55 

Seat of mayor: 169 55 

Calls for: 142 46 

Deliberative periods: 139 45-46 

Extension of: 144 46-47 

Minutes of: 145 47 

To contain minority opinions: 145 47 

Signature of: 146 47 

Book of, to be under custody of secretary: 148 48 

Non-attendance at: penal liability for: 140 46 

Pines for: 140 46 

Secret, when to be: 155 50 

Special: 

To be called on initiative of mayor: 169 55 

When null: 144 46-47 

To be public: 155 50 

To be held in town hall: 155 50 

Withdrawal of councilmen from, when necessary: 141 46 

8BWEBS: 

Duties of municipal councils as to: 126 (14) 88 

Computation of special assessments for: 237 76-77 

Expenses of: 

To be divided into four parts: 236 76 

Preparation of plan of proposed: 235 75-76 

Property subject to assessment for construction of: 235. .... 75-76 

SIDEWALKS: 

Rules for levying assessment for construction of: 233, 234. . . 75 
SUN&ING FUND: 

Establishment of when bonds for works are issued: 226. . . . 72-73 

For payment of loans contracted for public services: 185. . . . 44-45 

SPntlTS: 

May be taxed by municipal council: 216 (8) 68 

SQUARES, PUBLIC: 

Juriadiction of municipal councils over: 126 (4) 86 
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STATE: 

Bight of tiiperyision orer worki or Mrrieet: 8 4 



Gleaning of: 

Dutiefl of municipal councils as to: 126 (12) 88 

Liability for damages caused hj grading, etc: 240 77-78 

Naming of, by municipal councils: 126 (23) 89 

STBTTOTUBES: 

Dangerous: 
Duties of municipal councils as to: 126 (15) 38 

SnBSTmJTZONS: 

Of mayors: 90 25 

VUBUBBS: 

Duties of municipal councils as to: 126 (9) 37 

Each to form a barrio: 22 7 

flUGAB ESTATES: 

May be taxed by municipal councils: 216 (2) 67 

SUPPLIES: 

Bids to be called for furnishing of, when: 121 34 

Municipal employees cannot be interested in furnishing of: 113. 31 

SUSPENSIONS: 

From office and salary: 282, 283 89-90 

Of mayors: 

Appeals by mayor from order of: 89 25 

For disqualification or incompatibility: 84, 86 23-24 

For violation of Constitution, laws, etc.: 87 24 

Hearing of mayor against order of: 88 24-25 

Order of, to set forth cause therefor: 88 24-25 

Procedure after order of: 88 24-25 

When converted to removal: 89 25 

Of municipal budgets: 201 63 

Of municipal employees: 

May be decreed by mayor: 105 29 

Of officials during special investigations by municipal 

councils: 123 34-35 

Of resolutions, by mayor: 165 (5) 53 

TAXATION, DEPAETMENT OF: 

Organization of: 

In municipalities with center of population of over 100,000: 92. 25-26 

TAXES: TAXATION: 

Collection of: to be in charge of Treasurer: 207 64 
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TAXES: TAXATION* (continnad) : 

To be made b7 officials of municipal administration: 206. . . 64 

When to be collected b7 barrio mayors: 101 (13) 29 

Debts for prescribe, when: 184 58 

How divided in cases of segregation or annexation of muni- 
cipalities: 19 6-7 

Items of, to be used jointly by municipal councils: 218 70 

Jurisdiction over: 126 (2) 86 

Of industries, commerce, professions, arts and trades: 

Duties of committee on: 74 21 

On real property: 

Constitute preferred lien on property affected: 183 58 

Prescription of debts for: 184 68 

Bemissions or rebates in, forbidden: 185 58-69 

When permissible: 185 58-69 

Which may be imposed by municipal council: 

Articles of luxury: 216 (16) "69 

Beverages: 216 (8) 68 

Building permits: 216 (10) 68 

Business companies: 216 (7) 68 

Exceptions: 216 (7) 68 

Cattle and horses, transfer of: 216 (4) 67-68 

Slaughter of: 216 (9) 68 

Cemeteries: 216 (6) 68 

Certifications: 216 (11) 68 

Commerce: 216 (3) 67 

Dances, etc.: 216 (18) 69 

Games and wagers, permitted: 216 (19) 69 

Industries: 216 (3) 67 

Interments: 216 (17) 69 

Liquors: 216 (8) 68 

Live stock: 216 (4) 67-68 

Lots, vacant: 217 69-70 

When not assessable: 217 69-70 

Maritime industries: 216 (5) 68 

Meat, transportation of: 216 (14) 69 

Professions, arts and trades: 216 (3) 67 

Bural property: 216 (2) 67 

Spirits: 21/6 (8) 68 

Sugar estates: 216 (2) 67 

Tobacco plantations: 216 (2) 67 

Transportation industries, land: 216 (15) 69 

Exceptions: 216 (15) 69 

Urban property: 216 (1) 67 

Water industries: 216 (5) 68 

Weights and measure, sealing of: 216 (13). . 69 

Wines: 216 (8) 68 

TELEOBAPH POLES: 

Begulation of, by municipal councils: 126 (19) 39 

TELEPHONE POLES: 

Begulation of, by municipal councils: 126 (19). . 39 
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TESM OF OFFICE: 

Of aflsoeiate members of committees of municipal councils: 76. . 22 

Of councilmen: 51 15 

Of mayors: 81 23 

TEBBITOSIAL TAX: 

Committee on, how constituted: 73 21 

TOBAOCO FIAMTATIOKS: 

May be taxed by municipal council: 216 (2). . . 67 

TBAMWATS: 

Duties of municipal councils as to: 126 (18) 88-89 

TBAN8P0BTATI0K INDUSTBIBS^ LAND: 

May be taxed by municipal council: 216 (15) 69 

Exceptions: 216 (15) 69 

TBAN8P0BTATI0K BATE8: 

To be regulated by municipal councils: 126 (29) 39 

TBEASUBEB, MUNICIPAL: 

Bonds of, amount of: 209 05 

Premium paid by municipality: 209 65 

To report on municipal bucleretw: 195 61 

Vacancy in office of, how filled: 210 65-66 

TBBASUBEB COIJiECTOit: 

To be at head of department of treasury and collection: 111. . 31 
Powers and duties of: 111 31 

TBEASUBY AKD BUDGET: 

Committee on: 

How constituted: 72 20 

Number of members and associate members: 72 20 

Associate members may be citizens or foreigners, etc.: 72. . 20 
To report on method of furnishing services of public 

character: 128 40-41 

TBEASUBY: 

General provisions: 176, 185 56-58-59 

To be located in town hall: 211 66 

TBEASUBY AND COLLECTIONS: 

Organization of department of : 92 25-26 

UBBAN FBOFEBTY: 

May be taxed by municipal council: 216 (1) 67 
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VA0AK0IE8: 

In office of associate member of committee of mnmeipal eoancil: 

To be reported: 79 22 

In office of councilman, how filled: 54 15 

VXSHIOIiES: 

Duties of municipal councils as to: 126 (18) 38-39 

VETO: 

By mayor: 

Of municipal budget: 199 62-63 

Of resolutions of municipal council: 156,165(4) 50--53 

yOTJLNO: 

For councilmen, to be by direct suffrage: 42 11 

In municipal eooneiUi: 

Members cannot abstain from: 152 49 

Scrutiny: 64 : 17 

To be by ballot: 63 17 

To be by roll call: 151 49 

When to be secret: 151 49 

WABNING8: 

When to be administered: 280 88-89 

WATBB FB0NT8: 

Jurisdiction of municipal councils over: 126 (7) 37 

WATEB INDU8TUIE8: 

May be taxed by municipal council: 216 (5) 68 

WATEB BATES: 

To be regulated by municipal councils: 126 (28) 39 

WEiaHTS AND MEASUBE8: 

Begulation of by municipal councils: 126 (22) 39 

Sealing of: may be taxed by municipal council: 216 (13). ... 67 

WHABVE8:. 

Jurisdiction over: 126 (7) 37 

WINES: 

May be taxed by municipal council: 216 (8) 68 

WITNESSES: 

May be subpoenaed for special investigations ordered by muni- 
cipal councils: 123 34-35 
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WORKS: 

Eatimate of eost of: 122 34 

Mateiiak, purchase of : 121 34 

Right of supervision of State over: 8 4 

Superviaion of eentrml power over pablie, in capital of Bo- 

public: 124 35-36 

Which may be undertaken bj cooperation of sevenl mnnici- 

palitiea: 122 34 
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